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L ju b lja n a

T he s ite  of th e  re n o w n e d  Is th m ia n  G am es, to d ay  th e  v illage o f K6pa Bpitn;, 
w as excava ted  a f te r  th e  w a r  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  by  O scar B ro n e e r  u n d e r  th e  a u s 
p ices  of th e  A m erican  School o f C lassica l S tu d ies . T he ex cav a tio n s  w ere  re c e n t
ly  re su m e d  by  P. A. C lem ent, w h o  b eg a n  h is  f ir s t  cam p aig n  in  1967 co n tin u in g  
each  y e a r  u n til  1972, a n d  a f te r  a b re a k  o f  th re e  y ea rs  s ta r te d  ag a in  in  1976.* 
T he a re a s  ex p lo re d  w ere  m a in ly  th e  E a s t  F ie ld  ( ra th e r  la te  a n d  in sign i
fic a n t re m a in s  im m e d ia te ly  e a s t o f th e  s a n c tu a ry  o f P o sed io n  a n d  th e  s tad ion ) 
N o rth e a s t G ate a n d , m o s t recen tly , th e  R o m an  B a th . T he la s t  tw o  a re as  w ere  
a  p a r t  o f th e  la te  R o m an  defensive  sy s te m , th e  H exam ilion  W all, b u ilt  a c ro ss  
th e  I s th m u s  to  p r o te c t  th e  P e lo p o n n ese  ag a in s t th e  f re q u e n t h o s tile  in c u r 
s ions a t  th e  close a f  an tiq u ity . D u rin g  th e  in v e s tig a tio n  of th e  N o rth e a s t G ate 
n u m e ro u s  re u se d  b lo c k s  w e re  d isco v ered , som e of th e m  in sc rib e d . T he ex
ca v a tio n  o f  th e  R o m a n  T h e rm a l co m p lex  u n co v e red  p a r t  o f a  la rg e  b u ild in g  
w ith  b e a u tifu l m o sa ic  f lo o r w h ich  p ro b a b ly  d a te s  f ro m  th e  se co n d  ce n tu ry  
A. D. I ts  n o r th e rn  w alls  w ere  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  H exam ilion  w a ll a t  th e  b eg in 
n in g  of th e  f if th  c e n tu ry  A. D. a n d  h e n c e fo rw a rd  th e  b u ild in g  se rv e d  fo r  defen 
sive p u rp o se s  o n ly .1

T he in sc rip tio n s  h e re  p u b lish ed , m o s t  o f th e m  very  f ra g m e n ta ry , cam e to  
lig h t b e tw e en  1967 a n d  1976 d u r in g  th e  ex cav a tio n s a t  I s th m ia  in  th e  fo llow ing  
a re a s  : F o r tre s s  W all, E a s t F ie ld , N o rth e a s t  G ate a n d  R om an  B a th . T h ere  a re  
few er L a tin  in sc r ip tio n s  th a n  G reek, a l th o u g h  th e ir  p e rc e n ta g e  is g re a te r  th a n  
e lsew h ere  in  R o m an  A chaia, d u e  d o u b tle ss  to  th e  fa c t th a t  th e  s ite  o f I s th m ia  
b e lo n g ed  to  th e  a g e r  o f th e  c o lo n ia  L a u s  l i d i a  C o r in th ie n s is .

1. Pl. 1 : 1 Inv. N o. U  518. A f ra g m e n t f ro m  a  w h ite  m a rb le  s la b  fo u n d  in  th e  
a re a  of th e  F o r tre s s  W all on  M ay 11, 1967. T here  a re  tra c e s  o f p la s te r  on  all 
faces. In sc r ib e d  a n d  b o tto m  faces sm o o th , o th e rs  b ro k en . M o u ld ed  edge above 
th e  le tte rs .

* I w ould like to  thank  Professor Clem ent for having given m e the perm ission 
to  publish the Latin  inscriptions discovered during the tim e when he w as conducting 
the excavations.



2. Pl. 1: 2 In v . N o. 12' 519. A f ra g m e n t o f  a n  in sc r ip tio n  o n  d a rk  g rey ish  lim e
s to n e , fo u n d  a t  th e  N o r th e a s t  G ate o n  M ay 13, 1967. All fac es  ex cep t th e  in 
sc rib e d  o n e  a r e  b ro k e n . T h e re  a re  tr a c e s  o f  fo u r  o r  five le t te r s  in  th e  se co n d  
te x t line .

H e ig h t 0.072 m , w id th  0.160 m , th ic k n e s s  0.07 m . H e ig h t o f le t te rs  0.038 m .

----------- tr ib u le s  T R IB  . M A n e ia e ? -------------
----------------------------  tr a c e s  ----------------------------

T h e  h o r iz o n ta l  h a s ta  o f th e  T  is m iss in g . Of th e  le t te r s  in  th e  se co n d  te x t 
line  on e  is P, R  o r  B ,  o th e rs  c a n n o t b e  d isc e rn ed . Of A  on ly  o sm a ll p a r t  o f  th e  
f ir s t  o b liq u e  h a s ta  is  p re se rv e d , th u s  ex c lu d in g  th e  p o s s ib ility  o f co m p le tin g  
th e  le t te r s  as  t r ib (u n u s )  m [ i l( i tu m ) '] .  M a n e ia  is o n e  of th e  e lev en  k n o w n  Co
r in th ia n  tr ib e s  (see be low ).2

3. PL 1: 3 In v . N o. 1 2  521. A sm a ll f ra g m e n t f ro m  an  in s c r ip tio n  on  w h ite  
m a rb le , fo u n d  a t  th e  N o r th e a s t  G a te  o n  Ju n e  1, 1967. F ro n t  a n d  b a c k  faces 
sm o o th , all o th e rs  a re  b ro k e n . No o n e  o f  th e  th re e  v is ib le  le t te r s  is p re se rv e d  
en tire ly .

H e ig h t 0.086 m , w id th  0.023 m , th ic k n e s s  (o rig inal) 0.023 m . H e ig h t o f le t te rs  
ca. 0.07 m .

4. PL 2: 4 In v . N o. 1 2  69-3. A b a se  o f g rey  lim esto n e , re u s e d  a s  a  fo u n d a tio n  
s to n e , fo u n d  a t  th e  s o u th e a s te rn  c o rn e r  o f th e  B a s tio n  a t  th e  N o rth e a s t G ate 
o n  M ay 14, 1969.3 T h e  r e a r  fac e  is w o rn  as  th o u g h  th e  b lo c k  h a d  o n ce  b e e n  u sed  
as a  sill. A t th e  c e n tr e  of i t  is a  so c k e t ca. 0.06 m  in  d ia m e te r  a n d  ca. 0.02 m  deep. 
T he in sc r ib e d  fa c e  is d am ag e d  on th e  le f t  side. P u n c tu a tio n  m a rk s  a f te r  each  
w o rd .

H e ig h t 0 .5 2 m , w id th  0.485 m , th ic k n e s s  0 .39m . H e ig h t o f le t te r s :  line  1,
0.055 m  ; lines 2— 7, 0.04— 0.045 m .

CALLICRATEAE .
P H IL E S I . F I L .
SA C ERD O TI . IN  P E R P E T .
P R O V ID E N T IA E  . AVG .
E T  . SALV TIS . PV B LIC A E .
T R IB V L E S  . T R IB  . CLAVDIAE .
B E N E  . M E R IT A E  .

T ex t line 4 : A u g . m ay  b e  e x p a n d ed  e i th e r  as  A u g (u s ta e )  o r  A u g (u s ti) .
A  j u s t  s lig h tly  la rg e r  b ase  (h e ig h t 0.715 m , w id th  0.525 m , th ic k n e s s  0.42 m . 

H eig h t o f le t te r s  0.065— 0.030 m ) w ith  id e n tic a l d e d ic a tio n  ( a p a r t  f ro m  th e  d if
fe re n t d e d ic a tin g  tr ib e  ) w as fo u n d  a t  C o rin th  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f th is  ce n tu ry .4



T he tr ib e  th a t  s e t  u p  th e  C o rin th ia n  in sc r ip tio n  to  th e  s a m e  p r ie s te s s  w as 
A g rip p ia , th u s  n a m e d  in  h o n o u r  o f M. V ip san iu s A grippa. T h e  t r ib u s  on  o u r  
in sc rip tio n , C la u d ia , h a s  n o t p rev io u s ly  b ee n  a t te s te d  a t  C o rin th . A lthough  
th e  f in a l n u m b e r  o f th e  local C o rin th ia n  tr ib e s  c a n n o t be e s tim a te d , th e re  a re  
n o w  a lto g e th e r  e lev en  k n o w n  b y  n a m e  : A tia , A g r ip p ia , A u re lia , C a lp u rn ia , H o-  
s ti lia , L iv ia , M a n e ia , V a tin ia , D o m it ia  a n d  C la u d ia fi I t  has  b e e n  assu m ed  th a t  
m o s t o f th em , o r  p o ss ib ly  all, d e riv e d  th e ir  nam es f ro m  th e  n o m in a  o f v ario u s  
re la tiv es  o r  f r ie n d s  o f A ug u stu s .6 I f  th is , su p p o s itio n  is c o r re c t  t r ib u s  C la u d ia  
w as m o st likely  n a m e d  in  h o n o u r  o f M . C la u d iu s  M a rce llu s , A u g u s tu s ’ nephew , 
of w h o m  h e  w as v e ry  fond , o r  p e rh a p s  a f te r  h is  s te p so n  T ib e r iu s  C la u d iu s  N e ro ,  
th e  fu tu re  e m p e ro r  T iberiu s .

The n am e o f  th e  p r ie s te s s , w h ich  c o n s is ts  of h e r  c o g n o m e n  a n d  f ilia tio n  
only, in d ic a te s  t h a t  she  d id  n o t  rece iv e  R o m an  citizensh ip . P rie s te sse s , f la m i-  
n ic a e  o r  s a c e r d o te s ,  w e re  n o t u n c o m m o n  in  th e  im p e ria l c u lt a n d  w ere  ch a rg ed  
w ith  th e  c u lt o f liv ing  o r  d eceased  d e ifie d  em p resses . The c u l t  o f  th e  p e rso n 
ified  v ir tu e s , w h ic h  w e re  s ince  th e  e s ta b l ish m e n t o f th e  p r in c ip a te  co n s id ered  
p r im a rily  as th e  im p e ria l q u a litie s , w a s  c losely  c o n n e c ted  w ith  th e  im p e ria l 
w o rsh ip , e n t ru s te d  eq u a lly  e i th e r  to  p r ie s ts  o r  to  p r ie s te s se s . T h is is c lea rly  
c o n firm e d  by se v e ra l exam ples a t  C o r in th  a n d  e lsew here .7 S h e  w as ap p o in te d  
th e  p r ie s te s s  o f P r o v id e n tia  A u g { u s ta ) a n d  S a lu s  p u b lic a .  H e r  fu n c tio n  is sp e 
cified  as in  p e r p e t( u u m ) ,  w h ich  b e a rs  p u re ly  h o n o ra ry  s ig n if ic a n c e .8

W est's  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  th e  id e n tic a l in sc rip tio n  fo u n d  a t  C o rin th  does n o t 
seem  en tire ly  s a tis fa c to ry . B ecause o f  th e  a s so c ia tio n  o f P r o v id e n tia  an d  S a lu s  
h e  co m p ared  it  to  th e  in sc rip tio n  f ro m  In te ra m n a 9 a n d  a n o th e r  on e  fro m  Gor- 
ty n , C re te10 w h ic h  c o m m em o ra te s  th e  d iscovery  of S e ja n u s ’ co n sp iracy , a n d  
th u s  h e  co n e c ted  th e  C o rin th ian  in s c r ip tio n  w ith  th e  sam e ev en t. T h ere  a re , 
how ever, tw o  b a s ic  d iffe ren ce s  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  m e n tio n e d  in sc rip tio n s  a n d  
C a llic ra tea 's . F ir s t  o f all, no  e s ta b lish e d  c u lt  is invo lved  in  e i th e r  o f th e m ; in  
b o th  cases th ey  a r e  in d iv id u a l d ed ic a tio n s  only. F u r th e rm o re , th e  P ro v id e n tia  
in  q u e s tio n  is n o t  so m e w h a t g e n e ra lised  P r o v id e n tia  A u g (u s ta )  o r  A u g (u s ti) ,  
b u t  specifically  s ta te d  to  b e  th e  P ro v id e n ce  o f Ti. C a esa r A u g u s tu s  —  an d  as 
b o th  in sc rip tio n s  w e re  ac co m p an ie d  b y  th e  ex ac t d a te , th e re  is no  d o u b t to  
w h ich  occas ion  th e y  ap p lied .

H ere  th e  s i tu a t io n  is d iffe ren t. A lth o u g h  i t  is p o ss ib le  th a t  S e ja n u s ’ fa ll 
m ig h t h av e  led  to  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f th e  c u lt of P r o v id e n tia  a n d  S a lu s  a t 
C o rin th ,11 it  c e r ta in ly  soon  d eve loped  in to  a m u c h  m o re  g e n e ra l cu lt, w h ere  
P r o v id e n tia  A ug . w as  w o rsh ip p e d  a s  th e  P ro v id en ce  o f an y  re ig n in g  e m p e ro r  
a n d  S a lu s  p u b lic a  a s  th e  u n iv e rsa l w ell-be ing  of th e  e m p ire .12

An a l ta r  w as s e t  u p  to  S a lu s  p o p u l i  R o m a n i  to g e th e r  w ith  C o n c o rd ia  a n d  
P a x  in  R om e u n d e r  A u g u stu s  a n d  a n o th e r  to  P r o v id e n tia  A u g u s ta  u n d e r  T ibe
r iu s .13 T he la t te r  w a s  co m m e m o ra te d  a s  th e  v ir tu e  o f  A u g u stu s  on  th e  co in s 
w h ich  T ib e riu s  s t r u c k  in  h is  h o n o u r .14 Im p e r ia l c u lt w as f lo u rish in g  th ro u g h 
o u t th e  em p ire  a n d  w as very  m u c h  fa v o u re d  a lso  u n d e r  T ib e riu s , so  it is h igh ly  
p ro b a b le  th a t  th e  in sc r ip tio n  is T ib e ria n  —  a n d  if n o t th e  in sc r ip tio n  itse lf, 
w h ich  is in  any  ca se  n o t m u c h  la te r , th e n  c e r ta in ly  th e  in tro d u c tio n  of th e  cu lt 
in  C o rin th . I t  w a s  a t  th e  e n d  o f  h is re ig n  a lso  th a t  som e k in d  o f a  p ro v in c ia l 
k o in o n  w as  p e rm a n e n tly  e s ta b lish e d  a t  A rgos. T h ere  seem s to  b e  no  rea so n  
to  d isp u te  the  d a te  p ro p o se d  b y  W est.



T he m u n ic ip a l c u l t  is r a th e r  w e ll a t te s te d  a t  C o rin th , a n d  th e  I s th m ia n  
P o se id o n  s a n c tu a ry  w ith  its  fam o u s  fe s tiv a l, C a esa rea  a n d  Im p e r ia l  C o n tests , 
co u ld  h av e  b e e n  a  su ita b le  a n d  im p o r ta n t  c e n tre  o f th e  im p e r ia l  w o rs h ip .15

5. PL 2 : 5, 3 : 5 a  Inv . No. 12’ 69— 4. A rc h itra v e  b lo c k  o f  w h ite  m a rb le  (IA  
69— 42, o r  R o a d w ay  b lo c k  N o. 42) fo u n d  a t  th e  N o r th e a s t  G a te  o n  A pril 25, 
1969.16 In s c r ip t io n  is o n  th e  b o tto m  s id e  o f th e  b lo c k  w ith  t r a c e s  o f r e d  p a in t 
o n  th e  le tte rs .  T h e  m o u ld e d  ed g e  ab o v e  a n d  b e lo w  th e  in s c r ip tio n  is b ro k e n  off. 
T h e  lo w e r  m o u ld in g  of th e  b lo c k  is e n t ire ly  p re se rv e d  a n d  is  s im ila r  to  th a t  of 
b lo c k s  6 a n d  7. T h e  u p p e r  face  is ro u g h ly  p ic k ed , p e rh a p s  o rig in a l. P u n c tu a tio n  
m a rk s  b e tw e e n  th e  le t te rs .  O ne sh o u ld  n o te  a  r a th e r  la rg e  in te rv a l  b e tw e e n  
th e  se c o n d  a n d  th e  th i r d  w o rd .

H e ig h t (p e rh a p s  o rig in a l)  0.58 m , w id th  2.08 m , th ic k n e s s  (o rig inal) 0.50 m . 
H e ig h t o f  th e  in s c r ib e d  sp ace  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  m o u ld e d  ed g es  0.13 m . H eig h t 
o f le t te r s  0.094 m .

----------- q u a e s to r  PR O V IN C IA E  . ACHAIAE . T R IB u n u s  p le b i s -------------

T h is  is a  f ra g m e n t  o f a  m o n u m e n ta l in sc r ip tio n , n o t  a  d e d ic a tio n  (in  w h ich  
case  th e  r e s to r a t io n s  sh o u ld  b e  in  d a tiv e )  b u t  r a th e r  a  b u ild in g  in s c r ip tio n 17 
w h ich  p re s e rv e d  a t  le a s t a  p a r t  o f a  c u r s u s  h o n o r u m  o f a  q u a e s to r  o r  a  p ro 
c o n s u la r  le g a te  o f  A cha ia  w h o  h a d  d o n a te d  th e  s t r u c tu re  to  w h ic h  th is  a rc h i
te c tu ra l  b lo c k  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  I s th m ia n  s a n c tu a ry . S u ch  a  se q u en c e  o f  th e  
o ffices is  c o n f irm e d  b y  th e  k n o w n  c a re e rs  o f o th e r  q u a e s to rs . So w as L. [C a? ] 
n in iu s  S e x t iu s  F lo r e n t in u s  u n d e r  T ra ja n  o r  H a d r ia n  q u a e s t .  p r o v .  A [c~\haiae  
an d  th e n  tr ib . p i .  B e fo re  th e  q u a e s to rs h ip  h e  h a d  b e e n  I I I  v i r  a u r . agr. (aere) 
f la n d o  ( fe r iu n d o ) ,  th is  hav in g  b ee n  h is  f i r s t  office, a n d  a t ta in e d  ev e n tu a lly  th e  
le g a te sh ip  of A ra b ia .18

E a r ly  in  th e  re ig n  o f  H a d ria n , C n. P a p ir iu s  A e l ia n u s  A e m il ia n u s  T u s c il lu s  
is k n o w n  to  h a v e  b e e n  q (u a e s to r ) p r o v [ in c ia e  | A c h a ia e ] a n d  a f te rw a rd s  tri- 
b u n u s  p leb i\_s c a n d .? ] . T h e  q u a e s to rs h ip  is  g iven as h is  f i r s t  o ffice .19 T he sam e 
o rd e r  is lik e w ise  o b se rv e d  o n  G reek  in sc r ip tio n s , v h e re  C. C la u d iu s  T i t ia n u s  
D e m o s tr a tu s  is  s ta te d  to  h av e  b e e n  -,o.\ih.q s-ap/siac ’Ayaiaq a n d  -/.[avo ?]
(ca. A. D. 150) e tc .20

T h e a l te rn a t iv e  in te r p re ta t io n  o f o u r  f ra g m e n ta ry  in s c r ip tio n  is  o ffe re d  by  
th e  c u r s u s  o f  th e  p ro c o n s u la r  leg a te , n a m e ly  P. P a c tu m e iu s  C le m e n s ,  w h o  is 
k n o w n  to  h a v e  s e rv e d  u n d e r  H a d r ia n  a s  th e  leg a te  o f R o s ia n u s  G e m in u s ,  h is  
fa th e r  in  law , th e n  th e  p ro c o n su l of A ch a ia  ; h e  w as a f te rw a rd s  t r ib u n u s  p le b is .-1 
A nd la s tly  o n e  . . .  iu s  L . f .  . . .  u s, w h o se  c a re e r  h a s  b e e n  d a te d  to  th e  re ig n  of 
A u g u stu s  a n d  w h o  se em s to  h av e  b e e n  b o th  q u a e s to r  a n d  le g a te  : q. e t  lega t. | 
[ p r o v in c . Ac] h a ia e , tr . p le b .  e tc .22

T h e o ffices w h ic h  th e y  e n te re d  b e fo re  th e  q u a e s to rs h ip  o r  th e  leg a te sh ip  
resp ec tiv e ly  a r e  v a r io u s  ( I I I  v i r  a u r . a rg . f la n d o ;  os/.qxßspoc; X  v ir  s t l i t ib u s  
iu d ic a n d . ; t r ( ib u n u s )  m i l ( i tu m )  ; o r  a lte rn a tiv e ly  n o th in g  is  g iven  b e fo re  th e  
q u a e s to rsh ip . T h e re fo re  any  f u r th e r  c o m p le tio n  o f th e  n ew  f ra g m e n t is exc lud
ed. As th e  d a te  b y  th e  le tte r- fo rm s  is  n o t  re liab le ,23 a n d  a s  th e re  is n o  o th e r  
ch ro n o lo g ica l in d ic a to r ,  th e  in s c r ip tio n  c a n  b e  on ly  ap p ro x im a tiv e ly  d a te d  to  
th e  e n d  of th e  f i r s t ,  o r  to  th e  ea rly  s e c o n d  c e n tu ry  A. D. T h is  is, m o reo v e r, th e  
p e r io d  w h ich  o f fe re d  m o s t o f th e  e n u m e ra te d  p a ra lle ls .



6. Pl. 4: 6 In v . N o. 1 2  524. In sc r ib e d  a rc h itra v e  b lo c k  o f  w h ite  m a rb le  (IA  
2105, o r  R o ad w ay  b lo c k  No. 39) w h ich  fo rm e d  th e  s o u th e rn  h a lf  o f th e  sill of 
th e  N o rth e a s t G a te ; fo u n d  on  M ay 23, 1967. The u p p e r  s id e  is th e re fo re  m u c h  
w orn . T he u p p e r  m o u ld e d  edge above th e  in sc rip tio n  is b ro k e n  off. As it  has  
n o t b een  rem o v e d  y e t fro m  th e  p re s e n t  p o s itio n  it h a s  b een  n e i th e r  p h o to g ra p h 
ed  n o r  fu lly  m e a s u re d  an d  one m ay  ex p e c t to  rec o v er so m e  m o re  le tte rs  of 
th e  in sc rip tio n . T h e  u p p e r  a n d  lo w er m o u ld in g  is th e  sam e a s  th a t  p rese rv e d  
on  b lock  5. (In  1969 a n o th e r  le t te r  w as  a d d e d  to  th e  ones a lre a d y  v isib le , nam ely  
th e  beg inn ing  Q .)24

H eig h t 0.55 m , w id th  2.16 m , th ic k n e s s  (orig inal) 0.60 m . H e ig h t o f le tte rs  ca.
0.09 m.

----------- QVOQVE . A N n o ?------------

7. PI. 4: 7 Inv . N o. 1 2  69— 5. A f ra g m e n t o f w h ite  m a rb le  a rc h itra v e  b lock  
(IA  69— 48, o r  R o a d w ay  b lo c k  No. 27) fo u n d  a t  th e  N o rth e a s t G ate o n  M ay 2, 
196 9.25 T h e  u p p e r  a n d  lo w er m o u ld in g , a lth o u g h  d am ag ed  a n d  incom ple te , 
closely re se m b le s  th e  m o u ld in g  on  b lo c k  6.

H eig h t 0.33 m , w id th  1.15 m , th ic k n e s s  (orig inal) 0.56 m . H e ig h t of le tte rs
0.09 m . T he sp a ce  b e tw e e n  th e  le t te rs  0.27 m .

----------- S E X M e s tr is ? ------------

A p p ro x im ate ly  th e  sam e h e ig h t o f le t te rs  as th a t  on  N o. 6 a n d  th e  sam e 
space b e tw e en  th e  le t te rs  fav o u r th e  p o ss ib ility  th a t  b o th  f ra g m e n ts  belong  to  
th e  sam e in s c r ip tio n .26

S ex m [es tr is~ \ w a s  sug g ested  by L ’a n n é e  é p ig ra p h iq u e  a n d  w o u ld  app ly  to  
tr ib u n u s  m i l i t u m  o r  p r a e fe c tu s  c o h o r tis .  I t  is eq u a lly  p o ss ib le  to  exp lain  th e
le tte rs  as a  n a m e  : S e x ( tu s )  M [------- ], th o u g h  it  is p e rh a p s  u n u s u a l  th a t  th e re
is no  p u n c tu a tio n  m a rk  a f te r  S E X .

The th re e  a rc h itra v e  b lo ck s w ere  d isc o v ered  close to  one a n o th e r  along  w ith  
m an y  u n in sc r ib e d  b locks. H ow ever, th e  d iffe ren ce  in  sp a c in g  b e tw e en  th e  
le tte rs  on  th e  la s t  tw o  b locks a n d  th o s e  o n  th e  f ir s t  b lo c k  m a k e s  it  r a th e r  im 
p ro b ab le  th a t  th e y  belong  to  th e  s a m e  in sc rip tio n , th o u g h  th e y  derive  very  
possib ly  f ro m  th e  sam e a rc h ite c tu ra l com plex . P e rh a p s  th e  in sc r ip tio n  r a n  in  
tw o  te x t lines, b u t  i t  seem s m o re  lik e ly  th a t  th e re  w ere  tw o  in sc rip tio n s , one 
p laced  o n  each  s id e  of th e  b u ild in g . T h is w as d o u b tle ss  a  p u b lic  b u ild in g  of 
som e k in d  (m o n u m e n ta l gate? , sa n c tu a ry ? , p o r tic o ? )  b ec au se  th e  in sc rip tio n  
m e n tio n s a h ig h  R o m an  m a g is tra te ;  b u t  any  p re c ise r  su g g e s tio n  rem a in s  
d ifficu lt u n til  a ll th e  rem a in in g  p ieces a re  reco v ered  an d  s tu d ie d  in  detail.

8. PI. 4: 8 In v . N o. 1 2  71— 5. A p ie c e  o f w h ite  m a rb le  s la b  w ith  fo u r fra g 
m e n ta ry  le tte rs , p ro b a b ly  L atin , fo u n d  in  th e  a re a  of th e  E a s t  F ie ld  on  A pril 22, 
1971. T races of a  h ig h  c ro s sb a r  on  A  c a n  b e  seen  a t  th e  to p  edge of th e  stone. 
B roken  o n  all s id es .

H eigh t 0.16 m , w id th  0.155 m , th ic k n e s s  0.023 m . H eig h t o f  le t te r s  (estim ated )
0.075 m.



9. PL 4: 9 In v . N o. 1 2  72— 6. A f ra g m e n ta ry  in s c r ip tio n  on  w h ite  m a rb le , 
p e rh a p s  a to m b s to n e , fo u n d  in  th e  R o m a n  B a th  o n  Ju n e  1, 1972. I t  is b ro k e n  o n  
a ll s id es . W o rd s  a r e  s e p a ra te d  by  p u n c tu a t io n  m a rk s .

H e ig h t 0.068 m , w id th  0.123 m , th ic k n e s s  (o rig inal) 0.021 m . H e ig h t o f le t te rs  
(exc lud ing  se rifs )  0.035— 0.037 m .

----------------O . E T  . O E C V m en io ? -------------

T h is  fo rm  o f le t te r s  is f re q u e n tly  a t te s te d  a t  C o rin th .27 O e c u m e n iu s  —  if th e  
co m p le tio n  is  c o r r e c t  —  is a  very  r a re ly  a t te s te d  n a m e  in  th e  R o m an  em p ire .

10. Inv . N o. 12 ' 76— 5. A f ra g m e n ta ry  in sc r ip tio n  on w h ite  m a rb le , fo u n d  
in  th e  R o m an  B a th  o n  M arch  24, 1976. All faces ex c ep t th e  f r o n t  o n e  a re  b ro k e n  
off. T ra ce s  o f  f iv e  le t te r s  a re  p re se rv e d .

H e ig h t 0.07 m , w id th  0.085 m , th ic k n e s s  0.058 m . H e ig h t o f  le t te rs  0.037 m .

--------------------A I S . T I ---------------------

T h e  le t te r s  a r e  so m e w h a t s im ila r  t o  th o se  o f N o. 9, a l th o u g h  th e  d if fe re n t 
th ic k n e s s  of th e  s to n e  exc ludes th e  p o s s ib ili ty  th a t  b o th  f ra g m e n ts  b e lo n g  to  
th e  sa m e  in s c r ip tio n . T hey  b o th  com e f ro m  R oom  I of th e  B a th  B uild ing .

To c o m p le te  th e  lis t  o f th e  L a tin  in sc r ip tio n s  so fa r  fo u n d  a t  Is th m ia , i t  is 
p e rh a p s  n o t s u p e rf lo u s  to  d ra w  th e  a t te n t io n  to  th e  on ly  o th e r  L a tin  in sc rip tio n  
k n o w n  to  h a v e  co m e  fro m  th e  site . I t  is a  sm all, d am a g e d  a l ta r  o f p o ro s  s to n e  
(1.2 296), d isc o v e re d  am o n g  th e  s c a t te re d  b lo ck s  of th e  H ex a m ilio n  W all, ded i
c a te d  to  H e ra c le s .28

H E R C V L i
SA C R (um )
E X  V IS V

A lth o u g h  th e r e  is n o  o th e r  ev id en c e  fo r  a  c u lt o f  H e ra c le s  a t  Is th m ia , as 
B ro n e e r  p o in te d  o u t, P a u sa n ia s  m e n tio n s  a  b ro n ze  s ta tu e  o f  H e rac le s  s ta n d in g  
o u ts id e  C o r in th  j u s t  b e y o n d  th e  L ec h a io n  G ate a n d  a  n a k e d  w o o d en  id o l n e a r  
th e  th e a tr e  s a id  to  h av e  b ee n  th e  w o rk  o f D aida lo s.29 T he d e d ic a tio n  w as d o u b t
less s e t u p  b y  a  R o m an  re s id e n t in  C o r in th  o r  a v is i to r  f ro m  th e  L atin  sp e ak in g  
p a r t  o f th e  e m p ire , b u t  c e r ta in ly  n o t b y  a  G reek .
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FRAGMENTI LATINSKIH NAPISOV Z ISTMA

P o vze te k

V današn ji vasici Kp'ia Bp’>a»), nedaleč od istm ijskega p rekopa na cesti Atene— 
K orint, se je  v an tik i vsaki dve leti zb ra la  m nožica obiskovalcev iz cele Grčije, da bi 
prisostvovala slovitim  istm ijsk im  igram  v Pozejdonovem  svetišču m ed Saronskim  
in K orintskim  zalivom . Igre so že v zače tku  6. s to letja  p r. n. š. posta le  panhelenski 
festival. Za njihovo organizacijo je  bil zadolžen Korint, in  ko s ta  Cezar in  kasneje 
Avgust v K orin tu  ustanovila  rim sko kolonijo , so jim  prik ljučili igre n a  čast živečega 
v lad arja , Caesarea.

Zgodovina raz iskovan ja  ta m k ajšn jih  arheoloških ostalin  je  s ta ra , sistem atična 
izkopavanja pa je  prevzel po zadnji vo jn i am eriški arheološki in š titu t pod vodstvom  
O scar j a B roneer j a. D anašnji obiskovalec si lahko ogleda poleg novega, m odernega 
arheološkega m uzeja  Pozejdonovo svetišče, stadion, gledališče, rim ske term e in 
ostanke istm ijskega zidu in  obram bnega sistem a, ki je  bil zgrajen  ob koncu antike, 
da bi varoval Peloponez p red  čedalje pogostejšim i barbarsk im i vpadi. (O. Broneer, 
Is th m ia  I, Tem nle of Peloponez, 1971; I s th m ia  II, Topography an d  Architecture, 1973; 
E. R. Gebhard, T h e  T h ea tre  a t Is th m ia , 1973.)

Leta 1967 je  po  k ra jšem  prem oru  B roneerjevo delo nadaljeval Paul A. Clement; 
v sezoni 1976 sem  se udeležila njegovih izkopavanj in na pobudo p ro feso rja  d e m e n ta  
obdelala fragm ente  la tinsk ih  napisov, ki so bili najdeni m ed leti 1967 in 1976 ob raz
iskovanju poznoantičnega obram bnega s is tem a in rim skih  term .

Latinski napisi so večinom a zelo fragm entarn i, oh ran jen ih  je  le nekaj črk, k je r 
in te rp re tac ija  ni m ogoča ali pa je  več ali m anj nezanesljiva: to  so fragm enti 1, 2, 
3, 8, 9 in  10 (glej p ripada joče  fotografije).

Zelo zanim iv p a  je  edini v celoti o h ran jen  napis iz tibe rijan ske  dobe, postavljen 
v čast svečenice K alik ra te je  (op. 3), ki je  že znana z nap isa iz K orin ta  (op. 4). Bila 
je  svečenica P ro vid en tia e  A ugustae  in  S a lu tis  pub lica e; češčenje poosebljenih vrlin,
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ki so se p rip isovale v ladarju , je  bila ena izm ed oblik v ladarskega kulta , ki je  imel 
v rim skem  K o rin tu  brez dvom a velik pom en. Napis je  dala postav iti tr ib u s  Claudia, 
ki je  tu  prvič izpričana. Doslej znano število  lokalnih  ko rin tsk ih  tr ib u s  se je  tako 
dvignilo n a  ena jst.

Zanim ivi so tu d i tr ije  fragm entarn i nap is i na arh itrav ih , ki p rip ad a jo  isti zgradbi 
(napisi 5, 6 in  7; op. 16, 24 in 25). Poslopje, ki je  m oralo b iti javnega značaja (portik  
ali svetišče?), je  m orda dal postav iti n a  nap isu  om enjeni v išji rim sk i provincialni 
uradnik , kvestor ali prokonzulov legat.

Naj om enim  še edini la tinsk i napis s tega najdišča, k i je  b il n a jd en  m ed Broneer- 
jevim i izkopavanji. To je  velik, vendar od  vrem ena m očno poškodovan oltar, postav
ljen  v čast H erku lu  ex  v isu  (op. 28). Dasi je  bil ku lt H erku la  m ed  najbo lj razširjenim i 
in  popu larn im i v grškem  svetu, je  v obm očju  Istm ia  izpričan sam o s tem  napisom ; 
celo n a  celem k o rin tskem  področju  n i za njegov ku lt ne arheo lošk ih  ne epigrafskih 
dokazov. O njegovem  češčenju nam  p riča  le Pausanias, k i v svojem  Potopisu om enja 
dva H erkulova k ipa  v K orin tu  (op. 29).


