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Lighting devices from the so-called Episcopal Church
from the Kirchbichl in Lavant
(Lienz, Austria)

Svetila iz tako imenovane Skofijske cerkve
na Kirchbichlu nad Lavantom
(Lienz, Avstrija)

Julia E. RABITSCH, Verena HEISTERS, Ulrike TOCHTERLE

Izvlecek

Raziskave zgodnjekr§¢anskih cerkva na poznoanti¢ni visinski naselbini Kirchbichl nad Lavantom (Lienz, Avstrija)
trajajo ze skoraj stoletje. V zadnjih letih (2017-2021) so na rusevinah tako imenovane $kofijske cerkve potekali obse-
zni konservatorski posegi. V tem obdobju so bila v notranjosti zgodnjekr§¢anske cerkve izvedena ciljna izkopavanja za
bolj$e razumevanje gradbenih faz in njihovo datiranje. Poleg novih vpogledov v stavbno zgodovino je bilo odkritih tudi
precej drobnih najdb, ki ponujajo nove podatke o cerkveni notranjosti. V prispevku predstavljamo predmete, povezane
z osvetljevanjem.

Kljuéne besede: Avstrija; Vzhodna Tirolska; pozna antika; zgodnjekrs¢anska cerkev; svetila

Abstract

The Early Christian churches of the Late Antique hilltop settlement in Lavant (Lienz, Austria) have been investigated
for almost a century. In recent years (2017-2021), a large conservation campaign took place within the ruins of the
so-called Episcopal Church. During this campaign, it was possible to carry out targeted excavations inside the Early
Christian church to understand the consecutive building phases and their dating better. In addition to new insights into
the history of the building, several new finds also came from these excavation campaigns, providing further information
about the church’s interior. In the following, all objects associated with lighting are presented.
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The late antique hilltop settlement on the Kirch-
bichl in Lavant, which has been excavated since the
1950s, consists of several residential buildings and
two churches (Fig. 1). One Early Christian church
was found in the 1990s during renovation work in
the baroque church of St. Ulrich.! A comprehensive

I Tschurtschenthaler, Winkler 1994; Winkler 1996;
Tschurtschenthaler 2003.

analysis of the excavation results on the settlement’s
residential area was published in 2011.2 However,
a full analysis of the excavations in the so-called
Episcopal Church that took place from the 1950s?
until the 1980s* has yet to be written.

2 Kainrath 2011.

3 Miltner 1950; Miltner 1953; Miltner 1954; Miltner 1956-58.
4 Alzinger 1967; Alzinger 1972; Karwiese 1973; Hebert 1981.
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Fig. 1: Kirchbichl in Lavant. Location (a, b) and plan (c) of the late antique hilltop settlement.
SI. I: Kirchbichl nad Lavantom. Lokacija (a, b) in nacrt (c¢) poznoanti¢ne vi§inske naselbine.
(basemap / podlaga: a - https://qms.nextgis.com/geoservices/1300/; b — https://gis.tirol.gv.at/arcgis/services/Service_Pu-

blic/terrain/MapServer/WMSServer)

Due to the long history of excavations of the
Episcopal Church and the hilltop settlement,
several problems in their proper study exist. In
addition to backfilled trenches and often misle-
ading restorations of some walls, many archived
objects lack proper stratigraphic information.
Some of the older small finds are missing, and
many of the remaining ones that have been publi-
shed® can only be associated with a building (or

5 Kainrath 2011; Rodriguez-Mattel 1986a; Rodriguez-
Mattel 1986b.

building complex) but not with a specific layer or
stratigraphic unit. Thus, the individual buildings,
including the church, can only be roughly dated,
and a chronological classification of the individual
construction phases is not possible. To address
this desideratum, additional excavations were
carried out in and around the so-called Episcopal
Church between 2017 and 2022 by the University
of Innsbruck under the direction of Martin Auer.®

¢ A detailed evaluation of the excavations is still in
progress (principal investigator: Martin Auer, Institute of
Archaeologies, University of Innsbruck).
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Fig. 2: Kirchbichl in Lavant. Construction phases of the so-called Episcopal Church.
SI. 2: Kirchbichl nad Lavantom. Gradbene faze tako imenovane $kofijske cerkve.

This was possible because the walls of the church,
which is accessible as an open-air museum, were
badly damaged, and restoration work was needed,
resulting in a major combined research and resto-
ration project.” The scientific goal was to confirm
or disprove previously published thoughts on the
phases of the church, its layout and its dating that

7 Project partners: Federal Monuments Authority
Austria (BDA), Federal State of Tyrol, Municipality Lavant
and the University of Innsbruck.

have, until now, lacked adequate archaeological
evidence.? In addition, new finds from a reliable
stratigraphic context were expected to provide
information for more precise dating. It was possi-
ble to correct the proposed reconstructions of the
church? and to distinguish four building phases

8 This lack of evidence has already been addressed:
Sydow 2001, 42.

° For example: Ubl 1982, 310-311; Alzinger 1985,
114-115; Glaser 2003, Fig. 9.
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(Fig. 2) as well as the remains of a dry-stone wall
dating to the late Iron Age.!° In its first phase,
the church closed off to the east with a straight
wall and a small extension to the southeast, which
contained a tomb that most likely belonged to the
founder of the church.!! In the second phase, an
apse was added in the east, and the sacristy was
built. It can be assumed that the apse formed the
first memorial chapel, which is indicated by the
raised floor level. The third phase brought a sub-
stantial redesign of the church: the priest’s bench
and the presbytery were extended to the west, and
the altar was also resituated. A memorial church
was added in the east; therefore, the apse was
removed, and the founders’ grave was reduced
to a stone sarcophagus. The memorial church
was accessible via steps from the main church,
and the former eastern wall disappeared under
the new floor of the Memoria. In its last building
phase, the church complex was monumentalised.
The remodelling brings substantial enlargements
of the main church’s presbytery and the priest’s
bench. The former rectangular ambo was replaced
by a round one further west. The extensive use of
large marble blocks can be observed in this phase;
most of them can be identified as Roman spoila.!?

However, the narthex and the three rooms of the
baptistery in the west cannot be clearly related to
a specific construction phase. A disused heating
system, including a praefurnium underneath the
floors of the baptistery and the narthex, suggests
that parts of a residential building were integra-
ted into the church. The baptistery itself was also
monumentalised in its last phase, including marble
columns. Due to new finds, including several coins
dating to the 2" half of the 4'" century, from the
levelling layers underneath the church, it was
possible to establish a terminus post quem for the
first building phase dating to the end of the 4'" or
beginning of the 5" century AD.!* Among the new
finds were some objects connected to the church’s
lighting, including an almost complete copper alloy
polyangistron, which form the starting point of
this paper (Fig. 3). Most of them were found in

19 The following description forms a rough summary
of the primarily results that will be published soon by
Martin Auer.

11 Miltner 1953, 80-81.

12 A reexamination of the marble blocks, which provides
new insights in their origin and dating is in preparation
by Lucia C. Formato.

13 The detailed analysis of the findings will be published
soon by Julia E. Rabitsch.

undisturbed layers and, therefore, can be assigned
to a specific area inside the church: The polyan-
gistron itself was found underneath the youngest
floor, right next the ambo suggesting its use in
during the third phase. A few additional finds are
included that come from older excavation trenches
inside or around the presbytery. Since these were
backfilled with the same material that was inside
before, these objects can also be roughly located;
however, their stratigraphic context is lost. In the
following, the individual objects are presented, and
some considerations are made about the illumi-
nation of the church.

The Polyangistron with its pendants
(Fig. 3)

In the immediate vicinity of the ambo, a polyan-
gistron, a three-armed chain suspension for hanging
lamps made of non-ferrous metal, was discovered
on the burned clay floor of the church. The chain
suspension was found together with three pendants
that belonged to the same artefact. All objects had
a thick and hard corroded crust that was intersper-
sed with charcoal. The original surface was in bad
condition, marked by pitting corrosion. In some
parts, it was completely destroyed, showing red
cuprite layers. The heterogeneous patina, as well as
the overall poor condition of the metal, indicate a
strong exposure to fire. This is consistent with the
find context, which is characterised by a burned
layer with much charcoal.

This suspension (Fig. 3a) consists of three se-
parate chains connected with a ring. The ring (24
mm in diameter) is formed from a wire (round
cross-section with approx. 2 mm in diameter) by
twisting the two ends crosswise and then wrapping
each end once around the wire itself. Each chain
consists of several (nine, ten, and eleven) chain
links with a long hook attached to the lower end.
The links are S-shaped, but in some cases, one part
is bent by 90 or sometimes 180 degrees, forming
more of a B-shape. They vary not only in their form
but also in their technical execution: wires with
a round cross-section or a square cross-section,
as well as flat hammered wires with an oblong or
slightly oval cross-section, were used for the chain
links. There is no recognisable system either in the
arrangement of the different shapes (S or B) or in
the use of the varying wires. The chains are formed
by connecting the upper hoop of one chain link
with the lower hoop of the next one. The hooks
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Fig. 3: Kirchbichl in Lavant. The copper-alloy polyangistron and its pendants after restoration. Scale 1:1.
Sl. 3: Kirchbichl nad Lavantom. Polyangistron iz bronaste zlitine z obeski po konzervaciji. M. = 1:1.
which are attached to the last link are fabricated A fourth chain (Fig. 3b) was found in close

out of a flat hammered wire with a rectangular ~ proximity. The size and material of this chain
cross-section. The different wires, as well as the links correspond to those described above; only
varying execution, give the impression that scrap  the structure of the chain differs: in every second
material was (re)used for manufacturing the chains.  link, the eyelets were not hooked loop in loop,
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Fig. 4: a - Monogrammtic cross from Aquileia. b - Omega-pendant from Keszthely-Fenékpuszta. ¢ - Cross-shaped chain
link in the Museum of Byzantine Culture in Thessaloniki. Scale a = 1:4; b,c = 1:2 (simplified drawings based on a: Piilz
2014d; b: Sagi 1961, P1 14: 4; c: Motsianos, Nazlis 2012, Fig. 1).

SI. 4: a - monogramski kriz iz Ogleja. b — obesek v obliki ¢rke omega iz Keszthely-Fenékpuszte. ¢ - ¢len verizice v obliki
kriza iz Muzeja bizantinske kulture v Solunu. M. a =1:4; b,c = 1:2 (poenostavljena skica na osnovi a: Piilz 2014d; b: Sagi

1961, t. 14: 4; c: Motsianos, Nazlis 2012, sl. 1).

but the loop was wrapped around the crossing
point of the previous double eyelet. As a result,
the chain has increased in stiffness and stability,
which is needed for carrying a heavier weight.
This fourth chain was most likely part of the
aforementioned chain suspension used for hanging
the whole device. This assumption is supported
by the fragmented hook linked to one end of the
chain, which is also reminiscent of the long hooks
at the bottom of the three chains.

Three pendants were found in the same context.
The first one (Fig. 3c) has an almost triangular
shape with a double-serrated bottom edge and

can be recognised as the Greek letter ‘Alpha’. The
second pendant (Fig. 3d) is best described as two
curved volutes pointing out and upwards (one of
them fragmented) and can be interpreted as the
Greek letter ‘Omega. The third one (Fig. 3e) is
partially destroyed; only an oblong object with
a fractured edge is preserved. From the context,
however, it can most probably interpreted as part
of a cross, a Staurogram or a Christogram. The first
two pendants are quite thin, measuring only 2 mm at
the top and approx. 1 mm at the bottom. The third
one has a consistent thickness of 4.2 mm. Each one
is perforated once, and inside these holes, there is
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also a chain link. Even though these chain links
are fragmented and bent out of shape, they can be
recognized as the same S-shaped links that form

Fig. 5: Kirchbichl in Lavant. Proposed reconstruction of
the polyangistron. Scale 1:2.

SI. 5: Kirchbichl nad Lavantom. Predlog rekonstrukcije
polyangistrona. M. = 1:2.

the copper-alloy chains. The closest comparison to
those pendants is part of a monogrammatic cross,
a Staurogram, from Aquileia (Fig. 4a) dating to
the 4 or 5% century AD.! The Alpha and Omega
pendants are attached to the horizontal bar of
the cross, one on each side of its vertical part.
Further, a similar omega-shaped pendant (Fig.
4b) was found in the context of an Early Christian
church in Keszthely-Fenékpuszta (Hungary)'>. It is
attached to a rather long chain that is thought to
be a decorative part of some liturgical equipment.

All the above-described objects belong to the
same polyangistron. Even though most known
polyangistra chains consist of one or two long
wire-like links with just a few chain links on the
lower end for each arm.!® There is no evidence against
the interpretation of the present item since they
generally seem to be individually crafted pieces.
The suspensions of polycandela, in contrast, pri-
marily consist of chains with small links; however,
they are generally firmly attached to the ring- or
disc-shaped lamp holders.!” The big hooks are a
typical feature of suspensions for singular hanging
lamps with handles. There is also proof for the use
of crosses and other religious symbols integrated
into these lighting devices: most common are
small crosses, perforated on two sides and used
as chain links,!® but Staurograms and Christo-
grams also occur.!” However, as evidenced by a
polycandelon from Greece,?® some crosses were
perforated on all four ends (Fig. 4c), indicating
additional pendants attached to it. This leads to
the proposed reconstruction of the polyangistron
using a Staurogram with the smaller pendants
attached to it (Fig. 5). This combination of the
letters Alpha and Omega with Staurograms or
Christograms, symbolizing Christ himself occurs
fairly frequently from the 4" century onwards.?!
Moreover, the use of monogrammatic crosses in

14 Ppiilz 2014d.

15 Sagi 1961, Pl. 14: 4.

16 For example: Motsianos, Nazlis 2012, Fig. 12-14;
Petcu et al. 2014, Fig. 1-5; Erten, Akkus Kogak 2019, Fig.
3:1-2; Angelkou, Cheimonopoulou 2019, Fig. 8; Ryzhov,
Yashaeva 2019, Fig. 10: 1-5.

17 Erten, Akkus Kogak 2019, 347; Nikoli¢ 2019, Fig.
19; Ryzhov, Yashaeva 2019, Fig. 10: 1-5.

18 Fiskovi¢ 1981, Pl. 7: 16; Petcu et al. 2014, Fig. 2: 1;
Angelkou, Cheimonopoulou 2019, Fig. 8; Ryzhov, Yashaeva
2019, Fig. 10: 5.

19 Piilz 2014c.

20 Motsianos, Nazlis 2012, Fig. 1.

21 Piilz 2014a.



280 Julia E. RABITSCH, Verena HEISTERS, Ulrike TOCHTERLE

Fig. 6: Kirchbichl in Lavant. Preserved fibres of the wick.

Sl. 6: Kirchbichl nad Lavantom. Ohranjena vlakna stenja.

connection with lighting devices is often found
and is suggested to be an allegory of Christ’s self-
-testimony (Book of Signs 8:12).2

...and its associated finds
(Fig. 6-7)

In the soil adhering to the chain suspension,
five carbonised threads, consisting of fibres wound
in an S-twist (with a thickness of 0.37-0.85 mm)
were detected (Fig. 6). The fibres are very brittle
and covered with soil residue and partly also with
greenish corrosion layers from the chain links. It
was not possible to determine the material of the
fibres using a transmitted light microscope due
to the strong charring, which resulted in a lack
of translucency.?® The stalky structure and the
varying thickness of the fibre bundles indicate
plant fibres. Given their slight twisting and their
partially irregular oval to flat cross-sections (approx.
13-60 pum), nettle fibres (Urtica dioica) are very likely.
The contexts of the finds (i.e., threads together with
the polyangistron) suggest their interpretation as
a wick. Plant-based fibres (mostly hemp or linen)

22 Xanthopoulou 2010, 70; Piilz 2014b; Nikoli¢ 2019, 81.
23 Cf. Mitschke et al. 2012, 255.

were preferred for wicks as they do not have such
a strong smell as keratin fibres (hair, fur) while
burning.?* However, not many wicks are preser-
ved, and even fewer of them have been properly
studied; therefore, no conclusions can be drawn
about the frequencies of nettle fibres compared to
other plant-based fibres.

Next to the polyangistron, three pieces of deformed
glass were found. The glass was exposed to such
great heat that the original shape of the object(s)
is no longer recognizable. However, out of their
context, they can be interpreted as parts of a glass
lamp that was hung with the chain suspension. The
colour of the glass is blue, with traces of red (Fig. 7).
It is uncertain whether its discolouration was due
to particles adhering from the chain suspension
or contact with red glass. There are also particles
of sediment and small stones fused to the glass
originating from the clay floor. Even though glass
lamps were primarily made of transparent mate-
rial, sometimes appearing greenish or yellowish,
coloured appliques such as handles or stems could
be attached for decorative purposes.?

24 Bliimner 1911, 138; Mitschke et al. 2012, 256; Basso,
Gleba 2018; Velenis, Zachariadis 2019, 186; Sukenik, Tep-
per 2019, 206-207; Haas et al. 2021.

%5 Qlcay 2001, 86; Nikoli¢ 2019, Fig. 19.
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Fig. 7: Kirchbichl in Lavant. Deformed glass probably ori-
ginating from the glass lamp. Scale 1:1. Top right: detailed
image of the red traces taken with a digital microscope
using transmitted and reflected light.

SI. 7: Kirchbichl nad Lavantom. Deformirano steklo, verjetno
del steklene svetilke. M. = 1:1. Zgoraj desno: detajl rde¢ih
sledov posnet z elektronskim mikroskopom s presevno in
vpadno svetlobo.

0 2cm

Fig. 8: Kirchbichl in Lavant. Copper alloy pieces of possible
additional suspension elements. Scale 1:1.

SI. 8: Kirchbichl nad Lavantom. Kosi bronaste zlitine,
verjetno deli drugih visecih svetil. M. = 1:1.

Indication of further metal devices
for hanging lamps

Just north of the bema, another hook was found
(Fig. 8a). It has similar dimensions as those from
the polyangistron, indicating it could be part of an
additional suspension chain. However, the hook
is fabricated from a copper alloy sheet of metal
(0.7-0.9 mm thick) rolled up into a narrow tube
(3.6 mm in diameter), which was then bent into
its shape instead of a flat hammered wire like the
aforementioned ones. The upper part is flattened
slightly, but the end is fragmented to the degree
that any potential attachment holes for a chain or
another device cannot be verified. The varying
manufacturing of this hook emphasises the theory
that singular pieces were produced on demand and
scrap material was recycled.

A fragment of a non-ferrous metal band,
circular-shaped with two round holes (Fig. 8b),
resembles the disk-shaped parts of polycandela,
and the holes were used to hold glass lamps.2°
Although the distance between the holes seems
too short to fit two lamps next to each other, the
object could also have had another yet uniden-
tified function.

Fragments of glass lamps and
window glass

Even though there are many glass rim fragments
that resemble glass lamps, most of them cannot be
identified as such with certainty. The fragments
are too small, which makes it almost impossible
to distinguish them from late antique beakers.
However, two objects can be recognized as lamps
due to their significant features. The first one
(Fig. 9a) is most probably a wall fragment from
a three-handled glass lamp (Uboldi type 1.3%7).
The small preserved handle on this fragment fits
the measurements of the suspension hooks. Lamps
with handles vary significantly in their shape from
goblet-like vessels to bowl-like vessels. Neverthe-
less, they can be roughly divided into two groups:
those with handles on the edge of the rim and
those with handles on the body. Both variants
occur at the same time; however, the first group
with handles close to the rim is more common in

26 Xanthopoulou 2010, Fig. 81; Lightfoot 2019, Fig. 10.
27 Uboldi 1995, 109.
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Fig. 9: Kirchbichl in Lavant. Fragments of glass lamps from
the recent excavations. Blue dots are visible on the rim and
the upper part of the stem in 9b. Scale 1:2.

SI. 9: Kirchbichl nad Lavantom. Odlomki steklenih svetilk
z izkopavanj zadnjih sezon. Modre pike so vidne na ustju
in na zgornjem delu tulca na sliki 9b. M. = 1:2.

Fig. 10: Kirchbichl in Lavant. Fragments of window glass
were found north of the priests’ bench. Scale 1:2.

SL. 10: Kirchbichl nad Lavantom. Odlomki okenskega stekla,
najdenega severno od klopi za duhovi¢ino. M. = 1: 2.

earlier times.?® This type of lamp first appeared at
the end of the 4™ century AD and was in use at
least until the 6 century.?” The second lamp can
be almost fully completed (Fig. 9b), as numerous
fragments of it were found. It is a small stemmed
lamp or funnel-shaped lamp (Uboldi type 1V.2%°)
that was used in a polycandelon. The lamp is best
described as tulip-shaped with a hollow stem.
The transparent glass has a yellowish colour and
is decorated with dark blue dots, which were at-
tached before the glassblowing, since they appear
stretched and elongated, mimicking the stretching
and forming of the hot glass mass. Funnel-shaped
lamps originated in the 5" century and remained
in use until the 17 century.?! Based on the con-
text, we can assume a late antique date for this
example. Unfortunately, both lamps were found
in layers dating shortly after the church’s active
phase, during which two fireplaces were installed
in the narthex. However, they correspond to the
known late antique types and thus may have been
originally used in the Early Christian church, per-
haps in the adjacent baptistery.3?

In all the trenches around the presbytery, espe-
cially in those next to the priests’ bench, a signi-
ficant amount of fragmented window glass was
found (Fig. 10). Most of the pieces show traces
of exposure to great heat, which stems from a
destructive fire in the church. The concentration
of window glass in this area, as well as the lack
of it in the trenches in the nave along the outer
walls of the building, indicates that only specific
parts of the church were illuminated.

CONCLUSION

The recent excavation in the so-called Episcopal
Church not only brought new light into the church’s
building phases, but also new small finds were
discovered that aid in interpreting and under-
standing the features. Most especially, the finds
which can be classified as ‘lighting devices™ play
a significant role in this context. The objects that
can be identified as (parts of) chain suspensions

28 Qlcay 2001, 84-85.

29 Nikoli¢ 2019, 87.

30 Uboldi 1995, 123-125.

31 Nikoli¢ 2019, 93; Olcay 2001, 82.

32 The use of artificial lights inside of baptisteries is
more common than in other parts of the church such as
the narthex or the nave. See Milavec 2017, 211-212.
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were found in close proximity to the bema walls.
In addition to these, a large amount of fragmented
window glass that shows signs of heat exposure
was found around the bema walls and the priests’
bench. This emphasizes the idea of the specific use
of natural light inside the church.* In addition to
these newly excavated objects, some glass lamps
are known from the earlier excavations.** Most of
them were found in close proximity to the altar of

33 Milavec 2017, 211.

34 Rodriguez-Mattel 1986b, PL. 98: 27, 30, 33; same
Kainrath 2011, PL. 121: F108-F110. Some base fragments
of glass vessels found in the older excavations could also
originate from funnel-shaped lamps (Kainrath 2011, Pl
122: F134-F139). However, since these are mostly small
fragments, a clear distinction between lamp and balsa-
marium is not possible. In my opinion, at least for those
that have been found near the presbytery, the reference as
lamps is assumable.
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Svetila iz tako imenovane Skofijske cerkve
na Kirchbichlu nad Lavantom
(Lienz, Avstrija)

Povzetek

Izkopavanja na poznoanti¢ni vi$inski naselbini
na Kirchbichlu nad Lavantom (sl. 1) potekajo Ze od
petdesetih let prej$njega stoletja, tako da so bivalne
stavbe in obe zgodnjekrsc¢anski cerkvi ze dobro
znane.! Ena od cerkva, tako imenovana $kofijska
cerkev, raziskana v petdesetih in osemdesetih letih,?
Se ni bila primerno ovrednotena. Ne glede na to
je mnogo raziskovalcev na podlagi nacrta in na
terenu prezentiranih rusevin poskusalo predlagati
rekonstrukcijo in gradbene faze.?

Med letoma 2017 in 2021 je na Skofijski cerkvi
potekal velik raziskovalno-konservatorski projekt.*
Raziskovalni cilj je bil bolje razumeti datiranje in
gradbene faze cerkve. Uspelo je, ne le popraviti
predlagano rekonstrukcijo cerkve, ampak tudi
razlikovati med $tirimi fazami gradnje (sl. 2) in
zeleznodobnim suhim zidom pod cerkvijo.> Na
podlagi novih najdb iz plasti izravnav smo lahko
dolo¢ili terminus post quem za prvo gradbeno fazo
na koncu 4. oziroma zacetku 5. stoletja.b

Poliangistron z obeski
in pripadajo¢imi najdbami

Med novimi najdbami je skoraj celoten polian-
gistron iz bronaste zlitine (sl. 3), tridelni viseci
sistem za obesanje svetilk. Lezal je poleg prizni-
ce pod najmlajs$imi cerkvenimi tlemi, po ¢emer
sklepamo, da je bil v uporabi v tretji fazi. Verizice

I Tschurtschenthaler, Winkler 1994; Winkler 1996;
Tschurtschenthaler 2003; Kainrath 2011.

2 Miltner 1950; Miltner 1953; Miltner 1954; Miltner
1956-58; Alzinger 1967; Alzinger 1972; Karwiese 1973;
Hebert 1981.

3 Na primer: Ubl 1982, 310-311; Alzinger 1985,
114-115; Glaser 2003, sl. 9.

* Projektni partnerji: Bundesdenkmalamt Osterreich
(BDA), Bundesland Tirol, Gemeinde Lavant in Universi-
tat Innsbruck. Vodja raziskav: Martin Auer, Institut fir
Archéologien, Universitit Innsbruck.

5 Obsirno analizo zidanih ostankov pripravlja za
objavo Martin Auer.

¢ Objavo terenskega izvida in datiranja Skofijske cerkve
pripravlja Julia E. Rabitsch.

so zaradi izpostavljenosti ognju slabo ohranjene.
Cleni verizic se razlikujejo po tehni¢ni izvedbi
in kovini, kar kaze na (pre)uporabo starejsega
materiala. Skupaj z verizicami so bili najdeni trije
poskodovani obeski, v katerih lahko prepoznamo
grki ¢rki alfa in omega ter del kriza ali stavro-
grama. Vedina poliangistra je sestavljena iz dolgih,
zi¢natih ¢lenov’ medtem ko se manje veriZice iz
prepletenih delov pojavljajo na polikandelonih.®
Veliki kavlji na koncu verizic so posebej znacilni
del za obesSanje posameznih svetilk, zato lahko
predstavljeni predmet interpretiramo kot poly-
angistron.

Glede na primerjave® (sl. 4) predlagamo re-
konstrukcijo polyangistrona (sl. 5), katerega del
je monogramski kriz, precej pogost od 4. st..!0V
prsti, ki se je drzala verizic, je bil najden zoglenel
stenj (sl. 6), izdelan iz rastlinskih vlaken. Vrste ne
moremo natan¢no dolo¢iti,!! a glede na preseke in
rahlo uvijanje vlaken, gre najverjetneje za koprivo
(Urtica dioica). 1z istega konteksta so tudi trije kosi
modrega stekla, ki so bili zaradi izpostavljenosti
visokim temperaturam deformirani (sl. 7). Inter-
pretiramo jih lahko kot kose steklene svetilke,
katerih del so bili pogosto barvni ro¢aji ali tulci.!?

Drugi kovinski deli sistemov
za obesanje, odlomki
svetilk in okensko steklo

V cerkvi so bili v blizini beme najdeni tudi
drugi kovinski deli svetil (sl. 8), med njimi $e en
kavelj za obe$anje.

7 Na primer: Motsianos, Nazlis 2012, sl. 12-14; Petcu
et al. 2014, sl. 1-5; Erten, Akkus Kogak 2019, sl. 3:1-2;
Angelkou, Cheimonopoulou 2019, sl. 8; Ryzhov, Yashaeva
2019, sl. 10: 1-5.

8 Erten, Akkus Kogak 2019, 347; Nikoli¢ 2019, sl. 19;
Ryzhov, Yashaeva 2019, sl. 10: 1-5.

9 Sagi 1961, t. 14: 4; Piilz 2014d.

10 Piilz 2014a.

11 Cf. Mitschke et al. 2012, 255.

12 Olcay 2001, 86; Nikoli¢ 2019, sl. 19.
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Stekleni svetilki (sl. 9) sta bili najdeni v nartek-
su, pri prvi gre za odlomek svetilke s tremi rocaji
(tip 1.3 po Uboldijevi!?), druga je koni¢ne oblike
s tulcem (tip IV.2 po Uboldijevi'*), okrasena z
modrimi pikami. Zal sta obe iz plasti, ki sta dati-
rani v ¢as po opustitvi cerkve, ko so v narteksu
vgradili ognjisca.

V sondah okrog prezbiterija, posebe;j blizu klopi
za duhovs¢ino, je bila najdena znatna kolic¢ina
okenskega stekla. Njegova koncentracija v tem
delu in pomanjkanje v drugih sondah ob zunan-
jih zidovih daje misliti na premisljeno uporabo
naravne svetlobe v cerkvi.!®

13 Uboldi 1995, 109.
14 Uboldi 1995, 123-125.
15 Milavec 2017, 211.

Julia E. Rabitsch

Zakljucek

Nova izkopavanja v zadnjih letih nudijo tako
nove vpoglede v gradbene faze $kofijske cerkve,
kot tudi nove drobne najdbe, ki pripomorejo pri
datiranju in razumevanju stavbe. Ena izmed takih
skupin najdb so svetila. Njihova lokacija blizu
zidov beme kaze, da so bili le nekateri deli cerkve
osvetljeni. Najdbe s starejsih izkopavanj sovpadajo
s tem modelom, saj so bili odlomki okenskega
stekla najdeni le blizu oltarja.!® Velika koli¢ina
okenskega stekla z obmocja okrog prezbiterija Se
bolj poudarja liturgi¢no uporabo svetlobe.

Prevod: Tina Milavec

16 Rodriguez-Mattel 1986a, 67.
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