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ZBORNIKU NA POT

Andrej Vovko
(Glavni urednik)

Mogote se bo komu zdelo zelo vprasljivo, éemu v sedanjih
kriznih razmerah »spravljati na svet« nov zbornik in tis¢ati Se
ena »lafna usta« k piéli skledi sredstev, ki jih danes v matiéni
domovini namenjamo znanosti. Podobno bo kdo lahko tudi skle-
pal, da je zbornik znanstvenih prispevkov o slovenskem izse-
ljenstvu »Dve domovini« posledica sedanje »konjunkture«
zanimanja mati¢ne domovine za slovenske izseljence. Zakaj
torej novi zbornik in kdaj je prislo do njegove zamisli? Ze
kmalu potem, ko je dobil Institut za slovensko izseljenstvo
Znanstvenoraziskovalega centra Slovenske akademije znanosti
in umetnosti svojo bolj ali manj zakljuéeno sedanjo podobo, je
med njegovimi delavei konec leta 1987 zatela kliti misel o
nujnosti posebne znanstvene revije o izseljenskih vprasanjih.
Razmi§ljanje o njej je bilo toliko bolj upravigeno, ker v nasi
sicer dovolj pestri ponudbi znanstvenega tiska doslej Se ne
premoremo znanstvene publikacije, namenjene izkljuéno vpra-
Sanjem slovenskega izseljenstva. Prispevki o teh vpraSanjih so
tako doslej izhajali raztreseni po najrazliénej§ih strokovnih in
znanstvenih zbornikih, revijah, ¢&asopisih, koledarjih in po-
dobnem. Tako pomembno in za na$§ narodnostni obstoj usodno
vpraSanje, kot je izseljenstvo, ki zadeva tako reko& tretjino
slovenskega naroda, pa vsekakor zasluZi svojo posebno znan-
stveno publikacijo. Misel nanjo je zorela dalje in potrebno je
bilo veliko zavzetosti in zagnanosti delavcev Instituta, da se ni
v teh suhih ¢asih utopila v malodusju. V veliko oporo nam je
bilo razumevanje in odobravanje, ki ga je bila na3a zamisel
delezna med strokovnjaki za izseljenska vprasanja tako v
matiéni domovini kot v zamejstvu in izseljenstvu, kot tudi
prispevki, ki so prigli v presenetljivo velikem stevilu kot odgo-
vor na naSe povabilo k sodelovanju.
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Zbornik smo si zamislili kot znanstveno vez, ki bo druzila
tako slovenske ustanove in posameznike, ki se v mati¢ni domo-
vini in v tujini ukvarjajo z slovenskim izseljenstvom, kot tudi
tuje znanstvenike in inStitucije, ki proufujejo omenjena vpra-
sanja. V njem bodo nasla svoje mesto raziskovanja vprasSanj
»dveh domovin« - stare in nove, kot »skupnega imenovalca«
vseh izseljencev: izseljevanja iz stare, priseljevanja in Zzivljenja
v novi ter stikov med obema domovinama. V zborniku bodo
objavljeni predvsem izvirne razprave in &lanki, predstavljeno bo
arhivsko in dokumentacijsko gradivo, svoj odmev bodo dobila
znanstvena srefanja in nove publikacije o izseljenstvu, pred-
stavljene bodo bibliografije proucevalcev izseljenskih vprasanj
ter delovanje domacih in tujih znanstvenih ustanov s tega
podro¢ja. Glavna pozornost zbornika bo sicer posvefena vpra-
sanjem slovenskega izseljenstva in to na kar se da Siroki
interdisciplinarni osnovi, ne bo pa odklanjal tudi sploSnih meto-
doloskih in terminoloskih izseljenskih vpraSanj ter tistih vpra-
Sanj izseljenstva drugih narodov, ki so povezana s slovenskim
izseljenstvom. Odprt bo vsem in od svojih sodelavcev bo zahte-
val zgolj znanstveno neopore¢nost. Prizadevali si bomo, da bo
zbornik izhajal obéasno. Kaze, da drugo Stevilko lahko prica-
kujemo Ze naslednje leto in da bo posvefena slovenskemu izse-
ljenskemu tisku. Kot lahko sklepamo iz dosedanjih izkuSen},
nas pri tem ne bo oviralo pomanjkanje sodelavcev ter pestrih
in kvalitetnih prispevkov, pa¢ pa vprasanje zagotovitve sred-
stev za tako izhajanje. Mogoce pa se bodo tudi slovenski zna-
nosti kdaj »vremena razjasnila«

Pred vami je zdaj zbornik Dve domovini, tak, kot smo ga
pripravili delavci Instituta ob pomoéi zunanjih sodelaveev. Vanj
je bilo za danasnji pogosto brezbrizni &as vloZenega nenavadno
veliko poZrtvovalnega in nesebi¢nega dela. HvaleZni vam bomo
za morebitne kritiéne pripombe k njegovi zasnovi in vsebini in
za sodelovanje v prihodnje. Upamo in Zelimo si namreé, da bi
opravil svoje poslanstvo tako, kot smo si ga zamislili in da bi
bil, kot reéeno, prvi, ne pa tudi edini svoje vrste.
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FOREWORD

Andrej Vovko
(Editor-in-Chief)

The idea of publishing a new collection of studies and thus
adding another »hungry mouth« at the barely adequate »bowl«
of resources which our country earmarks for science, might
seem questionable at this time of economic crisis. Also, one
could ask whether there hasn't already been enough attention
paid in print to our homeland’s interest in Slovene emigrants.
What are the principal justifications for this publication of
Two Homelands?

The first idea concerning the necessity for a special scienti-
fic publication devoted to migrations occurred to the resear-
chers within The Institute for Slovene Emigration Research of
the Centre of Scientific Research of the Slovene Academy of
Sciences and Arts as early as the end of 1987, when our Insti-
tute attained its more or less final form. The importance of
studying and reporting on emigration patterns was emphasyzed
at that time. Quite naturally, there was great interest and
enormous enthusiasm among the entire staff of the Institute
for an ambitious project that would present its work and help
satisfy our nation’s booming interest in Slovene emigration.
The Institute’s desire to publish this anthology was even more
justified since our scientific press, which in other respects has
a fairly rich offering, does not include a publication devoted
exclusively to questions connected with Slovene emigration.
Articles on this subject matter have so far been published
only in various miscellanea, journals, papers, or almanacs. Slo-
vene emigration, a phenomenon so important to our national
existence, a phenomenon which concerns no less than one third
of the Slovene nation, certainly deserves a special scientific
publication.

Experts on emigration in this country and abroad accepted
the idea with understanding and appreciation, which was an
encouraging support to us. In response to our invitation to
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contribute materials, authors sent their treatises and articles
in a surprisingly large number. Two Homelands was conceived
as a scientific link which would connect institutions and
individual researchers in Slovenia and abroad, all those who
are dealing with Slovene emigration. We are gratified that our
hopes for such a linkage have been realized.

Our publication will present results of research on the
problems of »two homelands« - the old and the new - a
common notion concerning all emigrants. There will be essays
on emigration from the old country, on immigration issues and
the way of life in the new country, as well as on contacts
between both homelands. Primarily we will bring forth
original treatises and articles, information about archival
sources and documentary materials, reports on conferences and
symposia, and reviews of publications on emigration.
Bibliographies of researchers working on emigration themes
and the activities of Slovene and foreign scientific institutions
in this field will also be presented. Major attention will be
devoted to questions of Slovene emigration treated in the
widest interdisciplinary way; however, we will not neglect
general methodological and terminological questions connected
with emigration. Studies treating those emigration problems of
other nations which are connected with Slovene emigration are
also welcome. The publication will be open to everybody; the
only thing we demand from our contributors is their scientific
competence. As you can see, we hope that Two Homelands will
turn into a periodical publication. A second issue, discussing
the Slovene emigrant press, may be expected as early as next
year. Judging from previous experience, our main problem will
not be a lack of adequate treatises and other contributions,
but rather a lack of finances. Hopefully, however, the finan-
cial situation of the Slovene sciences will improve in the near
future.

Here then is the first issue of Two Homelands. Much
unselfish work was put into it. We will be grateful for your
critical remarks on its form and content, as well as for your
future cooperation. We hope that this publication will perform
its task as we have conceived it and that it will be the first,
but not the sole issue of its kind.





