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Kopa nad Kompoljami pri Lukovici:
gradiSce in grobiSce iz starejse Zelezne dobe

Kopa above Kompolje near Lukovica:
hillfort and cemetery from the Early Iron Age

Matic ZUPAN, Tomaz FABEC, Bostjan LAHARNAR

Izvlecek

Na grebenasti vzpetini Reber nad vasjo Kompolje, vzhodno od Lukovice pri Domzalah, lezijo ostaline manjsega
utrjenega naselja oz. gradi$¢a. Odkritja s sondiranja leta 1879 datirajo gradisce v starej$o Zelezno dobo. Greben Reber
se na vzhodu konca z nekoliko vi$jo vzpetino, imenovano Kopa. Leta 2019 so na kolovozu, ki vodi po juznem pobocju
Kope in Rebri, nasli predmete iz starejse zelezne dobe. Na obmoc¢ju odkritja najdb so sledile arheoloske raziskave Centra
za preventivno arheologijo (2019) in Narodnega muzeja Slovenije (2021). Ugotovili smo, da najdbe izvirajo iz enega ali
ve¢ skeletnih grobov. Razen dela zasutja grobne jame s kerami¢nim loncem in Zeleznim noZem so bili pokopi uniceni,
najdbe razmetane po nasutjih kolovoza, prav tako ¢loveske kosti, ki so pripadale najmanj dvema osebama. Vse kaze,
da so grob ali grobove razkopali ob gradnji kolovoza, morda Ze leta 1819, ko so najverjetneje prav tukaj nasli bronasto
negovsko celado.

Klju¢ne besede: Lukovica pri Domzalah; Kopa in Reber nad Kompoljami; starejsa Zelezna doba; gradi$ce; grobisce

Abstract

A small fortified settlement or hillfort is located on Reber, a ridge rising above the village of Kompolje east of Lu-
kovica pri Domzalah, which the excavations in 1879 showed to date to the Early Iron Age. In 2019, artefacts from the
Early Iron Age also came to light on the cartway leading along the southern slopes of Kopa and Reber, the former being
the peak terminating the Reber ridge in the east. The ensuing archaeological investigations by the Centre for Preventive
Archaeology (2019) and the National Museum of Slovenia (2021) revealed that the finds originated from one or more
inhumations. The burials were destroyed, with the exception of a part of a grave containing a ceramic jar and an iron
knife, and goods scattered across the cartway deposits. Similarly scattered were human bones that belonged to at least
two individuals. The grave or graves appear to have been damaged during the construction of the cartway, possibly
already in 1819, when a bronze Negova helmet was also most likely found here.

Keywords: Lukovica pri Domzalah; Kopa and Reber above Kompolje; Early Iron Age; hillfort; cemetery

Obmo¢je arheoloskega najdis¢al zajema grebe-  obrobju Posavskega hribovja. Dolina Crnega grabna
nasto vzpetino Reber in juzna pobo¢ja hriba Kopa  se pri Lukovici postopoma razsiri in proti zahodu
nad vasjo Kompolje, v zahodnem delu doline reke ~ preide v Kamnisko-Domzalsko polje (sl. I).
Radomlje ali Crnega grabna na severozahodnem Leta 1965 je izSel ¢lanek Staneta Gabrovca o

kamni$kem ozemlju v prazgodovini. V njem je
! Register nepremiéne kulturne dedis¢ine RS: ESD 12773. obravnaval tudi najdisca halstatskega obdobja v
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Sl. 1: Obmoc¢je med Lukovico pri Domzalah in Kompoljami. Vzhodno od Trnjave in severno od Kompolj leZita vzpetini z
vrhovi Kopa in Reber ter Kompoljski hrib. Obmocje raziskav leta 2019 in 2021 je oznaceno s piko in puscico. (Vir: ©GURS)
Fig 1: Wider area of the site between Lukovica pri Domzalah and Kompolje, with the peaks of Kopa, Reber and Kom-
poljski hrib located east of Trnjava and north of Kompolje. The area investigated in 2019 and 2021 is marked with a dot

and arrow. (Source: © GURS)

okolici Lukovice pri Domzalah, kjer omenja Kopo
in tamkaj$njo najdbo bronaste negovske celade (z.
1) v zgodnjem 19. stoletju.>

Leta 2019 so bili na pobo¢ju Kope in Rebri
z uporabo detektorja kovin odkriti predmeti iz
starejSe Zelezne dobe. Zatem je ekipa Centra za
preventivno arheologijo ZVKDS izvedla intenzivni
terenski pregled in arheoloska izkopavanja.’ Dve
leti pozneje je dodatna izkopavanja opravila ekipa
Narodnega muzeja Slovenije.?

Znacilne najdbe ter najdis¢ne in topografske
okoli$¢ine podpirajo mnenje o obstoju utrjenega
prazgodovinskega naselja na Rebri ter grobisca iz
starejSe zelezne dobe na enem od hrbtov juznega
pobocja Kope.

ZGODOVINA RAZISKAV
IN TOPOGRAFIJA

V poro¢ilih in noticah o arheologkih najdi§¢ih na
Kopi in Rebri se pojavljajo razli¢na poimenovanja
lokacij in z njimi povezanih arheologkih odkritij

2 Gabrovec 1965, 101, t. 10.
3 Neobjavljeno poroéilo Fabec et al. 2019.
4 Neobjavljeno porocilo Zupan, Laharnar 2022.

(Kopa, Reber, Kompoljski hrib, Gusin gri¢).> Tu-
kaj so natanéneje opisani topografska situacija in
izsledki terenskih ogledov ter analize ledinskih
imen na zemljevidih (sl. I). Kopa se imenuje 579
m visok vrh hribovskega masiva severozahodno od
vasi Kompolje med dolino potoka Zlatopoljsc¢ica
in dolino Radomlje. Zahodno od Kope in neko-
liko nizZje (vrh na 562 m n. m.) se vije greben z
imenom Reber, na katerem so ostaline utrjenega
prazgodovinskega naselja oz. gradi$c¢a. Jugoza-
hodno od Kope se dviga 554 m visok Kompoljski
ali Kompolski hrib, ki je oznacen in varovan kot
lokacija gradu iz 13. do 15. st.,% vendar tod ni
opaziti arheoloskih ostalin. Nekje na obronkih
Kompoljskega hriba vzhodno od Trnjave je zabe-
lezena lokacija Gusin gri¢, kjer je leta 1879 kmet
Matija Jere pri poljskem delu nasel skeletni grob
z bronastimi predmeti.” V Kranjski deZelni muzej
so prinesli samostrelni fibuli in votli zapestnici,
objavil jih je Stane Gabrovec.®

5 ANSI, 192; Bozi¢ v porocilu Fabec et al. 2019, 12-13,
16; Dular 2021, 23-26.

¢ Register nepremi¢ne kulturne dedig¢ine RS: ESD 12772.

7 Dular 2021, 23.

8 Gabrovec 1965, 101, t. 11: 4-6.
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SI. 2: Dopis cestnega asistenta Auerpergerja z opisom okoli$¢in odkritja ¢elade na Rebri nad Kompoljami.

Fig. 2: Letter of Strassenassistent Auerperger describing the circumstances of discovering the helmet on Reber above
Kompolje.

(po / after Zeleznikar et al. 2022, 16)
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Karel Dezman je bil leta 1879 preprican, da so
bronasto celado (t. 1), ki je vrsto let krasila grobo
izrezljano mosko doprsje nad odto¢no cevjo Ce-
rarjevega vodnjaka v Lukovici, nasli pred priblizno
50 leti v prazgodovinskem naselju.’ Po njegovem
narodilu je zato julija leta 1879 na razli¢nih mestih
v naselju ve¢ manjsih sond izkopal kajzar Korosec,
Spehar iz Kompolj,'© ter naletel na sistem zidovja
in kosti. Cetrtega in petega septembra istega leta
je po Dezmanovem napotilu v naselju kopal Ferdi-
nand Schulz. Petega septembra si je izkopavanja v
Dezmanovem spremstvu ogledal angleski arheolog
John Evans z druzino. Tudi Schulz in njegovi de-
lavci so kopali na ve¢ mestih. Na globini 2 do 3 m
so nasli zidovje brez malte, oglje, odlomke grobe
keramike, kosti domacih Zivali, bronasto trirobo
pusci¢no ost in certosko fibulo. Dezman pise, da je
bilo obzidje gradisc¢a zgrajeno iz kvarcitnih blokov,
ki so jih morali z veliko truda prinesti iz globeli
severno od Kope.!! Tudi te najdbe je v Kamniskem
zborniku objavil Gabrovec.!?

Dezman je v Vodniku po Kranjskem dezelnem
muzeju, ki je izSel desetletje po izkopavanjih na
Kopi, navedel druga¢ne najdisc¢e podatke o cela-
di. Odkrita naj bi bila namre¢ v grobu na hribu
Kopa nad Trnjavo.!* Morda je Dezman izbrskal
dopis Janeza Nepomuka Auerpergerja, cestnega
asistenta iz Podpeci, ki ga je ta 30. junija 1823
poslal skupaj z ve¢ bronastimi predmeti v Kranjski
dezelni muzej (sl. 2). Auerperger piSe, da so leta
1819 kmetje zaceli kopati na Rebri, visokem hribu
pri Kompoljah med Krasnjo in Podpe¢jo, “ker je
tam veckrat svetila lu¢”. Nasli so ¢loveske kosti, v
blizini pa Se celotno ¢lovesko okostje. Na lobanji
je bila bronasta ¢elada, ob okostju sulica. Nasli so
$e ve¢ po obliki podobnih bronastih predmetov ter
jih raznesli, nekaj pa jih je pridobil Auerperger
in poslal v muzej.!* Auerpergerjeva posiljka je
omenjena $ele leta 1832 na seznamu muzejskih

® Deschmann 1879; Deschmann v von Hochstetter
1879, 552. Ni znano, kdaj so ¢elado prinesli v Kranjski
dezelni muzej (danes Narodni muzej Slovenije), vsekakor
pa je bila leta 1879 Ze v muzejski zbirki.

10 Podatke o arheoloskih odkritjih na Kopi in Rebri nad
Kompoljami v 19. st. povzemamo po poglavju Okolis¢ine
odkritij Zeleznodobnih najdb z obmocja Kope in Rebri nad
Kompoljami, ki ga je za poroc¢ilo Fabec et al. 2019 pripravil
Dragan Bozi¢. Njegove ugotovitve povzema tudi Dular
(2021, 24-26).

' Deschmann v von Hochstetter 1879, 552; Dular 2021, 24.

12 Gabrovec 1965, t. 11: 7-10.

13 Deschmann 1888, 85.

4 Dular 2021, 26.

SI. 3: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Obmocje arheoloskega izko-
pavanja leta 2019. Testni sondi (TS 1-2) in vsek v pobo¢je
za kolovoz (Presek 1). Pogled iz vzhoda.

Fig. 3: Kopa above Kompolje. Area of the 2019 archaeolo-
gical excavation. Trial trenches (TS 1-2) and cartway cut
into the slope (Section 1). View from the east.

pridobitev v letu 1823, tega je pripravil Franc Jozef
Hanibal Hohenwart za Ilirski list (Illyrisches Blatt).
Hohenwart kratko navede, da gre za sestavne dele
anti¢nega oklepa, izkopane pri Kra$nji.!> Danes v
muzeju ni ve¢ mogoce ugotoviti, katere najdbe, ce
so se sploh ohranile, bi to lahko bile.

Julija leta 2019 sta posameznika na kolovozu,
ki vodi prek juznega pobo¢ja Kope in Rebri, z
detektorjem za kovine odkrila bronaste in Zelezne
predmete. Predmeti so bili deloma raztreseni v dol-
zini priblizno 60 m vzdolz kolovoza (t. 2: 1-3, 4;!¢
3:11), glavnina pa je bila na kupu v manjsi luknji
(t.2:5-16; 3:1-4,6,7 12, 14-15, 18). Najditelja sta
predmete izroc¢ila Narodnemu muzeju Slovenije,
kjer smo ugotovili, da gre za arheoloske najdbe iz
starejSe Zelezne dobe. O odkritju smo obvestili pri-
stojno konservatorko Judito Lux (ZVDKS OE Kranj)
in septembra leta 2019 je Center za preventivno
arheologijo na obmoc¢ju odkritja Zeleznodobnih
predmetov opravil arheologko raziskavo.!® Ekipa
Narodnega muzeja Slovenije je junija 2021 izvedla
dodatne raziskave.!®

ARHEOLOSKE RAZISKAVE
V LETIH 2019 IN 2021

Namen arheoloske raziskave na juznem pobocju
Kopeleta 2019 je bil ugotoviti najdi§¢ne okolis¢ine

15 Hohenwart 1832, 24, §t. 270.
16 Odlomek z inv. §t. P 30054.
17 Gumb z inv. §t. P 30048.

18 Fabec et al. 2019.

19 Zupan, Laharnar 2022.
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Izkopno polje / Excavation field
— 2019
— 2021
- == detektorski vkop / detectorists pit

Vkop groba / Burial pit

— prepoznan / recognized
- = - domneven / supposed

Najdbe iz 2019 / Finds from 2019

O kovina/ metal

O  kost/bone

@ keramika / ceramic
@ kamen/ stone

Najdbe v prvotni legi / Finds in their original position
lonec / pot, t. /Pl 4: 3
& sekira/axe, t. /Pl 3:19
# noi/knife t./ Pl 3:13

Sl. 4: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Zdruzen tloris izkopnih sond leta 2019 in 2021 z oznac¢enimi najdbami.
Fig. 4: Kopa above Kompolje. Composite plan of the trial trenches excavated in 2019 and 2021 with marked finds.

detektorskih najdb in stratifikacijo na kraju nji-
hovega odkritja. Izvedli smo intenzivni terenski
pregled 1600 m? velikega obmo¢ja z izkopom 40
x 40 x 40 cm velikih sond in pregled z iskalnikom
za kovine v mrezZi 10 x 10 m ter izkop dveh med
sabo povezanih sond v velikosti 1,5 x 1 m (TS 1)
in 1 x 5m (TS 2). Prvo smo izkopali na mestu z
najve¢ detektorskimi najdbami, drugo pravokotno
¢ez kolovoz (sl. 3). Intenzivni terenski pregled in

pregled z detektorjem kovin nista dala pozitivnih
rezultatov.

Sondi smo izkopali na vozi§¢u kolovoza (parcel-
na §t. 757/9, k. o. Koreno). Zaradi odkritja dolgih
kosti, ki so segale v profile izkopanega obmocja,
smo testno sondo 1 dodatno razsirili in izkopa (TS
1in TS 2) zdruzili v enega. Tako so izkopavanja v
celoti zajela okoli 8 m? povrsine (sl. 4).
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Sl. 5: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Raziskave leta 2019. Cloveski
stegnenici v zasutju juzne kolesnice kolovoza. Lezali sta
skupaj, vendar v nasprotni smeri.

Fig. 5: Kopa above Kompolje. Excavations in 2019. Two
human femora in the fill of the south rut of the cartway.
They were found next to one another, but of opposite
orientation.

SI. 6: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Raziskave leta 2019. Arheo-
loska interpretacija stratigrafije.

Fig. 6: Kopa above Kompolje. Excavations in 2019. Inter-
pretation of the stratigraphy.

SE / SU 003 - izravnava vozi$c¢a kolovoza / cartway surface;
SE / SU 005 - geoloska podlaga / bedrock; SE / SU 006 -
zasutje jame SE 007 / fill of Pit SU 007; SE / SU 007 - jama,
namembnost neznana / pit, function unknown; SE / SU
008 - zasutje vseka SE 009 / fill of Cut SU 009; SE / SU
009 - vsek v dolomitno podlago (morda vkop grobne jame)
/ cut into the dolomite bedrock; SE / SU 010 - humusno
akumulativni (A) talni horizont / topsoil with accumula-
tion of humus (A); PN / special find 33 - tulasta sekira /
socketed axe (t. / Pl 3: 19).

Obmocje sond je bilo v celoti preoblikovano z
izgradnjo kolovoza. Zanj je bila v strmo dolomitno
pobo¢je vsekana priblizno 3,5 m $iroka terasa.
Vsek v pobo¢je je na severni strani v vi$ino meril
50-80 cm (sl. 3: Presek 1), na juzni pa le 10-20
cm. Skalnata podlaga vozisca je bila izravnana z

novoveskim nasutjem grusca in peska; to je bilo
debelejse na njegovi juzni polovici oz. kolesnici
in se je v smeri proti severnemu robu kolovoza
izklinilo.

V nasutju juzne kolesnice kolovoza smo nasli
zasut vkop, kjer sta iskalca z detektorjem kovin
izkopala veé¢ino predmetov (t. 2: 5-16; 3: 1-4, 6,2
12, 14-15, 18), ter odkrili ve¢ kovinskih najdb
(t. 2: 4% 3: 5, 62, 7-9), ki so lezale razprieno v
nasutju, kamnit brus (¢. 3: 20), odlomka keramike
ter kosti najmanj dveh ¢loveskih skeletov (sl. 4).2

Kosti so bile ve¢inoma razdrobljene, glavnina
odlomkov je bila velika do 5 c¢m, bilo pa je tudi
nekaj vecjih primerkov dolgih kosti. Manjsi odlomki
so v novoveskem nasutju lezali razpr§eno, medtem
ko je bilo nekaj bolje ohranjenih kosti polozenih
skupaj v nasutju na juznem robu kolovoza. Tudi
te kosti niso lezale v anatomski legi, ampak so
bile naknadno preloZene. Med njimi sta bili bolje
ohranjeni stegnenici, ki sta bili polozeni druga
poleg druge, a v nasprotni smeri (sl. 5). Za vecje
in ob robu kolovoza zlozene kosti se torej zdi, da
so jih najditelji, morda graditelji kolovoza, zlozili
z vecjo skrbnostjo.

V juznem delu sonde TS 2 smo ze zunaj trase
kolovoza, na globini okoli 40 cm, odkrili plast pe-
$¢eno-meljaste prsti temno rdeckasto rjave barve s
kosi dolomita in zelo redkimi drobci oglja (SE 008).
Ta plast je bila zasutje vseka v dolomitno preperino
tukaj$nje geoloske podlage. V njej je na globini 60
cm lezala Zelezna tulasta sekira (sl. 6; t. 3: 19).

Ker smo menili, da je plast s tulasto sekiro morda
neposkodovan ostanek zasutja groba, smo leta 2021
nadaljevali izkopavanje in raziskali priblizno 6 m?
povrsine juzno od sond iz leta 2019 (sl. 4).>* Tudi
tokrat smo odkrili novoveska nasutja z odlomki
loncenine (t. 4: 1-2, 4-5) in ¢loveskih kosti ter
kovinskima predmetoma (t. 3: 10,16).

Po odstranitvi nasutij smo na globini 50 cm
dosegli plast (SE 008), v kateri je bila leta 2019

20 Gumb z inv. §t. P 30048.

21 Odlomki z inv. §t. P 30023-26.

22 Gumbi z inv. §t. P 30031-30042.

23 Antropologke analize izrazito razdrobljenih najdb,
ki jih je opravil Fabio Cavalli (glej porocilo Fabec et al.
2019, 32-33, Priloga 5), so pokazale pripadnost vsaj dvema
odraslima osebama. Ve¢ji del kostnih najdb (stegnenici,
odlomek desne podlahtnice in deli medenice) je najverjetneje
pripadal moskemu. Na kosteh ni bilo vidnih patoloskih
znakov, edini odkrit zob, sekalec iz spodnje ¢eljustnice, pa
je kazal obrabo Zvekalne povrsine, kar je najbrz posledica
uporabe zob pri delu.

24 Neobjavljeno poro¢ilo Zupan, Laharnar 2022.
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SI. 7: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Raziskave leta 2021. Lonec
(t. 4: 3) s prislonjenim Zeleznim nozem (t. 3: 13).

Fig. 7: Kopa above Kompolje. Excavations in 2021. Jar (P1.
4: 3) and iron knife (Pl. 3: 13).

odkrita sekira (prim. sl. 6; t. 3: 19). Zapolnjevala
je okoli 20 cm globok vkop (SE 1006) v dolomi-
tno geolosko podlago. Vkop smo z izkopavanjem
njegovega zasutja (SE 1005) dokaj jasno zamejili
na vzhodnem in juznem delu (sl. 4). Proti zahodu
meje vkopa nismo nasli, saj so novoveska nasutja
segala vse do dolomitne geoloske podlage. Na dnu
vkopa sta bila keramicen lonec in nanj prislonjen
zelezen noz (sl. 4, 7; t. 3: 13; 4: 3). V loncu sta bila
odlomka $e enega zeleznega noza (t. 3: 17).%° Vkop
SE 1006 in zasutje SE 1005 sta bila del grobne
jame in njenega zasutja. Keramicen lonec, noza in
sekira so bili grobni pridatki v prvotni legi (f. 3:
13,17,19; 4: 3). Preostali del groba je bil unicen z
gradnjo kolovoza.

25 Zemljeno polnilo lonca je bilo izpraznjeno v delav-
nicah Narodnega muzeja pred postopkom konserviranja
in restavriranja predmeta. Laboratorijsko izkopavanje
zemljenega polnila loncka ter restavriranje in konser-
viranje predmeta je opravil Gorazd Lemaji¢ (Oddelek za
konserviranje in restavriranje NMS). Kovinske najdbe sta
konservirala Matjaz Bizjak in Anita Virag (Oddelka za
konserviranje in restavriranje, NMS).

Izbrana vzorca ¢loveskih kosti iz novoveskega
nasutja sta bila radiokarbonsko analizirana.?®
Rezultati so pokazali najverjetnejSo datacijo med
zgodnjim 4. in poznim 3. st. pr. n. §t. (sl. 8: Kopa
21_Sample 1 in 2). Mlajso datacijo, v ¢as med
sredino 1. st. pr. n. §t. in 1. st. n. §t., je pokazala
radiokarbonska analiza odlomka ¢loveske kosti iz
nasutja kolovoza, ki smo ga raziskali leta 2019 (sl.
8: KORENO-01).”

TIPOLOSKA IN KRONOLOSKA
ANALIZA NAJDB

Glavnino najdb sta odkrila iskalca z detektor-
jem kovin (t. 2: 1-3, 5-16; 3: 1-4, 11-12, 14-15,
18), nekaj jih je lezalo v novoveskih nasutjih (z.
2:4; 3: 5-9, 20; 4: 1-2, 4-5), povezanih z gradnjo
kolovoza. Keramicen lonec, sekira in noza (t. 3:
13,17, 19; 4: 3) so lezali in situ in jih obravnavamo
kot del grobne celote.

Bronasti fibuli (. 2: 1-2) pripadata fibulam
s proti loku obrnjeno stilizirano zivalsko glavo
(pri obeh primerkih s Kope se ta ni ohranila)
oz. t. i. vzhodnoalpskim fibulam z zivalsko glavo
(ostalpine Tierkopffibeln), ki so datirane v obdobje
od druge cCetrtine 5. in v 4. st. pr. n. §t. Fibuli s
Kope sodita v razli¢ico z okrasenim lokom, ki je
bila na Dolenjskem v rabi tudi v obdobju uporabe
negovskih ¢elad. To dokazujeta fibuli iz bogate-
ga groba moskega in zenske IV/3 na gomilnem
grobi$¢u Znanceve njive v novomeski Kandiji (sl.
9: 1-2),%8 v katerem so znadilni pridatki stopnje
negovskih celad po relativni kronologiji dolenjske

26 Vzorca sta bila datirana v Poznan Radiocarbon
Laboratory na Poljskem.

27 Vzorec je bil datiran v Beta Analytic Radiocarbon
Dating Laboratory v Miamiju, Florida, ZDA.

28 Knez 1986, 89, t. 36: 3; 75: IV/3.

Vzorec / Sample Laboratorijska koda / Pred sedanjostjo / Kalibrirana starost, 95% verjetnost /
P Laboratory code Calibrated Age Range, 95% probability
357 pr.n. §t. / BC - 278 pr. n. §t. / BC (40.5 %)
Kopa 21_ Sample 1 Poz-149306 2165£30 234 pr. . §t. / BC - 101 pr. n. &t. / BC (52.5 %)
392 pr.n. §t./ BC - 348 pr. n. §t. / BC (32.1 %)
Kopa 21 _ Sample 2 Poz-149307 2253£30 312 pr. n. ./ BC - 206 pr. n. it. / BC (63.3 %)
KORENO-01 Beta-541062 1990 £ 30 49 pr.n. §t. / BC-72 n. §t. / AD (95,4 %)

SI. 8: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Radiokarbonske datacije vzorcev ¢loveskih kosti iz raziskav 2019 in 2021.
Fig. 8: Kopa above Kompolje. Radiocarbon dating of the human bone samples taken during the 2019 and 2021 excavations.
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SI. 9: Novo mesto — Znanceve njive v Kandiji. Izbor pridatkov iz groba IV/3. M. = 1:3.
Fig. 9: Novo mesto — Znanceve njive in Kandija. Select goods from Grave IV/3. Scale = 1:3.
(prirejeno po / adapted after Knez 1986, t. / Pl. 34-36)
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halstatske kulturne skupine.?® Gabrovec je fibule
opredelil kot najmlajse kreacije halstatske kulture.*

Pomenljivo je, da tudi glavnini preostalih pred-
metov s Kope najdemo primerjave v dvojnem
grobu IV/3 iz Novega mesta (sl. 9). To velja za
votli bronasti zapestnici, okraseni s snopi pre¢nih
vrezov, dvojnimi cikcakastimi ¢rtami in krozci s
piko (t. 2: 4-5; prim. sl. 9: 3-6).3! Gre za zapestnice
razli¢ice V6 po Snezi Tecco Hvala. Na dolenjskih
mladohalstatskih najdis¢ih se pojavljajo v dvojnih
grobovih in pri posameznih pokopih.3?

Med predmeti so Stirje bronasti gumbi z nizko
profilirano kapico (t. 2: 9-11)* ter devet bronastih
gumbov z zvoncasto kapico in zanko (t. 2: 12-16;
3: 1-4). Na obeh razli¢icah so obeSeni obrocki z
enakim punciranim okrasom. Zelo podobne gumbe
najdemo tudi v grobu IV/3 v novomeski Kandjiji (sl.
9:9), razli¢ico z zvoncasto kapico pa tudi v dvojnem
grobu mlajse negovske stopnje I1/2.%* Kot dokazujejo
novomeske primerjave, so bili tovrstni gumbi del
pasne garniture. Glede na lego gumbov v grobu
IV/3 v Kandiji, ki so bili v povezavi s prekrizanima
pasnima sponama, se zdi, da sta garnituro sestavljala
pas in lenta (sl 9: zgoraj levo).?

Pasno garnituro so sestavljali pasna spona (t. 2:
6), verjetno gumbi s polno kapico in zanko (¢ 3:
6) ter majhni gumbi z zanko (£. 3: 7). O mladohal-
$tatskih pasnih garniturah, ki so jih krasili gumbi
in obeski razli¢nih oblik, pri¢ajo poleg groba IV/3
tudi najdbe iz groba 1/20, prav tako iz Kandije v
Novem mestu.

Majhni gumbi s Kope (t. 3: 7) so podobni ti-
stim iz groba IV/3 v Kandiji (sl 9: 10),%” medtem
ko so vec¢ji gumbi (¢. 3: 6) redkost. Podobni so
gumbu iz domnevnega poznolatenskega groba
na Magdalenski gori®® in gumboma z gradis¢a
Ajdovscina nad Zaborstom pri Dolu, kjer sta bila
posami¢ni najdbi.*® Tudi primerka z Ajdov§c¢ine
sta datirana v mlaj$o zelezno dobo, a najdbe s

29 Terzan 1976, 392, 442; Gabrovec 1987, 70-72; Dular
2003, 143-144, sl. 86-88; Tecco Hvala 2012, 263-265.

30 Gabrovec 1966, 30-31, karta 2.

31 Prim. Knez 1986, t. 36: 8-9.

32 Tecco Hvala 2012, 312-321, sl. 116: 6.

33 Eden od gumbov je vrai¢en v korenino ter ni bil
konserviran in restavriran, zato ni opisan v katalogu in
narisan na tabli.

34 Knez 1986, t. 13: 15; Dular 2003, 144, sl. 90: 19.

35 Knez 1986, t. 35: 1a; 61.

36 Knez 1986, t. 4: 1-1a.

37 Knez 1986, t. 35: 12.

38 Hencken 1978, 80, sl. 362: c.

39 Pavlin, Dular 2007, 73, 85, 94, t. 6: 14, 18.

Kope dokazujejo, da so tovrstni gumbi lahko Ze
iz starejSe zelezne dobe.

Z okrasitvijo pasu sta brzkone povezana okrasena
zapognjena okova (t. 2: 7-8). Okov t. 2: 7 nakazuje
debelino pasu iz organske snovi (6-7 mm), na
katerega je bil pritrjen z bronasto zakovico. Ta ima
tak$no kapico kot zakovice zvoncastih gumbov z
zanko (t. 2: 13-16; 3: 1-4) s podobno srebrnkasto
povrsino. Preliminarne meritve elementne sestave
zlitin kapic zakovic na zvoncastih gumbih in okovu
t. 2: 7 nakazujejo zelo visoko vsebnost kositra v
bronasti zlitini. To govori v prid domnevi, da so
kapice zakovic pokositrili. Enako velja tudi za
majhne gumbe z zanko (t. 3: 7).4° Sicer podobni
okovi iz zapognjenega plocevinastega traku na
dolenjskih in zasavskih najdi§c¢ih starejse Zelezne
dobe niso neznanka, le njihove zakovice so dru-
ga¢nih oblik.4!

Pasna spona je sestavljena iz treh delov: pravo-
kotne bronaste ploscice, okrasene trakaste bronaste
plocevine in sredinske precke s kavljastim zakljuckom
(t. 2: 6). Vse tri elemente sta povezovali zakovici,
a se nista ohranili. Pasno spono uvr§¢amo v sku-
pino kavljastih pasnih spon s sredinsko precko, ki
se na Dolenjskem pojavljajo v bronasti in Zelezni
izvedbi. Sneza Tecco Hvala je nakazala njihov pojav
v obdobju mlajse certoske in zgodnje negovske
stopnje na podlagi grobnih celot iz Dolenjskih
Toplic ter Novega mesta.*?

Pravokotna plosc¢a in sredinska precka sta lahko
izdelani iz enega kosa?® ali pa je precka pritrjena
na ploséo z zakovicami (sl. 9: 7; 10: 1).** Oblika
sredinske precke pasne spone s Kope je zelo po-
dobna izvedbi sredinske precke na pasni sponi iz
Podzemlja, kjer sta se ohranili tudi dve zakovici
z obro¢kom (sl. 10: 1).*> Treba je opozoriti, da so
med podzemeljskimi najdbami iz neohranjenih
grobnih celot tudi zvoncasti gumbi, podobni tistim
s Kope (sl. 10: 2; prim: t. 2: 12-16; 3: 1-4).46

Edinstvena je namestitev okradene bronaste
trakaste plo¢evine med sredinsko precko in pra-
vokotno plosco spone. Zdi se, da moramo nacin
izdelave pasne spone s Kope povezati z domiselnimi

40 Meritve z metodo XRF je opravila in rezultate
preliminarno komentirala Eva Menart (Oddelek za kon-
serviranje in restavriranje, NMS).

41 Stare 1955, t. 2: 8; 45: 2; Knez 1986, t. 43: 8; Dular
2003, 143, sl. 85: 12-13, 16.

42 Tecco Hvala 2012, 179-181.

43 Npr. Stare 1973, t. 9: 9.

4 Npr. Tecco Hvala et al. 2004, 51, t. 158: 2.

45 Dular 1978, 26, t. 16: 8.

46 Dular 1978, 26, t. 16: 9.
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rokodelskimi resitvami mladohalstatskega obdobja.
Te se kazejo tudi pri nekaterih drugih svojstveno izde-
lanih pasnih garniturah na Dolenjskem in v Zasavju,
npr. pri pasni sponi s Kovka nad Hrastnikom?®” in
garnituri iz groba 13/2 na Molniku.*8

Zelezni noZi z izbo¢enim (t. 3: 13-14) ali ravnim
hrbtom (¢. 3: 15) so pogost pridatek v grobovih
hal$tatskega casa. Nasli so jih tudi v omenjenih
mladohalstatskih grobovih s pasnimi garniturami
v Novem mestu® in na Molniku.>

Odlomek noza s kratkim in izbo¢enim rezilom
ima na meji med trakastim rocajem in rezilom
izrazito zajedo, ki je morda sluzila kot opora za
prst (¢. 3: 18). To nakazuje, da so predmet morda
uporabljali kot britev.

Zelezna tulasta sekira t. 3: 19 pripada klasi¢ni
bojevniski opremi mladohalstatskega obdobja v
dolenjski skupini. Takrat so tulaste sekire povsem
prevladovale nad preostalimi oblikami sekir in
so bile del oborozitve tako veljakov kot obicajnih
pesakov.®! Tulasta sekira je bila pridatek tudi v
grobovih s pasno garnituro v Novem mestu in
na Molniku.>?

Kamniti brusi z luknjo za obesanje, kot je pri-
merek s Kope (£. 3: 20), se pojavljajo v grobovih
starejse zelezne dobe na Dolenjskem, kjer veljajo
za del mogke oprave.>?

Med najdbami je tudi bronast odlomek predmeta
z zaklju¢kom v obliki zivalske glave, morda konja
ali ptica (t. 3: 12). Najdba spominja na nekatere
izvedbe zgodnjelatenskih figuralnih fibul z za-
kljucki nog ali lokov, oblikovanih v podobi ptic,
zveri in mask razli¢nih domisljijskih bitij. Podobe
so na fibulah pogosto postavljene antiteti¢no ali
pa krasijo le zaklju¢ke nog, izdelanih v znadcilni
zgodnjelatenski shemi, kjer je noga fibule obr-
njena nazaj proti njenemu loku in se ga pogosto
dotika oz. je z njim spojena.’* Ce je naga domneva
pravilna in je figuralni predmet s Kope povezan
z zgodnjelatenskim umetniskim izrazom, gre za
predmet, ki se je zgledoval po rokodelskih in
umetniskih predlogah z obmocij severno od Alp
ali bil od tam uvozen. To ne bi bilo presenecenje,
saj je v dolenjski skupini v ¢asu mladohalstatskega
negovskega horizonta izpricano posnemanje ali

47 Bozi¢ et al. 2020, 507-513, t. 4; 4: 1-12.

48 Tecco Hvala 2017, 38, 111, t. 9: 3-5.

4 Knez 1986, t. 13: 9-10; 34: 8; 35: 5, 42: 3

50 Tecco Hvala 2017, 38, t. 9: 13-14.

51 Tecco Hvala 2012, 114-116, 121-122, sl. 46: 3-14.
52 Knez 1986, t. 5: 1; 34: 7; Tecco Hvala 2017, 38, t. 9: 16.
53 Kriz et al. 2009, 289, kat. §t. 34: a, d—e.

54 Binding 1993, npr. t. 12: 10; 14: 6, 11 itd.

® A 9N @ Ah
& A G

Sl. 10: Podzemelj. Pasna spona s sredinskim kavljem in
zvondasti gumbi, bron. M. = 1:3.

Fig. 10: Podzemelj. Hooked belt plate and bell-shaped
mounts, bronze. Scale = 1:3.

(po / after Dular 1978, t. / P1. 26: 8-9)

uvazanje modnih ter vojaskih novosti iz srednje- in
zahodnoevropskega keltskega sveta.>

Med kerami¢nimi najdbami nam je uspelo re-
konstruirati skledi na nogi (t. 4: 1-2). Pri t. 4: 2
se noga ali dno nista ohranila, toda zaradi blazje
uslocenosti trupa, kot je sicer znacilen za obicajne
sklede,*® so najverjetneje tudi to odlomki sklede na
nogi. Glavna znacilnost obeh posod je okras ramena
v kombinaciji gubanja in navpi¢nih kanelur, kar ju
umes$ca med sklede na nogi tipa 2 po Dularju.’
Gubanje posod so v dolenjski halstatski skupini
razen pri izdelavi posod na nogi uporabljali pri
izdelavi kernosov, ciborijev, skodel in skled.>® Po
najdbah z gomilnih grobis¢ v Dolenjskih Toplicah
in Novem mestu je izdelava in uporaba nagubane
keramike predvsem znacilnost certoske in nego-
vske stopnje.”®

Trebusasta lonca z nekoliko napetimi rameni
in kratkim, lijakasto izvihanim ustjem (t. 4: 3, 4)
sodita v tip L 14b po tipologiji stiSke naselbinske
keramike, kot jo je predstavila Lucija Grahek.®® Za
take lonce je znacilno krasenje vratu oz. ramena z
vodoravnim zlebom, priloncih s Kope se pojavlja
tudi okras bradavic. V Sti¢ni se odlomki tovrstnih
loncev pojavljajo v plasteh vseh faz hal$tatskih
zidov, najve¢ pa jih je iz latenskih plasti.®!

55 Terzan 2015, 69-81.

56 Prim. Dular 1982, t. 24: 226-228.
57 Dular 1982, 73-74, t. 25: 236-243.
58 Dular 1982, 85, sl. 4c.

59 Bozi¢ 2018, 191-195, 203-205.

60 Grahek 2016, 118-120, sl. 39: L14b.
61 Grahek 2016, 118, 120, sl. 53, 55.
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SlI. 11: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Izbor predmetov domnevno iz enega ali ve¢ grobov. Najdbe leta 1819 (negovska celada),
2019 (pasna oprava, fibuli, zapestnica, odlomek z zaklju¢kom v obliki zivalske glave, Zelezni nozi, tulasta sekira, brus)

in 2021 (keramicen lonec, Zelezen noz).

Fig. 11: Kopa above Kompolje. Select goods presumably from one or more graves. Objects found in 1819 (Negova helmet),
2019 (belt set, two brooches, bracelet, fragment with an animal-head terminal, iron knives, socketed axe, whetstone)

and 2021 (ceramic jar, iron knife).
(po / after Zeleznikar et al. 2022, 19)

SKLEP

Arheoloske raziskave leta 2019 in 2021 na po-
bo¢ju Kope nad Kompoljami so pritrdile domnevi
o obstoju grobis$ca iz stareje Zelezne dobe.

Topografske okoli§¢ine in ¢loveske kosti, ki
so pripadale najmanj dvema odraslima osebama,
pric¢ajo o planem skeletnem nacdinu pokopa.

Cloveske kosti in ve¢ina drobnih najdb niso
bile odkrite v prvotni legi, temve¢ razmetane po

nasutjih, ki so bila odlozena med gradnjo kolovo-
za. Sklepamo, da so graditelji kolovoza naleteli na
grobove ter jih prekopali, pri ¢emer so vecje kosti
in verjetno del pridatkov odlozili na rob kolovoza,
ve¢ predmetov pa je ostalo v nasutju, s katerim je
bilo cesti$¢e izravnano. (sl. 4-5).

Od groba ali grobov se je nedotaknjeno ohranil
del grobne jame in njenega zasutja. V njej smo
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odkrili tulasto sekiro (t. 3: 19) in keramicen lonec,
na katerega je bil prislonjen Zelezen noz (sl 4, 7;
t. 3: 13; 4: 3).

Ni mogoce zanesljivo ugotoviti, ali preostale
najdbe izvirajo iz istega, morda dvojnega groba
ali iz ve¢ grobov. Dejstvo je, da so najdbe socasne,
njihovo ¢asovno tezisce je v mladohalstatskem
obdobju oz. v zadnji fazi stareje Zelezne dobe, tj.
v negovskem horizontu po kronologiji dolenjske
halstatske skupine. Med najdbami so predmeti
znacilni za Zensko in mosgko no$o. Glavnini najdb
najdemo primerjave v bogatem in pribl. 4 x 1,5 m
velikem dvojnem grobu IV/3 na Znancevih njivah v
Kandiji v Novem mestu (sl. 9), ki velja za znacilen
knezji grob negovskega casa.

Postavlja se vprasanje, ali je kraj odkritja ¢lo-
veskih kosti, “podobnih bronastih predmetov” ter
¢loveskega okostja z negovsko ¢elado (. 1) in sulico
leta 1819 (s 2) tudi kraj nasih odkeritij (sl. 11).5% Tej
domnevi v prid govori znacilen repertoar pridat-
kov v grobovih z negovskimi ¢eladami, predvsem
odli¢na primerjava za novoodkrite najdbe s Kope
v pridatkih groba IV/3 v Novem mestu.

Domnevamo torej, da so leta 1819 naleteli na
¢loveske kosti, negovsko c¢elado in druge najdbe
ob gradnji kolovoza prek poboc¢ja Kope in Rebri.
Kdaj natan¢no je bil kolovoz zgrajen, ne vemo, a
na karti franciscejskega katastra iz leta 1826 je ze

62 7eleznikar et al. 2022, 14-19.
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SI. 12: Arheoloska interpretacija lidarskega posnetka obmo¢ja arheoloskega najdis¢a Kope nad Kompoljami s kombinacijo
vizualizacij SVF in SIM. (Vir: ©GURS)
Fig. 12: Wider area of Kopa above Kompolje. Archaeological interpretation of the LIDAR -derived DEM combined with
SVF and SIM visualisations. (Source: ©GURS)

vrisan. Na tem zemljevidu je tudi razvidno, da je
kolovoz vodil iz vasi Koreno do osamljene kmetije
s hisno $tevilko 22.

Kaze, da so najditelji del najdb (“lepse predmete”)
raznesli (nekaj jih je pozneje pridobil Auerperger
in jih poslal v muzej, negovsko ¢elado so uporabili
za okrasitev vaskega vodnjaka v Lukovici), drobne,
“manj zanimive” predmete pa pustili na najdiscu.
Nekateri predmeti so oblezali v skupkih (vkop z
detektorskimi najdbami), drugi so ostali raztreseni
v nasutjih kolovoza (sl. 4). Z ve¢jo pozornostjo
so po odkritju zlozili le nekatere bolje ohranjene
dolge kosti (sl. 5). Tako je najdisce pocakalo do
ponovnega odkritja leta 2019.

Grobisce na Kopi je povezano s so¢asnim utrje-
nim naseljem na Rebri. Slemenska pobo¢ja Rebri
in Kope z vseh strani strmo padajo v dolino, zato
je za poselitev le malo primernega prostora. Naselje
je bilo na severni strani dobro naravno zavarovano
s strmino, na zahodni in juzni strani ga je obda-
jalo obzidje. Znotraj gradisca je 180 x 45 m velik
prostor z eno ve¢jo in ve¢ manj$imi terasami (sl.
12). Naselje je z najdbami, izkopanimi leta 1879,
datirano v starej$o Zelezno dobo oz. njen mlajsi
del.%® Tej dataciji ne nasprotujejo posami¢ne najdbe
iz zbirke NMS, ki so brez natan¢nejsih najdis¢nih
podatkov in naj bi izvirale iz naselja. Med njimi je
bronast odlomek rezila, najverjetneje uhate sekire

63 Gabrovec 1965, t. 11: 7-10.
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(sl. 13: 3),%* zelezno suli¢no kopito (s 13: 1) in
bronast gumb z okroglo vdolbinico na sredini
kapice (sl. 13: 2).9

Najdisc¢i Kopa in Reber kazeta podobnosti z
najdis$¢em Kovk nad Hrastnikom, kjer je prav tako
manjse gradi§¢e povezano z bogatimi mladohalstat-
skimi grobnimi najdbami - razko$na pasna oprava
in negovska ¢elada.%® Po drugi strani je bil vojs¢ak
z negovsko ¢elado pokopan tudi v Nevljah pri
Kamniku.®” Verjetno se v teh najdi$¢ih in najdbah
zrcali izrazit vpliv dolenjske halstatske kulturne
skupine ne le v Zasavje in Posavsko hribovije, ki
je njen sestavni del, ampak tudi proti Gorenjski.
Morda lahko na Kopi in v Kamniku slutimo utr-
jevanje severne meje dolenjske halstatske skupine
ali organizirano obrambo poti do metalurskega
sredi§¢a na Vacah.

64 Prim. Pavlin, Turk 2014, 55, t. 3: 10-19.

65 Prim. Tecco Hvala 2017, 38, t. 9: 4.

6 Bozi¢ et al. 2020.

67 Gabrovec 1965, 102, 111, t. 9; Zeleznikar et al. 2022,
7-13; 33-34.

SI. 13: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Posami¢ne najdbe domnevno
z obmodja naselja. 1 zelezo, 2-3 bron. M. = 1:2.

Fig. 13: Kopa above Kompolje. Stray finds presumably
from the settlement area. 1 iron, 2-3 bronze. Scale = 1:2.

KATALOG PREDMETOV

Najdbe hrani Narodni muzej Slovenije.
Okrajsave:

deb. - debelina

det. najdba - detektorska najdba

dol. - dolzina

Tabla 1

1. Negovska ¢elada slovenske vrste razli¢ice Vace po Eggu
s punciranim okrasom dvojnih koncentri¢nih kroZcev,
palmet in po$evnih linij s po tremi pikami tik nad
vglobljenim delom kalote. Zunanji rob krajcev je zapo-
gnjen navznoter in drzi nosilec podloge iz plocevine,
ki je okrasena s punciranimi dvojnimi kroZci. Nosilec
podloge ima luknjice za namestitev podloge iz organske
snovi in odlomka cevaste zanke za podbradni jermen.
Luknji skozi krajce in nosilec podloge sta nastali v 19.
st., ko je bila ¢elada pribita na doprsni kip vodnjaka v
Lukovici. Bron. Deb. plo¢evine 1,5-2 mm, vi$. 21,1 cm,
pr. na krajcih 27,2 x 25,4 cm. Lit.: Gabrovec 1965, 101,
t. 10; Egg 1986, 220, kat. §t. 300, t. 215, 216a; Laharnar,
Turk 2017, 134, sl. 153; Laharnar, Turk 2018, 134, sl.
153; Zeleznikar et al. 2022, 14-19, 30.

Tabla 2

1-2. Poskodovani vzhodnoalpski zivalski fibuli. Bron. 1:
Dol. 7,2 cm. Inv. §t. P 30050 (det. najdba). 2: Dol. 5,8
cm, inv. §t. P 30051 (det. najdba).

3. Odl. samostrelne peresovine fibule. Najverjetneje del
fibule P 30050 ali P 30051. Bron. Dol. 1,7 cm. Det.
najdba. Inv. §t. P 30052 (det. najdba).

inv. §t. — inventarna S$tevilka
izk. - izkopavanja

lit: - literatura

odl. - odlomek

ohr. dol. - ohranjena dolzina
pr. — premer.

rek. pr. - rekonstruiran premer
vi$. - viSina

4-5. Votli zapestnici, okraseni s snopi precnih vrezov,
cikcak vrezi in punciranimi kroZci s piko. Bron. 4: Pr.
10 cm. Fragmentirana. Inv. §t. P 30023-26 (izk. 2019),
P 30054 (det. najdba). 5: Pr. 9,4 cm. Inv. §t. P 30071
(det. najdba).

6. Pasna spona sestavljena iz plos¢ice z dvema luknjicama,
profiliranega pali¢astega kavlja z dvema luknjicama in
bronaste plocevine, okrasene s punciranimi ¢rticami
ob daljsih robovih. Bron. Dol. plos¢ice in okrasene
plocevine 6,8 cm, dol. kavlja 8,8 cm. Inv. §t. P 30056,
30057 (det. najdbi).

7. Bronast okov spet z zakovico. Okra$en s punciranimi
¢rticami ob daljsih robovih in iztol¢enima bunkicama
ob zakovici. Bron (gumb zakovice z veliko kositra). Dol.
7,9 cm. Inv. §t. P 30056 (det. najdba).

8. Bronast okov z luknjicama in okra$en s punciranim
okrasom ob dalj$ih robovih. Dol. 4,2 cm. Inv. §t. P
30056 (det. najdba).

9.-11. Profilirani gumbi z zanko in obro¢kom. Gumbi in
obrocki okraseni z vrezanim tremolo okrasom in punci-
ranimi pikami. Bron. Gumbi pr. 1,7-2,0 cm, obrocki pr.
2,2-2,4 cm. Inv. §t. P 30058, P 30060-61 (det. najdbe).

12. Gumb z zvoncasto kapico, zanko in obro¢kom. Kapica
okrasena z vrezi. Zanka pritrjena na kapico z dolgo
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zakovico s profiliranim zaklju¢kom motkaste oblike.
Na zanki visi profiliran obrocek, okrasen s tremolo
vrezom in punciranimi pikami. Kapica gumba pr. 2,2
cm, obrocek pr. 2,4 cm. Inv. §t. P 30062 (det. najdba).

13-16. Gumbi z zvoncasto kapico, zanko in obro¢kom.
Zanka pritrjena na kapico z dolgo zakovico z zaklju¢-
kom svitkaste oblike in okroglo poglobitvijo. Na zanki
visi profiliran obrocek, okrasen s tremolo vrezom in
punciranimi pikami. Bron, zakljuc¢ki zakovic bronasta
zlitina z veliko kositra ali pokositreni. Pr. gumbov
1,9 c¢m, pr. obrockov 2,4 cm. Inv. §t. P 30063-30066
(det. najdbe).

Tabla 3

1-4. Gumbi z zvondasto kapico, zanko in obroc¢kom.
Zanka pritrjena na kapico z dolgo zakovico z zaklju¢-
kom svitkaste oblike in okroglo poglobitvijo. Na zanki
visi profiliran obrocek, okrasen s tremolo vrezom in
punciranimi pikami. Bron, zakljuc¢ki zakovic bronasta
zlitina z veliko kositra ali pokositreni. Pr. gumbov
1,9 c¢m, pr. obrockov 2,4 cm. Inv. §t. P 30067-30070
(det. najdbe).

5. Zanka, najverjetneje del gumba z zvoncasto kapico. Bron.
Dol. 3,0 cm. Inv. §t. P 30029 (izk. 2019).

6. Gumbi s polno kapico in zanko. Bron. Pr. 1,6-1,8 cm.
Inv. §t. P 30031-30042 (izk. 2019), P 30048 (det. najdba).

7. Sestindvajset (narisanih in na tabli predstavljenih enajst)
gumbkov z zanko. Bronasta zlitina z veliko kositra
ali pokositreni. Povprec¢ni pr. 0,8 cm. Inv. §t. P 30028
(izk. 2019).

8. Dvojna jagoda. Bronasta zlitina z veliko kositra. Dol.
1,1 cm. Inv. §t. P 30027 (izk. 2019).

9. Drobna jagoda in odl. plo¢evine. Pr. 0,5 cm. Inv. §t. P
30073 (izk. 2019).

10. Odl. plo¢evine z zakovico. Bron. Dol. 1,9 cm. Inv. §t.
P 30386 (izk. 2021).

11. OdL ploc¢evine. Bron. Dol. 2,1 cm. Inv. §t. 30053 (det.
najdba).

12. Odl. predmeta z zaklju¢kom v obliki Zivalske glave.
Bron. Dol. 4,5 cm. Inv. §t. P 30055 (det. najdba).

13-15. Nozi. Zelezo. 13: Dol. 12,1 cm. Inv. §t. P 30388
(izk. 2021). 14: Ohr. dol. 8,7 cm. Inv. §t. P 30044 (izk.
2019). 15: Ohr. dol. 7,7 cm. Inv. §t. P 30045 (izk. 2019).

16. Odl. plo¢evine z zakovico (odl. ro¢aj noza?). Zelezo
(plocevina), bron (zakovica). Inv. §t. P 30387 (izk. 2021).

17. Odl. noza. Ohr. dol. 4,7 in 2,6 cm. Inv. §t. P 30389./ V
lonc¢ku inv. §t. P 30381 (izk. 2021).

18. Britev (?). Zelezo. Ohr. dol. 6,4 cm. Inv. §t. P 30047
(det. najdba).

19. Tulasta sekira z u$escem. Zelezo. Dol. 13,8 cm. Inv. §t.
P 30043 (izk. 2019).

20. Brus z luknjico za obes$anje. Kamen. Dol. 10,2 cm. Inv.
§t. P 30046 (izk. 2019).

Tabla 4

. Skleda z nogo z dvema rebroma na vratu, nagubanim
ostenjem s pokon¢nimi kanelurami in visoko nogo.
Keramika. Na zunanji in notranji strani temno sivorjava,
sredina temno siva, gladka in drobnozrnata. Fragmen-
tirana. Deb. 0,9 cm, rek. pr. ustja 24 cm, rek. pr. noge
13 cm. Inv. §t. P 30383 (izk. 2021).

2. Skleda z nogo z rebrom na vratu in nagubanim ostenjem
s pokon¢nimi kanelurami. Keramika. Na zunanji strani
sivorjava, na notranji svetlo rjava, sredina temno siva,
gladka in drobnozrnata. Fragmentirana. Deb. 0,8 cm,
rek. pr. ustja 27,9 cm. Inv. §t. P 30384 (izk. 2021).

3. Londek z rebrom na vratu in tremi bradavicami na ra-
menu. Keramika. Na zunanji in notranji strani temno
sivorjava, sredina temno siva, hrapava in drobnozrnata.
Deb. 0,9 cm, pr. ustja 13,8 cm, pr. dna 9 cm. Inv. §t. P
30381 (izk. 2021).

4. Lonc¢ek z rebrom na vratu in $tirimi bradavicami na
ramenu. Keramika. Na zunanji in notranji strani temno
sivorjava, sredina temno siva, gladka in drobnozrnata.
Fragmentiran. Deb. 0,7 cm, rek. pr. ustja 11,7 cm, rek.
pr. dna 7,8 cm. Inv. §t. P 30382 (izk. 2021).

5. Odl. rocaja, verjetno skodelice. Keramika. Na zunanji
in notranji strani temno siva, sredina siva, gladka in
drobnozrnata. Dol. 4,1 cm, $ir. 3 cm, deb. 1,3 cm. Inv.
§t. P 30385 (izk. 2021).

—

Slika 13
. Suli¢no kopito. Zelezo. Dol. 11 cm. Inv. §t. P 30074.
. Gumb z okroglo vdolbino na kapici, zanka poskodovana.
Bron. Pr. 1,8 cm. Inv. §t. P 30076.
3. Odl. ploscatega ingota ali rezila sekire. Bron. Dol. 2,7
cm. Inv. §t. P 30075.

N =
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Kopa above Kompolje near Lukovica:
hillfort and cemetery from the Early Iron Age

Translation

The archaeological site! extends across the ridge
of Reber and the southern slopes of the Kopa peak
above the Kompolje village, in the western part of
the valley of the River Radomlja or Crni graben
that lies on the north-western fringes of the hills
of Posavsko hribovje. At Lukovica, the valley of
the Crni graben gradually widens and continues
westwards to the plain of Kamnisko-Domzalsko
polje (Fig. 1).

Stane Gabrovec published an article on the
prehistory of the Kamnik area in 1965, in which
he also discussed sites from the Hallstatt period in
the area of Lukovica pri Domzalah and mentioned
Kopa and a bronze Negova helmet (Pl 1) found
there in the early 19" century.?

In 2019 metal detectorists unearthed objects from
the Early Iron Age on the slopes of Kopa and Reber.
The discovery was followed by an intensive field
survey and archaeological excavation conducted by
a team of the Centre for Preventive Archaeology
at the Institute for Protection of Cultural Heritage
of Slovenia (hereinafter ZVKDS).?> A team of the
National Museum of Slovenia conducted further
excavations two years later.*

The diagnostic finds, as well as the data on the
findspot and its wider topography support the hypoth-
esis of a fortified prehistoric settlement on Reber and
an Early Iron Age cemetery on Kopa’s southern slope.

HISTORY OF RESEARCH
AND TOPOGRAPHY

The reports on the archaeological finds at Kopa
and Reber give different names for the sites and
place archaeological discoveries at different loca-
tions (Kopa, Reber, Kompoljski hrib, Gusin gri¢).
The text below therefore begins with a more precise
description of the topography, the results of the

! Register of Immovable Cultural Heritage of Slovenia:
ESD 12773.

2 Gabrovec 1965, 101, Pl. 10.

3 Unpublished report in Fabec et al. 2019.

4 Unpublished report in Zupan, Laharnar 2022.

> ANSI, 192; Bozi¢ in the report in Fabec et al. 2019,
12-13, 16; Dular 2021, 23-26.

field surveys and of the study of the local place
names on maps (Fig. 1). Kopaisa 579 m high peak
of a ridge located northwest of the village of Kom-
polje. The ridge is named Reber and is delimited
by the valleys of the Zlatopolj$¢ica stream and
the Radomlja river, and continues west of Kopa
at slightly lower altitudes (highest point at 562 m
asl). It holds the remains of a fortified prehistoric
settlement - hillfort. Southwest of Kopa is a 554
m high hill named Kompoljski hrib or Kompolski
hrib, marked and protected as the location of a
castle from the 13t to the 15™ century,® though
without visible archaeological remains. Reports
mention Gusin gri¢, on the fringes of Kompoljski
hrib east of Trnjava, as the site where farmer Matija
Jere found an inhumation burial with bronze goods
during farming work in 1879.” Two Armbrustfibeln
and two hollow bracelets were then brought to the
Krainisches Landesmuseum in Ljubljana, which
Stane Gabrovec published.®

In 1879, Karl Deschmann was convinced that
the bronze helmet (PIl. 1), which adorned the
roughly carved bust of a man above the spout
of Cerar’s fountain in Lukovica for a number of
years, was found some fifty years previously in the
prehistoric settlement.” On his request, cottager
Korosec, also known as Spehar from Kompolje,
excavated at different spots inside the settlement
in July 1879 and came across bones and a system
of walls.!® Again on Deschmann’s request and in
the same year, Ferdinand Schulz excavated in the

6 Register of Immovable Cultural Heritage of Slovenia:
ESD 12772.

7 Dular 2021, 23.

8 Gabrovec 1965, 101, PL. 11: 4-6.

9 Deschmann 1879; Deschmann in von Hochstetter
1879, 552. It is not certain when the helmet was brought
to the Provincial Museum of Carniola (now the National
Museum of Slovenia), but it already formed part of the
museum collection in 1879.

10 The information on the 19" century discoveries on
Kopa and Reber above Kompolje are taken from the chapter
describing the circumstances of the Iron Age discoveries
(titled Okolisc¢ine odkritij Zeleznodobnih najdb z obmocja
Kope in Rebri nad Kompoljami) that Dragan Bozi¢ wrote
for the report in Fabec et al. 2019. His findings are also
summarised by Dular (2021, 24-26).



Kopa above Kompolje near Lukovica: hillfort and cemetery from the Early Iron Age 521

settlement on 4 and 5 September, when Deschmann
brought the British archaeologist John Evans with
his family to visit the site on the second day. Schulz
and his workers also excavated at several spots. At
a depth of 2 to 3 m, they found a drystone ram-
part, charcoal, sherds of coarse pottery, bones of
domestic animals, a bronze trilobate arrowhead
and a Certosa brooch. Deschmann wrote that the
rampart was built of quartzite blocks that required
great effort to be transported to the hilltop from a
hollow north of Kopa.!! Gabrovec published these
finds as well, in the journal of Kamnigki zbornik.!?

In his Fiihrer durch das Krainische Landes-Museum
Rudolfinum in Laibach, published a decade after
the excavations on Kopa, Deschmann described
different circumstances of the helmet find and
noted it was believed to have been unearthed in
a grave on top of the Kopa hill above Trnjava.!?
Deschmann may have come across this informa-
tion in the letter that Janez Nepomuk Auerperger,
Strassenassistent from Podpec, sent to the museum
on 30 June 1823 together with several bronze
objects (Fig. 2). Auerperger wrote that farmers
began digging on Reber, a high hill near Kompolje
between Kra$nja and Podpec, in 1819 because
they ‘saw light there on several occasions. They
unearthed scattered human bones and a complete
human skeleton. The latter had a bronze helmet on
the skull and a spear next to it. They also found
several bronze objects of a similar shape, some of
which Auerperger managed to obtain and sent to
the museum.!* Auerperger’s consignment is only
mentioned in 1832 in the list of museum acquisi-
tions for 1823, which Franz Joseph Hannibal von
Hohenwart compiled for publication in Illyrisches
Blatt. Hohenwart briefly noted that they were
component parts of an ancient cuirass excavated
near Kra$nja.!® Today, it is no longer possible to
identify these items, if at all preserved, among the
objects held in the museum collection.

In July 2019, two individuals using a metal
detector found bronze and iron objects on the
cartway leading along the southern slope of Kopa
and Reber. Some objects were scattered in the
length of some 60 m along the cartway (Pl 2:
1-3, 4;'¢ 3: 11), while the bulk of the finds was

I Deschmann in von Hochstetter 1879, 552; Dular 2021, 24.
12 Gabrovec 1965, PL. 11: 7-10.

13 Deschmann 1888, 85.

14 Dular 2021, 26.

15 Hohenwart 1832, 24, No. 270.

16 Fragment with Inv. No. P 30054.

unearthed together in a small hole (Pl. 2: 5-16; 3:
1-4, 6,7 12, 14-15, 18). They brought the items
to the National Museum of Slovenia, where we
established they were archaeological finds from
the Early Iron Age. We notified the competent
conservator, Judita Lux (ZVKDS, Kranj Regional
Office). In September 2019, the Centre for Pre-
ventive Archaeology performed archaeological
investigations in the area of the Iron Age finds.'®
A team from the National Museum of Slovenia
conducted further investigations in June 2021.%°

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS
IN 2019 AND 2021

The aim of the 2019 investigations on the southern
slope of Kopa was to establish the circumstances
of the metal-detector finds and the stratigraphy
of the findspot. The investigations took the form
of an intensive field survey of a 1600 m? large
area, the excavation of 40 x 40 x 40 cm large test
pits, a metal-detector survey in a 10 x 10 m large
grid and the excavation of two contiguous trial
trenches measuring 1.5 x 1 m (TS 1) and 1 x 5
m (TS 2). TS 1 was excavated in the spot of the
greatest concentration of metal-detector finds and
TS 2 perpendicularly across the cartway (Fig. 3).
The intensive field survey and the metal-detector
survey did not yield positive results.

The trial trenches were dug on the cartway
(lot No. 757/9, Koreno cadastral municipality).
The discovery of long bones that reached beyond
the trenches led us to extend TS 1 and join both
trenches (TS 1 and TS 2). The excavated surface
thus measured approximately 8 m? (Fig. 4).

The area of the trial trenches was greatly disturbed
by the cartway. For the purpose of its construc-
tion, a roughly 3.5 m wide terrace was cut into
the steep slope. The cut was 50-80 cm high in the
north (Fig. 3: Section 1) and only 10-20 cm in the
south. The dolomite bedrock was levelled with a
post-medieval layer of rubble and sand, which was
thicker in the southern half or rut and thinned out
towards the north edge of the cartway.

In the fill of the south rut, we found the back-
filled hole that the metal detectorists made to
excavate most of the finds (PL. 2: 5-16; 3: 1-4, 6,%°

17 Button with Inv. No. P 30048.
18 Fabec et al. 2019.

19 Zupan, Laharnar 2022.

20 Button with Inv. No. P 30048.
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12, 14-15, 18) and unearthed several additional
metal objects (PI. 2: 421 3: 5, 622, 7-9) lying scat-
tered across the fill of the rut, but also a whetstone
(Pl. 3:20), pottery sherds and the bones of at least
two human skeletons (Fig. 4).2®

The bones were predominantly highly fragmented,
with most pieces measuring up to 5 cm and some
better-preserved long bones. The smaller bone frag-
ments were found scattered in the post-medieval
deposit and some better-preserved bones together
at the south edge of the cartway. The latter were
not found in anatomical position; they included
two femora placed one next to the other, but of
opposite orientation (Fig. 5). The larger bones at
the edge of the cartway therefore appear to have
been carefully placed there subsequently, possibly
during cartway construction.

Beyond the cartway in the southern part of Trench
TS 2, we unearthed a layer of dark reddish-brown
sandy-silty layer with pieces of dolomite and very
sparse bits of charcoal at a depth of roughly 40
cm (SE 008). This layer was the fill of a cut into
the dolomite regolith. It revealed an iron socketed
axe found at a depth of 60 cm (Fig. 6; Pl. 3: 19).

Positing that the layer with the socketed axe
may be the intact remains of a grave pit fill, we
continued excavations in 2021 and explored ap-
proximately 6 m? south of the 2019 trenches (Fig.
4).24 We again came across post-medieval deposits
with pottery sherds (Pl 4: 1-2, 4-5), human bone
fragments and two metal objects (Pl 3: 10,16).

After removing the post-medieval deposits, we
came across the layer (SE 008) that revealed the
axe in 2019 at a depth of 50 cm (cf. Fig. 6; Pl 3:
19). This layer filled a roughly 20 cm deep cut (SE
1006) into the dolomite bedrock. By excavating
its fill (SE 1005), we were able to fairly clearly
delimit the cut in the east and south (Fig. 4). We
could not identify the edge of the cut in the west,
as the post-medieval deposits reached down to
the bedrock. Found on the bottom of the fill was

21 Fragments with Inv. Nos. P 30023-26.

22 Buttons with Inv. Nos. P 30031-30042.

23 The anthropological analysis of the highly fragmented
osteodontological finds by Fabio Cavalli (see the report in
Fabec et al. 2019, 32-33, Appendix 5) revealed they belonged
to at least two adult individuals, with the predominant share
of the bone finds (two femora, fragment of the right ulna
and pieces of the pelvis) most likely belonging to a man.
The bones showed no pathological alterations and the only
recovered tooth — lower incisor- showed occlusal wear most
likely indicative of using teeth in the work process.

24 Unpublished report in Zupan, Laharnar 2022.

a ceramic jar and an iron knife leaned against it
(Fig. 4, 7; Pl. 3: 13; 4: 3). The jar contained two
fragments of another iron knife (P 3: 17).2° Cut
SE 1006 and Fill SE 1005 were parts of a grave
pit and its backfill. The ceramic jar, knives and
axe were the grave goods unearthed in original
position (Pl 3: 13,17,19; 4: 3), while the rest of
the grave was disturbed with the construction of
the cartway.

The human bone remains from the post-medieval
fill were sampled for a radiocarbon analysis.?® The
results revealed they most likely dated between the
early 4™ and the late 3" century BC (Fig. 8: Kopa
21_Samples 1 and 2). The radiocarbon analysis of
the human bone sample taken from the layer of
the cartway investigated in 2019 revealed a later
date, i.e. from the mid-1°*' century BC to the I*
century AD (Fig. 8: KORENO-01).”’

TYPOLOGICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL
ANALYSIS OF THE FINDS

The metal detectorists found the bulk of the
artefacts together (PI. 2: 1-3, 5-16; 3: 1-4, 11-12,
14-15, 18), some also in the post-medieval deposits
associated with the construction of the cartway
(Pl 2: 4; 3: 5-9, 20; 4: 1-2, 4-5). The ceramic jar,
axe and two knives (PIl. 3: 13,17,19; 4: 3) were
later unearthed in situ and are considered part of
a single grave group.

The finds include two bronze brooches (PI. 2:
1-2) that belong to examples with a stylised ani-
mal head turned towards the bow (both examples
from Kopa are missing the head) or the ostalpine
Tierkopffibeln, dated to the second quarter of the
5% and the 4" century BC. The brooches from
Kopa are of a variant with a decorated bow, which
in Dolenjska remained in use in the Negova phase.
This continuous use is inferred from two brooches
found in a rich burial of a man and woman in

25 The earthen fill of the jar was removed in the
workshops of the National Museum of Slovenia prior to
the conservation and restoration process. Gorazd Lemaji¢
(Department of Conservation and Restoration, NMS)
performed the laboratory excavation of the jar fill, as
well as the restoration and conservation of the jar. Matjaz
Bizjak and Anita Virag (Department of Conservation and
Restoration, NMS) conserved the metal objects.

26 The samples were dated in the Poznan Radiocarbon
Laboratory in Poland.

27 The sample was dated in the Beta Analytic Radio-
carbon Dating Laboratory in Miami, Florida, USA.
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Grave IV/3 of the tumulus cemetery at Znanceve
njive in the Kandija area of Novo mesto (Fig. 9:
1-2),%8 which held goods typical of the Negova
phase according to the relative chronology of the
Dolenjska Hallstatt cultural group.?® Gabrovec
identified this brooch type as the last creations
of the Hallstatt culture.*

Significantly, most other finds from Kopa also
have closest parallels in the double burial (IV/3)
from Novo mesto (Fig. 9). These include the hollow
bronze bracelets decorated with stripes of transverse
incisions separated with double zigzag lines and
ring-and-dots (PL 2: 4-5; cf. Fig. 9: 3-6),3! which
are Variant V6 after Tecco Hvala. At the Late
Hallstatt sites in Dolenjska, they occur in double
and single burials.*?

The objects from Kopa include four bronze
mounts with a low moulded disc (PL. 2: 9-11),33
as well as nine bronze mounts with a bell-shaped
disc and loop (PI. 2: 12-16; 3: 1-4). Both variants
have rings with identical punched decoration. Very
similar mounts were also found in Novo mesto,
more precisely in the above-mentioned Grave IV/3
(Fig. 9:9), the variant with a bell-shaped disc also
in the double Grave II/2 from the Late Negova
phase.?* Parallels show such mounts to be parts of
belts. The position of these mounts in Grave IV/3,
where they were found next to a pair of crossed belt
plates, suggests that a complete set was composed
of a belt and a baldric (Fig. 9: top left).*

The remains of the belt from Kopa further in-
cluded a belt plate (PI. 2: 6), presumably buttons
with a solid head and loop (Pl 3: 6) and small
sheet-metal looped buttons (PL 3: 7). In addition
to parallels from Grave IV/3, evidence of Late
Hallstatt belts decorated with such buttons and
pendants of different shapes comes from Grave
1/20, also from Novo mesto.*¢

The small looped buttons from Kopa (Pl 3: 7)
are similar to those from Grave IV/3 in Novo mesto

28 Knez 1986, 89, PL. 36: 3; 75: IV/3.

29 Terzan 1976, 392, 442; Gabrovec 1987, 70-72; Dular
2003, 143-144, Fig. 86-88; Tecco Hvala 2012, 263-265.

30 Gabrovec 1966, 30-31, Map 2.

31 Cf. Knez 1986, PI. 36: 8-9.

32 Tecco Hvala 2012, 312-321, Fig. 116: 6.

33 One of the mounts is attached to an ingrown plant
root and could not be conserved and restored, hence it is
also not listed in the catalogue and not drawn.

34 Knez 1986, P1. 13: 15; Dular 2003, 144, Fig. 90: 19.

35 Knez 1986, PL. 35: la; 61.

36 Knez 1986, Pl. 4: 1-1a.

(Fig. 9: 10).% Parallels for the larger ones (Pl 3:
6) are rare, the closest being one example from a
presumably Late La Téne grave from Magdalenska
gora®® and two stray finds from the hillfort on
Ajdovicina above Zaborst pri Dolu.?® The examples
from Ajdovscina are also dated to the Late Iron
Age; the finds from Kopa, however, show that such
buttons were already in use in the Early Iron Age.

Probably also associated with a belt are the
two mounts of folded sheet metal (Pl 2: 7-8).
The mount on Pl 2: 7 indicates the thickness of
the organic belt strap (6-7 mm), to which the
mount was fixed with a bronze rivet. The head of
the rivet is of the same shape as the discs of the
bell-shaped mounts with a loop (Pl 2: 13-16; 3:
1-4), which also share a similar silvery surface.
The preliminary measurements of the elemental
composition of the said discs and of the mount on
Pl. 2: 7 indicate very high tin content in the bronze
alloy, suggesting the discs were tinned. The same
is true of the small looped buttons (PL 3: 7).4°
As for the mounts of folded sheet metal, similar
examples are known from sites in Dolenjska and
Zasavje, but they have differently-shaped rivets.*!

The belt plate has three parts: a rectangular
bronze plate, a strip of sheet bronze with decorated
borders and a central bar with a hooked terminal
(Pl 2: 6). The three parts were fixed together with
a pair of rivets, now missing. The belt plate belongs
to the group of hooked belt plates with a central
bar, which in Dolenjska occur in bronze and iron
versions. Sneza Tecco Hvala used the grave groups
from Dolenjske Toplice and Novo mesto to show
that such items were worn in the Late Certosa and
Early Negova phases.*?

The rectangular plate and the central bar could
be made either of a single piece*> or with the bar
riveted to the plate (Fig. 9: 7; 10: 1).** In form, the
central bar from Kopa is very similar to that on a
belt plate from Podzemelj, which survived with two

37 Knez 1986, PI. 35: 12.

3 Hencken 1978, 80, Fig. 362: c.

39 Pavlin, Dular 2007, 73, 85, 94, PL. 6: 14, 18.

40 The objects were subjected to an XRF analysis
performed by Eva Menart (Department of Conservation
and Restoration, NMS), who also provided a preliminary
commentary.

41 Stare 1955, P1. 2: 8; 45: 2; Knez 1986, Pl. 43: 8; Dular
2003, 143, Fig. 85: 12-13, 16.

42 Tecco Hvala 2012, 179-181.

43 E.g. Stare 1973, PL. 9: 9.

4 E.g. Tecco Hvala et al. 2004, 51, PL. 158: 2.
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rivets with rings (Fig. 10: 1). In connection with
this parallel, we should note that grave finds from
Podzemelj include bell-shaped mounts (Fig. 10: 2; cf.
Pl 2: 12-16; 3: 1-4) similar to those from Kopa.*¢

What is unique on the example from Kopa is the
decorated strip of sheet bronze inserted between the
central bar and the rectangular plate. This addition
may be viewed as an imaginative solution of the
artisans from the Late Hallstatt period, examples of
which have already been observed on several other
unique belt pieces from Dolenjska and Zasavje, for
example the belt plate from Kovk above Hrastnik?’
and the belt set from Grave 13/2 at Molnik.*8

Iron knives with a curved (Pl 3: 13-14) or
straight back (PI. 3: 15) are common goods in the
graves of the Hallstatt period. They were also pres-
ent in the above-mentioned Late Hallstatt graves
with belt sets from Novo mesto*® and Molnik.>°

The fragment of a knife with a short and curved
blade has a pronounced notch between the flat tang
and the blade that may have served as a finger-rest
(Pl 3: 18), indicating the object would have been
used as a razor.

Iron socketed axes such as that on PIL 3: 19
formed part of the typical warrior’s outfit in
Dolenjska of the Late Hallstatt period. At that
time, socketed axes were the predominant axe
form wielded by both dignitaries and ordinary
infantrymen.®! A socketed axe was also among
the goods in the above-mentioned graves at Novo
mesto and Molnik.>?

Whetstones with a suspension hole such as
the example from Kopa (Pl 3: 20) occur in the
Early Iron Age graves in Dolenjska, where they
are considered to be male attributes.>

The finds from Kopa further include a bronze
fragment of an object with the terminal in the
shape of an animal head, possibly of a horse or
bird (PIL 3: 12). The fragment is similar to some
versions of Early La Téne figural brooches with
foot or bow terminals in the shape of birds, beasts
and masks of different fantastical creatures. These
figures often occur on brooches in heraldic pairs
or only decorate foot terminals of a characteris-

45 Dular 1978, 26, PL 16: 8.

46 Dular 1978, 26, PL. 16: 9.

47 Bozi¢ et al. 2020, 507-513, Pl. 4; 4: 1-12.

48 Tecco Hvala 2017, 38, 111, PL. 9: 3-5.

49 Knez 1986, PL. 13: 9-10; 34: 8; 35: 5, 42: 3.

50 Tecco Hvala 2017, 38, PL. 9: 13-14.

5! Tecco Hvala 2012, 114-116, 121-122, Fig. 46: 3-14.
52 Knez 1986, Pl. 5: 1; 34: 7; Tecco Hvala 2017, 38, P1. 9: 16.
53 Kriz et al. 2009, 289, Cat. No. 34: a, d-e.

tic Early La Tene construction where the foot is
turned back towards the bow, often touching it
or joined to it.** If this assumption is correct and
the figural fragment from Kopa is related to the
Early La Tene artistic expression, we are dealing
with an object either emulating the artisanal and
artistic models from areas north of the Alps or was
actually imported from those areas. This would
not be a surprise, as such imitation or import of
innovations in fashion and armament from the
Celtic world of central and western Europe has
already been established for the Dolenjska group.>®

Among the pottery remains from Kopa, we were
able to reconstruct two pedestal dishes (PL 4: 1-2).
The one on Pl 4: 2 survives without the base and
pedestal, but the shape of the body that is less
curved than characteristic of simple dishes®® sug-
gests this vessel also originally had a pedestal. The
most prominent feature of both dishes is the shoul-
der decoration combining embossing and vertical
grooving, which identifies them as pedestal dishes
of Type 2 after Dular.>” In the Dolenjska Hallstatt
group, embossing on pottery was used not only on
pedestal dishes, but also kernoi, pedestal bowls,
bowls and dishes.’® The finds from the tumulus
cemeteries at Dolenjske Toplice and Novo mesto
suggest that embossed pottery was mainly made
and used in the Certosa and Negova phases.*

The ellipsoid jars with a gently curved shoulder
and a short, funnel-shaped rim (PI. 4: 3, 4) belong to
Type L 14b of the pottery from the Sti¢na settlement
as published by Lucija Grahek.®° Such jars typically
bear a horizontal groove on the neck or shoulder,
the jars from Kopa also have knobs. Fragments of
these jars in Sti¢na occur in the layers associated
with all phases of Early Iron Age walls, but they are
most numerous in the La Téne layers.®!

CONCLUSION

The archaeological investigations conducted
in 2019 and 2021 on the slope of Kopa above
Kompolje confirmed the posited existence of a
cemetery from the Early Iron Age.

54 Binding 1993, e.g. P1. 12: 10; 14: 6, 11 and others.
55 Terzan 2015, 69-81.

56 Cf. Dular 1982, Pl. 24: 226-228.

57 Dular 1982, 73-74, PL. 25: 236-243.

8 Dular 1982, 85, Fig. 4c.

%9 Bozi¢ 2018, 191-195, 203-205.

60 Grahek 2016, 118-120, Fig. 39: L14b.

61 Grahek 2016, 118, 120, Fig. 53, 55.
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The topography and the finds of human bones
belonging to at least two adult individuals reveal
that we are dealing with a flat cemetery with in-
humation burials.

The human bones and most small finds were
not found in original position, but rather scattered
across the deposits created during the constructi-
on of the cartway. We presume that burials were
unearthed during the construction of the cartway,
when they were largely destroyed, the large bone
pieces and possibly also part of the artefacts placed
along the edge of the cartway and other remains
left in the cartway deposits (Fig. 4-5).

Only part of one grave pit and its backfill remained
intact of the grave or graves, revealing a socketed
axe (PI. 3:19) and a ceramic jar, with an iron knife
leaning onto the latter (Fig. 4, 7; Pl 3: 13; 4: 3).

It is not possible to reliably ascertain whether
the other finds originate from the same, possibly
double burial or from several burials. What is
certain is that the finds are contemporary and date
to the Late Hallstatt period or the last phase of the
Early Iron Age, i.e. the Negova phase according to
the chronology of the Dolenjska Hallstatt group.
They include items characteristic of both male and
female costumes. Most of them have parallels in
the rich double burial in a roughly 4 x 1.5 m large
Grave IV/3 at Znanceve njive in the Kandija area
of Novo mesto (Fig. 9), which is considered the
quintessential princely burial of the Negova phase.

The question these finds raise is whether their
findspot (Fig. 11) is the same as the spot where
human bones, ‘similar bronze objects’ and a human
skeleton with a Negova helmet (PI. I) and spearhead
were found in 1819 (Fig. 2).5? Speaking in favour of
such an assumption is that if considered together,
the items form an assemblage characteristic of the
graves with Negova helmets; as such, it would be
remarkably similar to the array of goods from
the above-mentioned Grave IV/3 in Novo mesto.

With this in mind, we argue that human bo-
nes, the Negova helmet and other objects were
unearthed during the construction of the cartway
across the slopes of Kopa and Reber; we presume
this construction took place in 1819, but certainly
prior to 1826 as the cartway is already drawn on
the map of the Franciscean cadastre. This map also
shows the cartway led from the village of Koreno to
the isolated farmstead with the house number 22.

The finders presumably took part of the (‘be-
autiful’) objects (Auerperger later acquired some

62 Zeleznikar et al. 2022, 14-19.

of them that he sent to the museum, while the
Negova helmet was used to embellish the village
fountain in Lukovica), whereas the smaller, ‘less
interesting’ objects were left at the site. Some objects
were left in heaps (hole with metal-detector finds)
and others scattered across the cartway deposits
(Fig. 4). Only the well-preserved human long bo-
nes were carefully deposited after discovery (Fig.
5). The site then remained undisturbed until its
rediscovery in 2019.

The cemetery on Kopa is associated with a
contemporary fortified settlement on Reber. The
slopes of Reber and Kopa are steep on all sides,
which offers very limited space suitable for habi-
tation. The settlement was naturally sufficiently
protected in the north, while a rampart guarded
it in the west and south. The 180 x 45 m large
hillfort interior holds one large and several smaller
terraces (Fig. 12). The finds excavated in 1879 in
the settlement date to the Early Iron Age, more
precisely to its later part.® The stray finds from
the collection of the National Museum of Slovenia
that are without more precise findspot data but
presumably originate from this site do not con-
tradict such dating. These finds include a bronze
fragment of a blade, most likely of a shaft-hole axe
(Fig. 13: 3),%* as well as an iron spear butt (Fig.
13: 1) and a bronze looped button with a round
sunken centre of the head (Fig. 13: 2).9

The sites on Kopa and Reber show certain
similarities with the site at Kovk above Hrastnik,
which also hosts a small hillfort associated with
rich Late Hallstatt grave goods that include a
lavish belt set and a Negova helmet.® Another
warrior with a Negova helmet was found buried
at Nevlje near Kamnik.%” These sites and finds
probably reflect the dominant influence that the
Dolenjska Hallstatt group had not only in Zasavje
and Posavsko hribovje, as its constituent parts, but
also in the direction towards Gorenjska. The finds
from Kopa and Kamnik may even hint at efforts to
strengthen the northern border of the Dolenjska
Hallstatt group or an organised defence of the
route leading to the metallurgic centre at Vace.

Translation: Andreja Maver

63 Gabrovec 1965, PL. 11: 7-10.

64 Cf. Pavlin, Turk 2014, 55, PL. 3: 10-19.

65 Cf. Tecco Hvala 2017, 38, PL. 9: 4.

66 Bozic et al. 2020.

67 Gabrovec 1965, 102, 111, Pl. 9; Zeleznikar et al.
2022, 7-13, 33-34.
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T. 1: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Negovska ¢elada, najdena leta 1819. Bron. M. = 1:2.

Pl. 1: Kopa above Kompolje. Negova helmet, found in 1819. Bronze. Scale = 1:2.
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T. 2: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Vse bron. M. = 1:2.
PI. 2: Kopa above Kompolje. All bronze. Scale = 1:2.
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T. 3: Kopa nad Kompoljami. 1-12 bron, 16 Zelezo in bron, 13-15, 17-19 Zelezo, 20 kamen. M. = 1:2.
Pl. 3: Kopa above Kompolje. 1-12 bronze, 16 iron and bronze, 13-15, 17-19 iron, 20 stone. Scale = 1:2.
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T. 4: Kopa nad Kompoljami. Vse keramika. M. = 1:2.
Pl. 4: Kopa above Kompolje. All pottery. Scale = 1:2.
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