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VIRAL STRUCTURES OF CYBERFEMINISM

A ndrea  S ick

Today “virus” has becom e an inflationary, hybrid if n o t trivial term  that is effec
tive in  the m edia and  is m etaphorically applied not only in a biological and 
inform ation  technological con tex t bu t is also em ployed in a concretely politi
cal and  artistic one as well. Both positive and negative connotations are attached 
to the  w ord virus. Viral infections m ark the outbreak of som ething uncontrol
lable. By constructing  a CoF-Virus (= CyberoFem inism -V irus1) there is no in
ten tion  to follow this inflationary m ovem ent, b u t to design different models of 
viral rep resen ta tion  and  consider a num ber of d ifferent strategic viruses as well 
as p resen t and  question  the  technique o f cyberfeministic intervention. The 
potentiality  a virus m odel prom ises affects the m ode of a fem inist practice.

T h e  C o f the  C oF-Virus  stands for the digital m edia including  the com 
p u te r  virus an d  its p o ten tia l to  in tervene in com puter networks. T he F would 
th ere fo re  have to  answer fo r the  biological virus and  the poten tial o f in ter
vening  in  the  body that, due  to  digital m edia in particu lar and  changing per
cep tion  generally, is cu rren tly  subject to radical transform ation.

H ere , two assum ptions a re  m ade: T he C<>F-Virus b roadens the potential 
o f  a s tructure , and  the CoF-Virus destroys structures. This am biguity becomes 
quite  vivid in the  follow ing im age -  w ithout constitu ting the ambivalence that 
may be read  in to  such a co n cep t -  b u t by p resenting  the opposition o f two 
viral concepts:

1 Cf. with the conference title: “technics o f cyberofem inism  <mode=message>,” De
cem ber 2001, conceived by C laudia Reiche, F rauen.K ultur.L abor thealit, Brem en. 
('www.thealit.de'): Cf. Claudia Reiche, A ndrea Sick (eds.), technics o f cyberofem insm  
<mode=message>, Brem en ( th ea lit) ,Ju n e  2002.
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This rep roduction  o f R ichard  Dawkin shows a “b en ev o len t” virus en te r
ing in to  a life-sustaining re la tionship  w ith th e  host an d  a “m align” virus kill
ing its host. However, which m odel is the  “g o o d ” an d  w hich the  “b ad ” in 
term s o f the CoF-Virus and its in terven tion? T o this question , too, I ’m look
ing h ere  for an answer. My p ap e r constitu tes an  exp erim en ta l system tha t 
enables the  possibility o f a thesis re la ting  to  the  CoF-Virus to  be developed.

Transitional Models

W ith the invention o f a CoF-Virus we have a transitional viral m odel at 
o u r disposal, a m odel bearin g  two m eanings: If  C yberfem inism  is a viral 
Cyberfem inism , it will first have to be scru tin ised  as a p rog ram m e th a t is acti
vated by and spread via data  stream s; secondly, C yberfem insm  w ould have to 
be investigated as a collection o f m any d iffe ren t m olecules o r  particles. Such 
m olecules, visible only after being  m agnified  300,000 tim es, w ould be u n d e r
stood as in truders that, eq u ipped  with DNA an d  RNA, rew rite th e  DNA struc
ture o f a host cell as a transform ing  force. Both, th e  biologically labelled  and  
the inform ation  technology m odel reveal functions tha t tu rn  the  virus in to  a 
kind o f foil tha t m ight develop the po ten tia l o f Cyberfem inism  on  the  b o r
derline betw een biological and  in fo rm atio n  technology. S tarting  from  here  
one m ight see the possibility o f co u n te rac tin g  the  p revalen t fusion o f genetic 
technology an d  virology on the  o n e  h a n d  an d  th e  d ig ital m ed ia  an d  its 
visualisation and  reproduction  techniques on  the o th e r hand , apparently  b ind
ing a dual th inking  o f inside an d  outside, orig inal an d  copy.

Popular Examples of the Viral Transfer o f M eaning

1. T he m odel of the virus, itself always a rep resen ta tio n , is illustrated  
through  pictures tha t are m ade with com pletely  in co n g ru en t m ethods o f p ro 
duction. These figurative rep resen ta tio n s  are th en  app lied  in  d iffe ren t con 
texts. T he title page of the G erm an co m p u te r m agazine c’t on  co m p u te r vi
ruses and  the so-called “info-war,” fo r exam ple, illustrates this with p ictures o f 
an  anthrax-like bacterium  or virus. W hat becom es clear here , is th a t the  adop
tion o f the image o f a biological virus o r  bac terium  m agnified  by an  elec tron  
m icroscope and  th en  co loured  in, serves as a rep resen ta tio n  o f a co m p u te r 
virus (instead o f a sequence o f bytes o r p ro g ram m in g  lan g u ag e). An analogy 
between the biological and  co m p u te r virus is established.
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2. A n o th er exam ple o f such a transfer is the following: in  the m iddle of 
O c to b e r 2001 a co m p u te r virus ap p eared  -  an A nthrax  worm to be precise -  
sp read  th ro u g h  an  e-mail a ttach m en t called Anthrax-Info. T he program m e, 
however, was faulty an d  it was there fo re  n o t classi
fied as dangerous to the  w orld o f in form ation. A 
sim ilar case was an  AIDS hoax, circulating  as early 
as 1999, also sp read  via e-mail, b u t accord ing  to the 
McAfees Virus L ibrary it was n o t applicable.2

3. In  an  article o n  biological te rro r published 
in  th e  G erm an  news m agazine  Focus (O c to b er,
2001) the  words, “cyber-war,” “terror-w ar” and  “bio
te rro r” are p rin ted  in big letters, floating an at equal 
h e ig h t as captions fo r a nebu lous scenario o f war -  
as synonyms fo r o n e  an d  the  sam e p henom enon .

Viral scene o f war

All th ree  exam ples o f a viral transfer o f  m eaning here refer to a th rea t 
an d  ind icate  an attack. A p a tte rn  clearly em erges: The in trusion or interven
tion o f a so-called foreign  body in to  an existing system, in to  an organism  in so 
fa r as a co m p u te r netw ork  o r an  organic cell are u nderstood  in these terms. 
C urren tly  the  situation  reg ard in g  medially p ro d u ced  transfers o f m eaning of 
a viral a ttack  has shifted: Before S eptem ber 11, 2001 the m edia had  focused 
th e ir a tten tio n  on  effectively dissem inating inform ation ab o u t com puter vi

2 T here is also talk o f the Bin Laden-virus, feared as a meta-virus. It is considered highly 
unlikely that Bin Laden actually uses the aid of a com puter in his campaign. (Comp.: 
www.vmyths-com, last access: 28.10.01)
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ruses, “I  love you” o r  last sum m er’s “Code R ed” w ere  popu lar, while at the  sam e 
time paying little a tten tion  to the topic o f biological w eapons an d  the  th rea t 
they m igh t pose, o r any conventions called u p o n  to ban  th e ir  use. T he situa
tion has changed dram atically since th en . Today the  biological m odel is so 
virulently effective, th a t panic, fear an d  hysteria have becom e indistinguish
able from  one an o th e r as reactions to  the  th rea t o f  biological weapons.

T he result is a p rin ted  cong lom erate  o f th e  rh e to ric  o f  war an d  specialist 
term inology. O f course this is n o t the  first tim e th a t the  rh e to ric  o f war has 
n o t hesitated  to use m icrobiologically co ined  language and , vice versa, nei
th e r does the rhetoric  o f virology shy away from  m etaphors o f  w ar.3 However, 
today, in the contex t o f  the so-called “b io logical-terror” th ro u g h  an th rax  let
ters, the im m une system o f the body is becom ing  m ore th an  ever th e  scene o f 
a war in the  m edia. In this way the an th rax  attacks becom e in te rp re tab le  as a 
kind o f subcutaneous spreading, co m m u n ica tin g ju s tsu ch  hysterical ep id em 
ics, parano ia  and  dea th .4 B io-terrorism  has in fec ted  the  m edia so deeply  th a t 
even people n o t infected  start to feel an  itch a t the  m ere  th o u g h t and  doctors 
seriously warn us o f the psychoneuro tic effects o f  the  an th rax  fever sustained  
by the m edia. This works so well because th e  configuration  o f such a scene o f 
war is m ade n o t th rough  the actual use o f a virus, b u t th ro u g h  the  m ere  w arn
ing abou t them . T he am algam  o f biological an d  in fo rm ation  technology p re 
sents itself as a hoax: as the fake copy o f  a co m p u te r virus, th en  again as a fake 
biological virus o r bacterium , an th rax  by m ail fo r exam ple. T h e  le tte r filled 
with dextrose or baking powder sent from  im itators o r opponen ts o f war launch 
an ti-terro r m achinery and  reveal the  limits o f h ea lth  and  surveillance systems 
similar to com puter hoaxes th a t activate anti-virus program m es in o rd e r to 
increase sales. Letters filled with anthrax-spores o r letters p re ten d in g  to con 
tain them  have, with respect to th e ir d issem ination , m uch  in com m on with 
com pu ter virus. In bo th  cases the latency o f the  viruses, tha t is, th e ir a ttrib u te  
o f being p resen t w ithout being  no ticed , is a cen tra l no tion .

If the biological virus is u n d e rs to o d  as a ca rrie r o f  in fo rm ation , we can 
speak -  in the language o f the secret services -  with respect to bo th  biological 
and  m edia viruses, o f “sleepers” who rest in  th e  h o s t’s organism  w ithou t do 
ing any harm  until the tim e com es w hen they are activated.5 T h e  exam ples

3 Frequently used words in the discourse of im m unology are: defence strategy, exter
m ination and virus attack. The body is conceived of as a war zone. “Man o r microbe: who 
will be victorious...? Will the im m une system be able to assert itself in this battle?” in: 
Avrion Mitchison, “Mensch oder Mikrobe: W er gewinnt?” in: Das Immunsystem, Spektrum  
der Wissenschaft, Spezial, 3rd edition, 2 /  2001, H eidelberg, 88.

4 G oedert Palm, “Do Not Touch, Do N ot Inhale, Do N ot Taste,” in: Onlinem agazin 
telepolis, www.heise.de. 21.10.01

5 Cf. W alther Zimmerli, “Inform ation u n d  ‘k leiner U ntersch ied’: V iren jenseits von
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are m ean t to illustrate the  shifting analogies betw een biological and inform a
tion  viruses. N o t only the  transition  from  inform ation to biological-technol- 
ogy b u t also from  scientific research  in biology to war-technology -  always a 
fu n d am en ta l starting  p o in t fo r scientific research in co m p u ter science -  is 
difficult to d e term in e . T h e  conclusion: currently  the biological-virus is adap t
ing structu res o f the  inform ation-virus. W hat, however, happens at the bor
derline? T he angle b racket o f  the  C o F  virus m arks as an o p e ra to r a space to 
be filled. T he ideological im age o f dissolved borders as a strategy o f fem inist 
politics, as suggested  by D o n n a  Haraway fo r exam ple, would prevent the pos
sibility o f  action  along  th e  lines o f this border, w hich m akes the  space to be 
substitu ted  available.6

Experimental System: the Bio- and the Info-Model

T he p ercep tio n  th a t the  supposition  o f a CoF-Virus is thus based on  op
era tional m odels o f  viral in fection  constitutes the experim ental system pos
ited  here . T he system wants to investigate the transfers (T) o f these m odels. 
This is why the setting  is called E xperim ental System T, o r abbreviated EST. 
As productive E ST  it also operates on  the ind istinct borderline  betw een the 
trivial an d  th e  com plex. O n e  could  describe EST  as a m achine for the  red u c
tion  o f com plexity. For it always works with models. The m odels supply the 
m easurem ents necessary fo r navigating within the EST, h e re  following the 
etym ological sense o f m odel (m odulus lat.), m easure or s tandard  or form. 
From  the  perspective o f the  respective system -  here, that o f  “cyberfem inism ”
-  com plexity fulfils the  func tion  o f an  epistem ic horizon. T h e  individual at
tem pts at red u ctio n  can th ere fo re  ru n  in all kinds o f directions and th ere  is

G ut und  Böse,” in: Virusexpress, M atthias Michel, Isabelle Köpfli, Meret Ernst (eds.), Edi
tion Museum für G estaltung Zürich, B asel/Frankfurt am Main (Stroem feld/R oter Stern) 
1997, 37.

6 The following procedure underlines this displacement: Scientists at the National 
University o f C anberra in Australia were trying to produce a mouse contraceptive vaccine 
for pest control. The virus norm ally triggers off mousepox but was genetically modified 
and weakened so tha t it would ren d e r the rodents infertile. But the operation created a 
killer. A great num ber o f rodents died. M ore than half the rodents vaccinated against the 
disease they were exposed to were also killed by this new pathogen, once it had destroyed 
the im m une system at g reat speed. As such the scientific report gives instructions how to 
tu rn  a harmless m icrobe in to  a m onster. T ransferred to the context o f “bio-terror” this 
means: Researching possible defences against biological weapons may generate new types 
o f biological weapons. For every procedure to recognise substances used in biological 
warfare, o r their vaccines, presupposes the cultivation of the pathogens in the laboratory 
. Com pare Philip Bethge, “Baukasten für Gruselkeime,” in: Spiegel, 43/2001, 236-238.
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no go lden  rule to  e ith er avoid d ead  ends o r find  silver bu llets.7 T he viral 
m odels o f  EST  dem onstrate  a fu n d am en ta l structu re : they all d istinguish  be
tween virus and  host, inside and  outside etc.. This s tru c tu re  how ever foils 
itself, because the virus en ters its host, links u p  with the foreign code and  thus 
inscribes itself there. Is it really th a t sim ple to d istinguish  betw een host and  
in truder? Can the strange be p u t in  concre te  fo rm  o r is it p ro d u ced  by the 
respective experim ental situation?

In  th e  fields o f  im m unology o r virology these questions are m et with the 
following answers: If anti-genes (th a t is, viral p ro te ins o r pep tides) are to  be 
recognised as such by the responsible recep to rs, they m ust m ake it clear tha t 
they are able to distinguish betw een th e  “self,” th a t is th e ir  own cells, an d  the 
anti-genes or super-anti-genes; thus they m ust be able to p ro b e  the  d ifference 
betw een self and foreign; the cells o f th e  im m u n e system m ust d iffe ren tiate  
between an uncountable num ber o f in tru d in g  organism s w ithout h u rtin g  their 
own body. The im m une system is n o t eq u ip p ed  with all the  in fo rm ation  nec
essary to detect its host; in fact it only learns d u rin g  its developm en t what the 
“se lf’ is, i.e. the antibodies can only develop afte r a specific in fec tion  has 
already taken place.8 Viral-genetic research  has p ro d u ced  the  following im 
age o f th e  virus: it is able to constantly  change its surface structu re . C onse
quently, for exam ple, it has been  im possible to find  a life-long vaccine against 
influenza, the destructive flu from  the years o f 1918/19. T he constantly chang
ing virus can no longer be de tec ted  by the  im m u n e system. A transfo rm ation  
occurs, fo r exam ple, w hen the g enom  o f two viral subtypes m erge, th a t is, 
bo th  sim ultaneously invade the  body o f a h o st an d  the  viral partic les th en  
unite. R egarding the influenza pandem ic , one assum es a co-infection o f h u 
m an and  animal viruses.9 An infection  w ithou t an  o u tb reak  o f the  disease is 
also possible. T he distinction betw een host an d  in tru d er, foreign  an d  self, 
virus a and  virus b -  fundam en tal to  exp lo ra tio n  in  E ST  -  proves to be in a 
state o f constant dissolution. In o rd e r to  label the  setting  o f E ST  m ore  p re 
cisely, th e  m odels used in EST  n eed  to be specified and  red u ced  first.

T he Bio-M odel: A virus largely consists o f nucleic acids and  fo r the  virus 
these encodings provide access to  the  virus with access to the cen tra l func
tions o f an  organism: bacteria  an d  cells. T h e ir genom  contains only a lim ited  
am o u n t o f  genetic inform ation  an d  can only m ultiply in  the  cells o f  the host. 
T he replication may be described by the  follow ing steps: It attaches the  tail

7 Hans-Jörg Rheinberger, Experimentalsysteme und  epistemische Dinge, Eine Geschichte der 
Proteinsynthese im Reagenzglas, Göttingen (Wallstein) 2001, 247.

8 Philippa Marrack, Jo h n  W. K appler, “M echanism en d er Selbsttoleranz,” in: Das 
Immunsystem, Spektrum der Wissenschaft, Spezial, 3rd edition  2 /2001, 34-42.

9 M ichael Krauthammer, “Kleine Virologie für Q uereinsteiger,” in: Virusexpress, p. 26.
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fibres to the  cell m em b ran e , en ters  the cell and  releases the  viral genom , 
th en  transcribes the  viral genes an d  translates the m essenger RNA for the 
p ro d u c tio n  o f virus-com patible p ro teins and  finally replicates the viral genom  
an d  assem bles new  virus partic les in  the host cell. A release o f the now fin
ished  virus becom es possible.

T he Info-M odel: G enerally speaking, a virus consists of a small program m e 
th a t is tucked  away in  som e inconspicuous file form at so tha t it is n o t detected  
and  rem oved by an anti-virus-program m e. This program m e is, should it re
m ain un d e tec ted , activated by particu lar sections o f the operating  system or 
applications. A classic exam ple is the  forw arding o f a com pu ter virus via the 
in te rn e t, with the virus becom ing  active only after an infected mail attach-
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m ent has been o p en ed .10 In con trast to  biological viruses, co m p u te r viruses 
are described as self-replicating program m es.

Both m odels reduce and split u p  com plex  facts in o rd e r  to m ake them  
m ore operable an d  transferable. By w orking with these m odels in this p ap e r I 
am im itating the principles o f research  in  m o lecu lar biology on  hom ologous 
m odel substances -  synthetically m atch in g  substances -  because I define  h ere  
a synthetic m odel substance, the CoF-Virus . This also m eans th a t in  th e  E ST  
the virus shows itself as an epistem ic thing, as an  ob ject o f  discourse, as Hans- 
Jö rg  R heinberger has p u t it in re la tio n  to the  synthesis o f  p ro te ins fo r ex
am ple.11 H ere the param eters o f re p resen ta tio n  create  am bivalence. T h e  fol
lowing representations, investigated an d  p u b lished  as visualisations, m ay be 
com pared: in vitro-, and  in vivo- rep resen ta tio n s, o r  rep resen tin g  the  virus as 
data. In  Vitro in this system w ould be  called synthetic, in  vivo -  the  organic 
and da ta  represen ta tion  would be called  the  sim ulated. T h e  research  in virol
ogy as well as the m odels themselves can  serve to dem o n stra te  how these rep 
resentations -  vitro, vivo, co m p u ter -  cross an d  displace one  an o th er. T h e  
virus is constitu ted  in the oscillation o f rep resen ta tio n .

Indexical Structures of the Virus

Following P eirce’s theory o f signs, the  m ean ings o f  viral rep resen ta tio n  -  
vivo vitro and com pu ter related , as fea tu red  by E ST  here , can range from  
substitu tion  over em bod im en t to  physical realisation. This descrip tion  o f the 
process o f rep resen ta tion  d istinguishes betw een  symbol, icon  an d  index; 
m ean ing  that we are confron ted  with an  analogy o r a hypothetical construc t 
(thus a symbol in P eirce’s sense) in  the  first case, in the  second  with a m odel 
o r sim ulation (Peirce’s icons), and  in  the  th ird  with an  experim entally  realised 
fact) to be com pared with an index  in  P e irce ’s sem iotic system, i.e. a trace. “If 
the sign, in its individual existence (physically), is linked  to an  individual 
object, th en  I call the sign an  index ,” writes Peirce in  his fragm entary  sem iotic 
w ritings.12 Smoke indicating a fire is a typical in d ex  fo r Peirce fo r exam ple.

10 This is not always the case, if we take the following story, familiar to all in te rne t users, 
into account: one receives an e-mail with a w arning against the good-friend-virus as a 
header: If you receive a good-friend-mail you should n o t open it because it contains the 
virus. Simultaneously the recipient is requested  to send this mail to all the addresses in 
their address list. A few days later the all-clear arrives: the message did no t contain the 
virus, it was the virus itself. Cf. Ch. W alther Z im m erli, “In fo rm ation  u n d  ‘k le iner 
U nterschied’: Viren jenseits von Gut u n d  Böse,” in: Virusexpress, p. 35.

11 Cf. Hans-Jörg Rheinberger, Experimentalsystem und  epistemische Dinge, G öttingen 2001.
12 Charles Sanders Peirce, Semiotische Schriften 3  (1913), edited and translated by H elm ut
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In  th e  viral E ST  a g reen  o r b lue  colouring o f a substance acquired from  
the  body o r a synthetically p ro d u c ed  substance o r a shadow on  the x-ray o f a 
lung  o r also sym ptom s such as fever o r coughing, indicate the presence o f a 
virus etc. T h e  indexical co nstitu tion  stands at the centre  o f  a realised experi
m ental system. T h e  virus is in its realisation an index  and this index  can only 
be investigated w ithin th e  EST. T h e  virus shows itself only in  representation . 
W ere it the  real p a r t o f  th e  virus, it would be an  attribu te o f the represen ta
tion. For viruses, as th e  sm allest particles, are m arked by th e ir  invisibility: To 
visualise them , the  visible ligh t on  which conventional m icroscopes rely proves 
to be  too gross an d  too  low in frequency  for a p ro p e r represen ta tion . Only 
with th e  invention  o f  the  e lec tro n  m icroscope a t the  beginning  o f the 1930s 
(in the  last century) d id  the  visualisation o f the virus becom e possible. O r to 
p u t it in o th e r words, th e  virus has had  a decisive im pact on  the developm ent 
o f the  e lec tro n  m icroscope. E lectrons contain  lim ited energy  to penetrate  
objects, an d  only very th in  structu res can be x-rayed and depicted , and  these 
structu res are roughly  th e  size o f  virus. W hat can we see though? T he viral 
in fection  itself, th a t is, the  transition  o f the particles rep resen ted  in the elec
tro n  m icroscope to th e ir  active state, goes han d  in hand  with their structural 
dissolution. Viruses lose th e ir  com plex structure -  the very one the electron 
m icroscope is m ean t to  cap tu re  -  in  the course o f intrusion. This means: The 
process o f  rep lication  is generally  invisible. T he infectious an d  m orbid  activ
ity o f a virus can n o t be m ade visible only when sim ulated.13 T he symptom is a 
sign o f its realisation. In the  con tex t o f such a sym ptomatic EST, as I assume 
h ere , the  virus can be  said to d en o te  an  index in the sense ou tlined  in the 
sem iotic theory  o f Peirce. T h e  CoF-Virus would show particu lar signs o f be
ing  an  index, cou ld  be u n d ers to o d  as a realised m odel, precisely because it 
reveals itself -  as any virus w ould in  princip le -  in the symptom.

On the Question o f Virus Detection

O n the prem ise th a t the  virus reveals itself th rough  its symptoms, it be
com es recognisable th ro u g h  the  signs o f the disease it produces. T he disease 
becom es readab le  th ro u g h  th e  symptoms. R elated to the symptoms, the virus

Pape and Christiane Koesel, F rankfurt am Main (Suhrkamp) 1993, 135. Also Cf. Hans- 
Jörg  Rheinberger, “Von d er Zelle zum G en,” in: Räume des Wissens, Repräsentation, Codierung, 
Spur, Hans-Jörg Rheinberger, Michael H agner, Bettina W ahrig-Schmidt (eds.), Berlin 
(Akademie-Verlag) 1997, 266.

13 Thom as Bächi, “Visualisierung von Viren? ‘Seeing is believing’,” in: Virusprozess, pp. 
30-32.
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is only th en  recognisable if it is active an d  sym ptom s are consequen tly  p ro 
duced. In  this respect the virus can  be in te rp re te d  as a sym ptom -m achine. 
T he virus-replications are functions o f such a m achine.

In relation  to F reu d ’s theory  o f  w ish-fulfilm ent, sym ptom s an d  dream s 
can be read  in a sim ilar way, for b o th  n eed  to be d ec ip h ered : T h e  d ream , in 
the system of consciousness, preconsciousness, unconsciousness is th o u g h t 
o f as a represen ta tion  o f an  unconscious, b u t realised  wish, i.e. th e  ob ject the 
psychoanalytic therapy in tends to dec ipher. T h e  sym ptom  in this theore tical 
conception , prim arily hysterical as a realised  unconscious wish an d  thus as 
wish-fulfilment, w here -  here  in con trast to  the  dream  -  a wish from  the  pre- 
conscious is ad d ed .14 If one supposes a sim ilar s tru c tu re  o f  d ream  an d  hysteri
cal symptom, the following claim  can be m ade: If d ream  an d  hysterical symp
toms have the same structure , an d  cyberfem inism  is conceptually  th o u g h t of 
as CoF-Virus, th en  cyberfem inism  is a m ach in e  th a t p roduces an d  circum 
scribes the  wishes o f a fem inism  as such, th a t never existed n o r will ever exist. 
Fem inism  would p resen t itself with its sym ptoms.

T h en  cyberfeminism could reveal itself as a p latform  th a t disguises, dis
places an d  represents the wishes o f fem inism , in  w hatever varied shapes it 
m ight p resen t itself. T he m asquerade o f a m asquerade w ould be born . A nd in 
the viral m odel the cyberfem inism  cou ld  in fec t such a m asq u erad e .15 Fem i
nism, as the po ten tial in the viral p rogram m ing-code en ters  the host -  an 
already existing system -  is unpacked, com bined, replicated and  released again. 
But this m odel is a paradoxical m ateria l p en e tra tin g  an d  p ro d u c in g  sh o rt 
circuits o f logic. In this respect it is the  p o ten tia l and  p ro ced u re  o f the  virus, 
the symptoms o f which it interlinks. Every virus has its own p rogram m e, every 
CoF-Virus as well, it shows itself in  infin ite m utations, the  respective codes of 
which are being replicated. T he m utan ts fo rm  a network.

W ith the CoF-Virus we get a technology th a t conceptualises the  m ode o f 
a fem inist practise and  tha t is a t the  sam e tim e a hybrid term  cou n terac tin g  
the concrétisation o f such a strategy. C oF-Virus is a “cyborg,” p resupposing  
that “cyborg” is understood  as a concep t, th a t seeks to re p resen t the  radical 
transform ation o f body and  senses at th e  bo rd erlin e . T he virus functions as a 
transm itte r o f bio-technology and  the  science o f  in fo rm ation  -  o f cybernetics 
and  organism . In case Cyberfem inism  is a virus, th en  it will be  a b o rd e rlin e r

14 S igm und F reud , T rau m d e u tu n g , (1900), Zur Psychologie der Traumvorgänge, 
Studienausgabe Bd. 2, Frankfurt am Main 1972, 542. Compare: The Interpretation o f Dreams, 
translated by Tames Strachey, The Pelican Freud Library, Volume 4, Pelican Books, Penguin 
Books, 1976.

15 Also com pare A ndrea Sick, “D ream M achine: Cyberfem inism ,” in: Next Protocoils, 
Claudia Reiche, V erena Kuni (eds.), New York (autonom edia) 2002. (in print)
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an d  a b o rder-eng ineer, p e rta in in g  to whose represen ta tion  and  realisation 
d iffe ren t theses can apply -  in  this respect it always is as it was realised. And 
th e  d ream  o f every C oF-Virus  w ould be its infinite replication, so it may con
tin u e  to exist. Its effect w ould be to  d isturb  the sm ooth ru n n in g  o f a system 
an d  genera te  resistance.
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