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Uvod

O Zivljenju staroslovanskih prednikov na Slovenskem lahko trenutno najveé
izvemo iz grobis¢, ki so jih zapustili. Vendar je pot od izkopanin do razlage polna
ovir. Prva zapreka je preohlapna ¢asovna razélenitev in opredelitev najdenega.
Kako jo premagati, ko pa so predmeti tvarne kulture alpskih Slovanov doloé&-
Ijivi komaj na sto do dvesto let natantno? Samo z njimi si torej ne da pomagati.
Doslej smo se namre¢ sprasevali le, kaj nam o grobiSéu povedo predmeti. Stvari
pa se je treba lotiti tudi z druge strani. Zato je bilo postavljeno obratno vpra-
Sanje, kaj nam o predmetih pove grobiiée. Vsako je namre¢ nastalo po dolo-
¢enih zakonitostih ¢asa, zemljis¢a in obiéajev, katerih posledica je njegova na-
vpi¢na in vodoravna plastovitost ali pa njun splet. Casovni red grobov je do-
loé¢ljiv s plastovitostjo grobiiéa, ki so jo povzroéili razliéni &asi pokopov, pri
reSevanju druzbenih vpraSanj pa je v pomo¢ plastovitost, ki je posledica razli¢-
nega druzbenega poloZaja pokojnikov. Prvo imenujmo ¢asovna plastovitost,
drugo pa druZbena plastovitost. V nadaljnjem bo beseda le o prvi.

Casovna plastovitost se pojavlja v dveh oblikah, kot vodoravna in kot na-
vpiéna plastovitost. Prvo imajo tista grobis¢a, kjer so skupine mlajsih grobov
pokopane poleg skupin starej§ih grobov. Drugo pa grobi$¢a z grobovi, ko, ali
mlajsi lezijo vrh starejsih, ali mlaj§i unifujejo starejSe. Bistvena razlika med
obema oblikama ¢asovne plastovitosti je v tem, da je treba pri ugotavljanju
prve poznati znaéilne oblike predmetov, ki so v grobovih, pri dolodanju druge
pa ne, saj je plastovitost razvidna Ze iz medsebojne lege posameznih grobov.
Navpiéna plastovitost pokaZe redosled posameznih grobov, ne da bi poznali
predmete v njih, celo ¢e predmetov sploh ni. Prehod od redosleda grobov na
redosled predmetov je preprost. Predmet iz starejSega groba je starejsi od pred-
meta iz mlajSega groba.
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Poznavanje znadilnih oblik predmetov tvarne kulture alpskih Slovanov je
nezadostno. Zato si je pri reSevanju vpraSanja ¢asovne razdélenitve teh pred-
metov najlaze pomagati z navpiéno plastovitostjo grobiséa. Za poizkusni pri-
mer je bilo izbrano staroslovansko grobis¢e Sedlo na Blejskem gradul — Na
vrhu hriba, kjer leZi, je bilo le malo ravnega prostora. Zato so pokojnike po-
kopavali vedjidel na istem mestu. Zaradi tega Stevilni grobovi leZijo eni vrh
drugih, v mnogih primerih pa so mlajsi grobovi v celoti ali delno uniéili starejse.
Grobis¢e ima torej izrazito navpi¢no plastovitost. Izkopanih je bilo 173 grobov
s Stevilnimi in raznovrstnimi najdbami. Velikost in navpi¢éna plastovitost gro-
bis¢a sta nakazovala moZnost resitve vprasanja ¢asovne razélenitve izkopanin.

Preverjanje najdis¢nih podatkovw

Ker so bila izkopavanja staroslovanskega grobi$¢a Sedlo na Blejskem gradu
za&¢itna, terenska dokumentacija ni popolna in natanéna. Zato je bilo najprej
treba njene pomanjkljivosti ugotoviti in jih izloéditi, kjer je bilo mogoce. To je
bilo storjeno s tremi sklopi podatkov:

a) nadrt grobiiéa. — NajdiSée je bilo izkopano in objavljeno v dveh delih,
zato je bilo treba najprej sestaviti iz dveh delnih njegov skupen naért. Oba delna
se med seboj mo¢no razlikujeta v merilu, sta brez skupnih merskih toék in
zlasti mlaji je moéno poenostavljen. Na taki osnovi sestavljen celotni naért
grobiSfa ima pomen le zaradi preglednosti, v vseh podrobnostih se je bilo treba
vracati k podatkom, ki jih dajeta objavi najdisca.

b) navpiéna plastovitost posameznih grobov. — Nadrta grobis¢éa sta ne-
natanéna, pri opisih posameznih grobov ponekod ni podatkov o njihovi medse-
bojni legi. Podobe, ki jih kaZeta naérta, se ponekod ujemajo z grobnimi opisi,
ponekod pa ne. V drugem primeru je bila dana prednost opisom. Le kadar opisi
navpi¢ne plastovitosti manjkajo, smo se naslonili na nadrta. Mo¢no nejasni
primeri so bili izpu$¢eni. — Grob 85 lezi na naértu grobiSc¢a precej zahodneje
od groba 86,2 na fotografiji pa sta grobova vzporedna.* Grob 85 je narisan na
naértu preveé zahodno in v resnici ni lezal nad nogami okostja v grobu 90, zato
je grob 2 lahko poSkodoval njegov spodnji del. — Tudi lega okostja v grobu 96
ni jasna. Po risbi na naértu grobiséa,* kjer leZi ob njegovi glavi in levem ramenu
desna noga okostja v grobu 76, je mogoce sklepati, da leZi en grob nad drugim,
saj bi sicer mlaj$i po3kodoval starejSega. Po grobnem opisu sicer leZita oba v
isti globini. vendar je treba upoStevati, da na tem mestu (severozahodni del
grobi$¢a) povr$ina pada® in so zato lobanje pokopane razmeroma globlje kot
stopala. Tako je mogoce, da kljub isti globini od ruse, zaradi nagnjenosti zem-
1jis¢a sega grob 76 nad grob 96. S tem seveda ni pojasnjeno, koliko je grob 96
starejsi od groba 76.

¢) posamezne grobne celote predmetov. — Ob Stevilnih prekopih starejSih
okostij so hkrati z njihovimi kostmi prisli v mlajSe grobove tudi nekateri sta-
rej&i predmeti. Zato je bilo treba preverjati grobne celote, ali resni¢no vsi
predmeti pripadajo temu in ne kakemu drugemu grobu. Predmeti, ki so tako
slu¢ajno prisli v grob, so bili, kolikor je le bilo mogoge, izlogeni iz grobnih celot.
Izdajala jih je predvsem njihova neobiéajna lega v grobu. Prav tako smo skusali
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ugotoviti, ali nekatera okostja, ki so oznatena kot samostojni grobovi, vendarle
niso bila pokopana v skupni grob, zaradi ¢esar lahko imamo predmete, ki so
bili ob njih za eno grobno celoto. — Tako sta grobova 60 in 19 v katalogu sicer
lo¢ena, verjetno pa je, da gre za dvojni grob odraslega z otrokom. Po opisu
0,85 m dolg otrok lezi na nogah starejSega okostja,” kar na grobi$¢u ni ne-
obi¢ajno. Nejasnost povzroc¢a le risba na naértu grobiséa, kjer je isto okostje
dolgo 1,7m. Po risbi ne bi mogli sklepati na dvojni grob, vendar gre, glede na
napake v risbi drugih grobov, verjeti opisu. — V dvojnem? grobu 88, 89 lezi
lobanja, ki je oznacena kot grob 136. Na prvi pogled se zdi, da pripada starej-
Semu grobu 136, ki ga je uniéil mlajsi grob 88, 89. Lobanjo iz starejSega groba
so polozili v mlaj§i grob. Vendar pa grobni opis ne omenja? ostankov kakih
drugih kosti, ki so se ohranili v ostalih podobnih primerih na grobis¢u. Zato
se zdi verjetneje, da je bila lobanja poloZena v grob kot pridatek, kot na primer
lobanje v grobu 38.1% — Zelo zanimivo je vpraSanje groba 102, ki ga je uniéil
grob 26.1! V tem drugem sta bila najdena tudi odlomek noza in vlita okrogla
okrasna zaponka z upodobitvijo boZjega jagnjeta, prvi pri glavi, druga na
notranji strani desne stegnenice. V nobenem drugem grobu na grobi$¢u nista
leZala noZ ali zaponka na takem mestu. Zato je najverjetneje, da sta v grob
priSla z zasutjem. Zlasti za noZz je to skoraj nedvomno, saj je le delno ohranjen
in lezi celo nekoliko nad okostjem. Seveda ni nujno, da oba izvirata iz starejsega
groba 102, je pa to zelo verjetno, ker leZita oba grobova na robu grobiSéa ne-
koliko stran od drugih grobov, iz katerih bi sicer predmeta lahko bila izkopana.

Potek dela

Ko je bil risarsko omogocen pregled nad celoto, je bilo treba ugotoviti, ali
obstoji poleg o¢itne navpi¢ne tudi vodoravna oblika ¢asovne plastovitosti grobov.
Pri vrisovanju posameznih vrst in oblik predmetov v naért grobi$éal? se je
pokazalo, da se vse pojavljajo skoraj po celotnem grobiséu. Pokopali&éni prostor
torej ni bistveno spreminjal svojega zacetnega obsega.

Za nadaljnje razélenjevanje je ostala le navpi¢na plastovitost grobov. Gro-
bis¢e se deli v Stevilne plastovite skupine grobov. Narejena je bila njihova
shema (slika 1).1* V nobeni skupini niso bili pokopani veé kot $tirje grobovi za-
poredoma.

Nato smo Stevilke grobov zamenjali z risbami* grobnih celot predmetov
(slika 2). Takoj se je pokazalo ¢asovno zaporedje nekaterih predmetov. NoZi
so lezali pod obsen¢niki z enojno ali veckratno odebelitvijo na konceh (grob 59
starejsi od 44, 163 od 159, 97 od 74, 10 in 11 od 9 in 12, 94 od 82), pod polmese-
¢astim emajliranim uhanom (grob 40 starejsi od 29), pod ploséatim prstanom
z razdirjenima koncema v ¢elnem delu (grob 155 starejs$i od 154), pod in nad
obsen¢nikom z zanko in kaveljékom na konceh (grob 88 starejsi od 91, 90 mlajsi
od 84). Obsen¢niki z odebelitvijo na konceh so lezali nad ploéevinasto okrasno
zaponko (grob 3 mlajSi od 23), nad plo¢evinastim prstanom spetim z zakovico
(grob 6 mlajsi od 22), nad obsenénikom s kaveljékom in S — zanko na konceh
(grob 36 mlajsi od 54) ter pod belobrdskim uhanom (grob 144 starejsi od 143).
Sklenjen prstan polkroZnega prereza je lezZal pod prstanom z dvojno odebelitvijo
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na konceh (grob 87 starejsi od 81), pod noZem in obsen¢nikom z ravno odreza-
nima koncema (grob 101 starejdi od 25). Pod enakim obsenc¢nikom je leZal tudi
nesklenjen prstan polkroZnega prereza (grob 28 mlajsi od 20). Nad obsen¢nikom
s kaveljékom in S — zanko na konceh pa je lezal tudi prstan z enojno odebe-
litvijo na konceh (grob 4 starejsi od 2).

Naslednji korak je bilo ugotavljanje isto¢anosti ali zaporednosti plastovitih
skupin grobov. Sedaj so lahko prisko¢ili na pomoé¢ predmeti. Pri tem je bilo
za izhodisée nacelo, da so bili enaki predmeti v uporabi priblizno v enakem ¢asu.
Delo je torej potekalo kot polaganje domin; posamezna obdobja so bila domine,
predmeti pa pike na njih. Tako se je oblikovala dokon¢na podoba plastovitosti
(sliki 3, 4). Vse grobove je bilo mogode razvrstiti v Stiri plasti.’®

V vsaki so se pokazale nekatere zanjo znadilne oblike predmetov. Na pri-
mer v prvem najstarejéem obdobju plogevinasti prstani z zakovico in obsené¢niki
z zanko in kaveljékom, v naslednjem drugem obsen¢niki s kaveljckom in S —
zanko ter obsené¢niki z ravno odrezanima koncema, v tretjem obsencniki z enojno
odebelitvijo na konceh in v najmlajSem ¢etrtem obsenc¢niki z vekratno odebe-
litvijo na konceh. Tako sta bili izdelani dve gledi&¢i za ¢asovno dolo¢anje vseh
grobov, tipologko in plastovito. Z njuno pomoéjo so bili ovrednoteni vsi grobovi
na grobiséu. Pri njihovem razvri¢anju v eno od Stevilnih ¢asovnih skupin
je imela povsod prednost opredelitev glede na plastovitost. Ta je omogoéila
opredeliti celo nekatere grobove brez pridatkov, ki so jih dolocali zgoraj ali
spodaj leZze¢i grobovi s pridatki.

Ugotovitev, ki je bila dobljena s pomoéjo plastovitosti, da se grobiste deli
na $tiri ¢asovno zaporedne plasti grobov, smo skusali preveriti s primerjalno
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preglednico predmetov po grobovih (slika 5),® ki naj bi s svojo urejenostjo
oziroma neurejenostjo potrdila ali ovrgla dosedanje ugotovitve.

Primerjalna preglednica jasno kaze Stiri skupine predmetov. Vsaka ima
teZide v svoji plasti grobov, ki je bila dolo¢ena s pomoéjo navpiéne plastovitosti.
Vidno je postopno prehajanje ene skupine v drugo, saj stare oblike $e trajajo,
ko se Ze pojavljajo nove. To kaZe na neprekinjen razvoj. Zato se tudi spodnje
meje predmetnih skupin ne ujemajo z mejami plasti grobov, saj novo obdobje
ni prineslo le novih oblik, ampak je vsaj nekaj ¢asa Se ohranjalo stare. Taka
preglednica s Stirimi skupinami predmetov potrjuje upravienost delitve gro-
bi¢a v stiri plasti. Delno prekrivanje predmetnih skupin pa dokazuje njegov
enovit razvoj.

Govoriti o znaéilnih predmetih posameznih skupin je e vpragljivo. Lahko
jih le poskusamo nasteti, ¢e upostevamo predmete, ki se najvedkrat pojavljajo
v grobovih: v prvi skupini noz s hrbtom, ki se v konici lomi k ostrini, plo¢evinast
prstan, spet z zakovico in okraSen z vodoravnimi Zlebiéi, obsené¢nik iz tanke Zice
z zanko in kaveljékom na konceh; v drugi skupini obsené¢nik s kaveljékom in
S — zanko na konceh ter obsenénik z ravno odrezanima koncema; v tretji sku-
pini noZ, pri katerem se v konici stikata rezilo in hrbet bliZe hrbtu, obsenénik
z enojno odebelitvijo na konceh; v detrti skupini obsenénik z vedkratnimi ode-
belitvami na konceh ter predmeti okraSeni z jamidastim emajlom. — Seveda
je treba upostevati, da se lahko predmet, ki je na grobi$¢u Sedlo na Blejskem
gradu znadilen ali neznadilen za neko skupino, na kakem drugem staroslo-
vanskem najdiS¢u prikaze v povsem drugacni ludi.

Casovna opredelitev

Pri razélenjevanju grobi$¢a se je pokazalo, da se grobovi delijo na S&tiri
skupine, ki si ¢asovno sledijo brez vmesne prekinitve. Kaksni razmaki so med
njimi in koliko ¢asa je trajala ena skupina? Odgovor dobimo, ¢e ugotovimo,
kaj so v resni¢nem Zivljenju pomenile Stiri skupine grobov. Zato so bili grobovi
vsake skupine posebej oznaceni na naértu grobiséa. Pokazale so se vrste grobov
(slike 6, 7, 8, 9). Glavna smer najbolj izrazitih je poudarjena s ¢érto. Vidna pa je
neurejenost v najmlaj$i skupini, kjer o kakih vrstah morda niti ni mogode
govoriti. Kljub temu pa se da reéi, da tudi Sedlo na Blejskem gradu spada
med staroslovanska grobiséa z vrstami. Grobovi v enem obdobju se med seboj
niso uni¢evali, kar kaze, da so nastali v kratkem ¢asu, ko so bili Se vsi dobro
vidni. Zato pa je preteklo precej ¢asa med nastankom ene in druge plasti.
Grobovi mlajSe plasti so pokrili ali uniéili grobove starejSe. Tudi vrste so bile
glede na starejSe zamaknjene (slike 7, 8, 9). Vse to si je mo¢ razloziti s tem,
da starej§i grobovi zaradi ¢asovne odmaknjenosti niso bili ve¢ dobro vidni.
Gotovo so posamezni grobovi nastajali tudi v vmesnih obdobjh, a glavnina je
bila le izkopana v Stirih dolgih mahih. Tak potek pokopavanja kaZe, da je plasti
grobov mogoce enaditi s Stirimi pokolenji, ki so bila pokopana v enakomernih
presledkih. Z vsem tem pa je bil dokazan in opredeljen Sele medsebojni ¢asovni
red. Kako je s sploSno ¢asovno opredelitvijo?

V primeru obravnavanega grobis¢a je seveda najpomembnejsi ¢as njegovega
zatetka in konca. Vsaj pribliZno oporiste dajeta dva ¢asovno oZje opredeljiva
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predmeta. Za zacetek pokopavanja uhana z grozdastim priveskom iz groba 90.17
Ceprav sta vlita, je dobro vidno, da posnemata uhane okraSene z uzrnjenjem.
NajbliZji ¢asovno opredeljeni vzori so uzrnjeni uhani iz dveh grobov: v Trilju
in Ninu — Zdrijacu. Prvi spadajo, ker so najdeni skupaj z bizantinskim zlat-
nikom carja Konstantina V. Kopronima (750—775), v drugo polovico 8. sto-
letja.!® Drugi pa so bili najdeni s srebrnikom frankovskega cesarja Lotarja I
(840—855) in so zato pripisani prvi polovici 9. st.?® Triljski uhani imajo debel
lok in tanek locen, pri ninskih pa sta oba dela enako debela. Uzrnjen privesek
sredi loka triljskih uhanov sega skoraj toliko na zgornjo stran kot na spodnjo,
pri ninskih pa prevladuje spodnja. Uhana s Sedla na Blejskem gradu imata
debel lok in tanek locen, zgornji del priveska pa je skoraj enak spodnjemu,
zato sta oblikovno bliZze triljskim. To sicer ne dokazuje isto¢asnosti, nakazuje
pa verjetnost, da uhanov s Sedla ni treba postavljati predale¢ v 9. stoletje.
Morda ni dale¢ od resnice misel, da so bili zakopani v njegovem zadetku.

NajmlajSe predmete vsebuje otroSki grob 143 iz najvi8je ¢asovne plasti.
V njem sta bila najdena dva srebrna belobrdska uhana® ki sta na grobiiéu
edina predmeta te kulture. O¢itno so hkrati z njenim pojavom prenehali zadnji
pokopi na Sedlu. Zacetek belobrdske kulture pa je postavljen v ¢as po letu 950.%
— Predmeti iz groba 143 v primerjalni preglednici (slika 5) nimajo povezave z
drugimi grobnimi najdbami na Sedlu. To kaZe, da pripadajo Ze naslednji peti
plasti, ki pa se na grobiS¢éu ni veé utegnila razviti. Star§i otroka v grobu 143,
ki bi ji pripadali, torej niso ve¢ pokopani na Sedlu. Zato je mogocfe postaviti
tezisce cetrte skupine grobov v ¢as pred 950 morda v drugo ¢etrtino 10. stoletja.
Ce je mogode enaditi §tiri skupine grobov s $tirimi pokolenji, lahko sklepamo,
da sta bila drugi in tretji rod pokopana v enakomernih razmakih med prvim
in éertim.

Celotna razélenitev grobi$¢a je pokazala obstoj in sosledje Stirih éasovnih in
oblikovnih skupin, katerih splodna ¢asovna opredelitev je trenutno Se pribliZzna.
Grobiste so torej uporabljali od zacetka 9. do sredine 10. stoletja. Prvi rod so
pokopali v prvi etrtini, drugega sredi, tretjega na prelomu 9. stoletja, Cetrtega
pa v drugi éetrtini 10. stoletja.

Primerjava pri¢ujode razdelitve grobi$¢a na Sedlu z dosedanjo razdelitvijo
tvarne kulture alpskih Slovanov na karantansko in ketlasko stopnjo®* kaZe, da
se oblikovno ujemajo predmeti v grobovih prve skupine s karantansko, druge,
tretje in Cetrte s ketlasko stopnjo. Konec karantanske® stopnje se ujema s kon-
cem prve ¢asovne plasti grobov na Sedlu.

Najnovejia pa je delitev tvarne kulture v vzhodnih Alpah na tri stopnje,
predketladko, ketlasko I in ketlako II.24 Prvi dve se oblikovno ujemata z dose-
danjo karantansko, ketlaska II pa je dosedanja ketlaska stopnja. V primerjavi
s Stirimi skupinami grobi$¢a na Sedlu se ketlaska stopnja I oblikovno ujema
s prvo in deloma drugo, ketlagka stopnja II pa s tretjo in éetrto skupino. Pred-
ketlagka stopnja na Sedlu nima primerjave. Ketladka stopnja I je postavljena
v drugo polovico 9. in prvo polovico 10. stoletja, ketlaska stopnja II pa v drugo
polovico 10. in prvo polovico 11. stoletja.?® Sorazmerni ¢asovni red je torej ne-
sporen, nejasna pa je splodna ¢asovna opredelitev.
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Tako razdeljeno grobiS¢e omogoéa ne le ugotavljanje verovanjskih, druzbenih
in drugih pojavov znotraj vsake ¢asovne plasti, ampak kaZe z njihovo medse-
bojno primerjavo tudi njihovo spreminjanje. Vse to pa je stvar nadaljnjega pro-
ucéevanja, ki ne more veé izhajati le iz enega grobiSéa.

1 Objava: A. Valié, Staroslovansko gro-
bis¢e ma Blejskem gradu (izkopavanje
1960), Situla 7, Ljubljana 1964 — (dalje:
Situla T); A. Vali¢, Staroslovansko gro-
bid¢e »Na sedlu« pod blejskim gradom,
ArheoloSki vestnik 20, 1969, 218ss. —
(dalje: AV 20).

2 Situla 7, priloga II.

3 Situla 7, T.XXXVI: 1.
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STRATIGRAPHY OF THE OLD-SLAVIC CEMETERY SEDLO NA BLEJSKEM
GRADU AS A SOURCE FOR DATATION

Summary

Preface

For the time being, we can learn the most about the life of our Old-Slavic pre-
decessors in Slovenia from their burial grounds; but the way from excavations to
explanations is full of obstacles. The first obstacle is one of too broad a chronology.
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The material culture of the Alpine Slavs can be categorized with an accuracy of
only one or two hundred years. The finds alone are thus rather useless for chrono-
logical determination of the cemetery, although, up till now, they have been the only
source. This question should be examined from another point of view, and posed in
reverse: what can the cemetery tell us about the finds? Each cemetery developed
according to specific laws of time, place and custom, and this produces its vertical
and horizontal stratigraphy. The chronological order of graves can be determined by
means of stratigraphy of burial position, which is a natural consequence of the se-
quence of burial. A stratigraphy which results from different social positions of the
deceased can contribute the answers to many social questions. This is social strati-
graphy, while the former situation is called chronological stratigraphy. Here we
will deal only with the chronological stratigraphy.

Chronological stratigraphy occurs in two forms; as horizontal and as vertical stra-
tigraphy. Horizontal stratigraphy is found in cemeteries where groups of younger
graves are placed beside groups of older graves. Vertical stratigraphy is significant
when younger graves lie above older ones, or even destroy them. The basic difference
between the two is that when determining horizontal stratigraphy, the characteristic
objects in the grave must be used, while this is not necessary in cases of vertical
stratigraphy, because chronology is evident from the relative position of individual
graves. Vertical stratigraphy shows the relationship of individual graves even if we
are not familiar with the material culture, and, more over, if there are no grave goods
at all. The transition from the chronological order of graves to the chronological
order of objects is simple. The object from the older grave is older than the object
from the younger grave.

The characteristic forms of objects of the material culture of the Alpine Slavs
are insufficiently known. In this case, the best solution for the problem of chronology is
vertical stratigraphy. The Old-Slavic cemetery Sedlo na Blejskem gradu was chosen
as a test-case.! At the top of the hill where it is situated, there is only a little plain
ground. For this reason, the dead had to be buried mostly in the same place, and a
number of graves lie above the others. In many cases younger graves completely or
partially destroyed the older ones. Consequently, this cemetery has a very distinctive
vertical stratigraphy. 173 graves with numerous and various objects were found.
The size and vertical stratigraphy of the cemetery suggest the possibility that it
could be used to solve the problem of the chronology of the finds.

Methods

First, we had to determine if, beside the clear vertical stratigraphy of the graves,
there was any horizontal stratigraphy. While drawing the typs and shapes of objects
into the plan of the cemetery,!* it became evident that distribution was uniform
throughout the cemetery, which means that over time the burial place essentially
did not change its initial position.

Thus, only the vertical stratigraphy remained for further analysis. The cemetery
is divided into several stratigraphical groups of graves. Their plans were made
(fig. 1),® and we found that there were never more than four graves buried succes-
sively in each group.

We then compared the numbers of the graves with the drawings'* of finds, and
immediately the chronological order of some objects became evident.

The next step was to recognize simultaneity or continuance of the stratigraphical
groups of graves. Now, the objects become helpful. Our starting point was the prin-
ciple that equal objects were in use at approximately the same time. Our work went
on as a game of .dominoes; separate periods were dominoes, and objects were the
spots on them. So, the final picture of the stratigraphy was formed (fig. 3, 4). All of
the graves could be arranged into four strata.l®

With a combinational table of occurrence of objects in individual graves (fig. 5),'*
we tried to prove this statement that the cemetery can be divided into four chrono-
logically successive periods. The table, with its order or disorder, should prove ot
disprove this model.
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The combinational table clearly shows four groups of objects. Each of them has
its center in the appropriate stratum of graves that has been determined by means
of vertical stratigraphy. The gradual passing from one group to another is evident
because older forms are still extant when the new ones appear. This points to an
uninterrupted development, and this is why the lower boundaries for object groups
disagree with those for grave strata: New times did not only bring new forms, but
at least for some time preserved the old ones as well. This combinational table with
four groups of objects justifies our division of the cemetery into four chronological
groups. The partial overlapping ob object groups demonstrates the continuous deve-
lopment.

It is still questionable to talk about the characteristic objects of individual groups.
We can only try to enumerate them, taking into consideration the objects which
most frequently appear in graves: In the first group — knives with a ridge, which
at the point turns to the blade; rings made of sheet-metal, fastened with a rivet
and ornamented with horizontal grooves; forehead ringlets made of fine wire ending
with a sling on one side and with a little hook on the other: In the second — forehead
ringlets ending with a smal hook and an S-shaped sling and earrings with blunt
endings: In the third — knives, where the ridge and the blade meet nearer to the
ridge; forehead ringlets with a single thickened ending: In the fourth — forehead
ringlets with two-or-more-fold thickened endings and different objects decorated with
pit-enamel.

Chronology

When analysing the cemetery, it became evident that the graves can be divided
into four groups which chronologically follow one another without interruption, and
the question arose as to what were the durations of the separate groups, and what,
if any, were the iniervals between them. To answer this question, we must find out
what these four groups represent in reality. Toward that purpose, the graves of sepa-
rate groups were specifically marked on the plan of the cemetry, and rows of graves
appeard (fig. 6, 7, 8, 9). The main directions of the most prominent rows are marked
with a line. The disorder of the youngest group is also evident, and here we can
scarcely speak about rows. In spite of this, Sedlo na Blejskem gradu can be regarded
as an Old-Slavie cemetery with rows of graves. The graves of one period did not
come in contact with one another, which means that they were dug in a short period
of time when burial mounds could still be distinetly seen. But between two successive
strata we must reckon with a longer lapse of time, because younger graves overlap
or destroy older ones, and regarding the older rows, younger rows were displaced
(fig. 7, 8, 9). The most probable explanation is that the older graves were not noticed
after a longer period of time. Some graves were, of course, dug in the inftermediate
time, but the majority belong to the four longer periods. This potter of burial suggests
that the four strata could be compared with four generations, buried in regular
intervals. Still, this determines only relative chronology. What about the absolute
chronology?

In the case of this cemetery, the most important dates are the beginning and end
of the burials. An approximate footing is given by two chronologically distinct objects.
For the beginning of the burials is determined by the cast earrings with pendent
clusters, decorated in imitated granulation, and found in gave No. 90.}7 The closed
examples with good chronology are the granulated earrings originaly from two gra-
ves, one in Trilj, the other in Nin — Zdrijac. Since they were found together with a
Byzantine gold coin of Constantine V. Copronimus (750—775), the earrings from Trilj
belong to the second half of the 8th century.®® The Nin — Zdrijac earrings were
found with a silver coin of the Frankish Emperor Lothar I. (840—855) and thus belong
to the first half of the 9th century.!® The earrings from Sedlo na Blejskem gradu
are typologically similar to the Trilj specimens. Although this does not prove their
simultaneity, we must suggest the probability that the Sedlo earrings should be placed
not too far into the 9th century, and, in fact they were probably buried at the be-
ginning of the 9th century.
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The youngest objects come from a child’s grave, No. 143, in the upmost chrono-
logical stratum. There, two earrings of the Bijelo Brdo — type were found,*® and
they are the only representatives of that culture in our cemetery. Obviously, their
appearence coincides with the last burials at Sedlo. The beginning of the Bijelo Brdo
culture is set soon after 950.2! As is evident from the combinational table (fig. 5), the
objects in grave No. 143 can not be compared with other finds from Sedlo. This clearly
points to the fact that they belong to the next — fifth — stratum, which did not
have time to develop. The parents of this child from grave No. 143 would have
belonged to this stratum, but are not buried at Sedlo. This enables us to place the
centre of the fourth group in the period before 950. perhaps to the second quarter
of the 10th century. When we assure the four groups of graves correspond with four
generations, we can resolve that the second and third generations were buried in
regular intervals between the first and the fourth ones.

The graveyard was in use from the beginning of the 9th cent. until the middle of
the 10th eent. The first generation was buried in the first quarter of the 9th cent.,
the second in the middle of the 9th cent., the third at the break of the 9th and
10th cent., and the fourth in the second quarter of the 10th cent.

The comparison of the present division of the Sedlo cemetery with the up-to-now
valid division of the material culture of the Alpine Slavs into the Carantanian and
Kottlach stage,®® shows that the objects from the first group correspond with the
Carantanian, and the objects from the second, third and fourth groups with the
Kottlach stage. The end of the Carantanian® stage corresponds with the end of the
first chronological strata at Sedlo.

In the Eastern Alps, the latest division of the material culture distinguishes three
groups: Prekdttlach, Kottlach I and Kottlach I1.** The first two correspond with the
previous Carantanian stage, while Kottlach II is the previous Kéttlach. If we compare
this with the four groups at Sedlo, Kéttlach I corresponds with the first and partly
with the second group, and Kéttlach II with the third and the fourth groups. Pre-
kottlach material is not present at Sedlo. Kottlach I is put to the second half of
the 9th and the first half of the 10th cent., Kéttlach II to the second half of the 10th
and the first half of the 11th cent.?® The relative chronology is thus indisputable,
and only the absolute chronology is still not clear.

This division of the cemetery enabled us not only to comprehend certain religious,
social and other phenomena within a particular chronological stratum, but also — by
comparing different strata — to realize their evolution. But this should be the subject
of further investigations, which of course can not have only one cemetery as its basis.
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