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UVODNA BESEDA

Z znacilno razsvetljenskim pogledom na svet, Siroko, kar
polihistorsko izobrazbo, raziskovalnim horizontom v raz-
ponu od medicine in veterine, preko Stevilnih naravo-
slovnih disciplin ter gornistva do zgodovino- in narodo-
pisja, casnikarstva ... na eni, po drugi strani pa z ostro,
pogosto brezobzirno kriticnostjo, uperjeno zoper »zablo-
de« posameznikov in driavnih/druibenih sistemov,
predstavlja Hacquet kompleksno, vecplastno, veckrat celo
protislouno osebnost, ki je s svojimi raziskovalnimi rezul-
tati — a tudi sirsim druzbenim delovanjem — vrezala traj-
ne sledove v srednje- in vzhodnoevropski prostor konca
18. in prvih let 19. stoletja.

Se danes ne vemo za trdno, kdo je Hacquet v resnici
sploh bil in kje se je rodil, saj je njegova osebna zgodovi-
na pred letom 1766, ko je bil imenovan za rudniskega ki-
rurga v Idriji, v glavnem neznana in deloma nepreverlji-
va. Vsekakor je na Kranjsko prisel vsaj s solidnim zna-
njem medicine in veterine, najbrz pa tudi botanike, ki je
bila tedaj tesno povezana z medicinskim vedenjem. Tudi
ne preseneca, da je v osrednji slovenski dezeli (ki jo je ime-
noval svojo »domovino«, slovenscino pa »moj jezik«
in celo »moj materni jezik«), svoj znanstveni interes
mocno razsiril in se ukvarjal Se z mnogimi drugimi na-
ravoslovnimi disciplinami, ceprav v njih seveda ni vedno

Kar pa ni obicajno, je Hacquetova poznejsa usmeri-
tev vstran od naravoslovja, namre¢ k narodopisju in v
manjsi meri zgodovini, torej k humanisticnim vedam, ki
so imele poseben pomen pri oblikovanju narodne zavesti
in narodnega gibanja v sodobnem smislu. Gre za zave-
sten premik, ki je izhajal iz premis razvoja dolocene sme-
i evropskega razsvetljenstva, ceprav — in to je Hacquetu
lahko samo v cast — so ga bili v tako Sirokem intelektual-
nem loku sposobni uspesno realizirati le redki posamezni-
ki. V tej optiki je bistveno, da je Hacquet v wvodu k svo-
ji »Oryctographia Carniolica« (1778) oblikoval prvi
pravi razsvetljenski program v slovenskem okolju in ga
skusal na svoj, ne vedno najbolj posrecen, pogosto nesi-
stematicen in protisloven nacin, tudi udejanjiti, ceprav
so mu nekateri mlajsi razsvetljenski intelektualci sloven-
skega rodu odgovarjali z neodobravanjem in celo posme-
hom. V prui vrsti mislim pri tem na Antona Tomaza
Linharta (1756-1795), ki v korespondenci z Martinom
Kuraltom (1757-1845) Hacquetu ni v nicemer priza-
nasal! Ce 7 »Oryctographia« ni bila in ni mogla biti
konkurenca prui koncepciji zgodovine Slovencev v Lin-

hartovem desetletje mlajSem »Poskusu zgodovine
Kranjske in ostalih dezel juznih Slovanov Avstrije«
(1788, 1791), in Ce je imel Linhart v svoji kritiki v mar-
sicem prav (v prui vrsti nam Se danes bijejo v oci
Hacquetova nesistematicnost, konfuznost, njegovi pogo-
sto napacni historicni ali etnografski podatki ...), je pa
treba vendarle upostevati, da si je Linhartov svak Anton
Makovic (1750-1803) mocno Zelel Hacquetove ljublja-
nske profesorske katedre — in jo po njegovem odhodu v
Lviv tudi dobil. 'V slovenskem in ljubljanskem okolju pa
se nad takSnimi mogocimi motivi vedno velja zamisliti ...

Pri Hacquetovem programu je vendarle trajna in te-
meljna njegova sistemati¢na skrb za slovensko javno
podobo ozemlja, ki so ga naseljevali Slovenci: od tod
raba slovenskih oblik krajevnih imen pred nemskimi v ob-
javljenih delih in na geografskih kartah, celo v zasebni
korespondenci s tujino, zato zbiranje in evidentiranje slo-
venskih terminov z najrazlicnejsih podrocij ... Po odhodu
iz Ljubljane v Lviv (1787) se zdi, da je Ze v slovenskem
okolju zastavljeni koncept prilagodil novi delovni in Zi-
vljenyski sredini.

Naj zakljucim takole: Ceprav prvotnega koncepta
mednarodnega simpozija in zbornika o Hacquetovem Zi-
vljenju in delu nmismo mogli uresnicili, verjamem, da
nam je vendarle uspelo dvoje. Najprej pokazati Sirino in
precejsnjo uspesnost Hacquetovih znanstvenih in drugih
podvigov, na drugi pa opozoriti na njegov nemajhen po-
men za slovenski in srednje- in vzhodnoevropski prostor
konca 18. in zacetkov 19. stoletja.

Za vsestransko pomoc pri nastajanju zbornika in or-
ganizaciji simpozija o Hacquetu se Zelim javno zahvaliti
naslednjim institucijam in posameznikom: Mestnemu
muzeju Idrija in njegovi direktorici gospe Ivani Leskovec,
Narodni galeriji v Ljubljani, poslancu Driavnega zbora
g Samu Bevku, dr. Joietu Bavconu, dr. Andraiu Car-
niju, dr. Vojislavu Likarju in g. Iztoku Sajku.

Prisrcna hvala tudi institucijam, podjetjem in posa-
meznikom, ki so financno podprli simpozij in zbornik, s
tem pa omogocili, da smo ju mogli pripraviti: Mestnemu
muzeju Idrija, Trgovskemu podjetju Terra — R.B. iz
Ljubljane, Splosnemu gradbenemu podjetju Zidgrad iz
Idrije ter Fundaciji Tanja in dr. Janez Sumrada iz
Ljubljane.

Ljubljana—Idrija, septembra 2003
Janez Sumrada



HACQUETIA 2/2 2003

FOREWORD

With his typically enlightening approach to the world,
broad education of a polymath, surprisingly wide research
horizon encompassing medicine, veterinary medicine, nu-
merous naturalistic disciplines and mountaineering ...
historiography, ethnography, journalism on one side, by his
sharp, often unconditional criticism attacking “errors” of
individuals and state/social systems on the other, Hacquet
represents a complex, sometimes contradictory personality,
who left deep traces in Central and Eastern Europe at the
end of the 18" and beginnings of the 19" centuries, mostly
through his numerous research results, as well as his broad-
er societal activities.

We cannot be sure even nowadays who Hacquet really
was and where he was born as his personal history remains
mostly unknown and partly unverifiable before the year
1766, when he was appointed surgeon to the imperial mer-
cury mine of Idrija in the Habsburg Duchy of Carniola.
However, he came to this part of the world with solid med-
ical knowledge accompanied by some experience in botany,
closely interrelated in those times. Not surprisingly, he broa-
dened and deepened his scientific interests when living in
the central area of today’s Slovenia (which he called his
“motherland”, referring to Slovenian as “my language”
or even “my mother tongue”), where he developed many
other naturalistic disciplines, obviously without being able
lo reach for the highest peaks simultaneously in them all.

But it was not obvious, though, that Hacquet would
later on reorient himself towards humanities, first of all eth-
nology and to a lesser extent history, both highly important
in shaping ethnical (national) consciousness and national
movements in modern sense of the term. This was a preme-
ditated shift, a consequence of Hacquet’s reception of a cer-
tain intellectual movement of the Enlightenment period. To
be true, so vast a change in mental apprehension and re-
search objectives was accessible to only few, what gives Hac-
quet even more credit. From this perspective, it is essential
that in the introduction to his “Oryctographia Carnio-
lica” (1778), Hacquet elaborated the first real enlightening
program among the Slovenians. Eventually, he tried to ma-
terialize it, not always successfully, sometimes in a confused
and contradictory manner, unapproved and even scorned
by some younger Enlightenment intellectuals of Slovenian
origin. We refer firstly to the dramatist and historian Anton
Tomaz Linhart (1756-1795), who did not spare Hacquet
in his letters addressed to Martin Kuralt (1757-1845)! As
a matter of fact, “Oryctographia” could not have repre-
sented a major threat to Linhart’s book entitled “Versuch
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einer Geschichte von Krain und den ubrigen Lin-
dern der stdlichen Slaven Oesterreichs” (1788,
1791), which came into existence only a decade later and
where ils author elaborated the first Slovenian concept of
history. Moreover, Linhart was partly right when attacking
Hacquet’s lack of systematical approach, confusion, histor-
ical and ethnographic mistakes; although one should nev-
ertheless bear in mind that Linhart’s brother-in-law, Anton
Makovic (1750-1803), eagerly waited to get hold of Hac-
quet’s professorial position at the Ljubljana Lycaeum, in
which he finally succeeded after Hacquet left for Lviv (Lvov
/Lemberg). One should always be cautious about possible
down-to-earth motives like this one ...

In reference to Hacquet’s enlightening program, its per-
manent and basic feature represents his endeavors for the
Slovenian public image of the territory inhabited by
Slovenians. Which explains why in his books and on his
geographical maps, even in correspondence with people
abroad, he kept giving priority to Slovenian place names at
the expense of German ones, and why he collected Slove-
nian terminology from various walks of life ... It seems that
later on he simply extended this concept to his new sur-
roundings when he left Carniola and settled in Lviv to
teach at the newly established university there.

Although the original concept of the conference on the
life and work of Balthasar Hacquet in Idrija has not fully
become flesh and blood, I firmly believe that we are success-
Jul in stressing the width and, generally speaking, influ-
ence of Hacquet’s scientific researches and societal activi-
ties, as well as his importance for the area of Slovenia and
Central and Eastern Europe at the end of the 18 " and the
beginning of the 19" centuries.

1 wish to express my gratitude to the following institu-
tions and individuals for their invaluable assistance in
preparing the conference and the book on Hacquet: the Town
Museum of Idrija and its Director, Ms. Ivana Leskovec,
the National Gallery in Ljubljana, Mr. Samo Bevk, M.P.,
Dr. Joze Bavcon, Dr. Andraz éami, Dr. Vojislav Likar and
M. Iztok Sajko.

An additional expression of thanks is extended to insti-
tutions and individuals who supported the project and
thus enabled it to come into existence: The Town Museum
of Idrija, Terra — R.B. Trading Co. of Ljubljana, Zidgrad
Engineering Co. of Idrija and Tanja and Dr. Janez Sum-
rada Foundation of Ljubljana.

Ljubljana-Idrija, September 2003 Janez Sumrada



